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INTRODUCTION. 


JN September 1821, the Governor General 

of India, the Marquis of Hastings, deputed 
Doctor John Crawfurd of the Medical Service 
on a mission to the Courts of Siam and 
Cochin China with a view of establishing 
commercial relations. 

Doctor Crawfurd wrote an account of this 
mission under the title of: 

Journal of an Embassy 

from the 

Governor General of India 

to the 

Courts of Siam and Cochin China 
exhibiting a view 
of the 

Actual State of those Kingdoms 

by 

JOHN CRAWFURD, Esq.; f.r.s . f l.s . f c s ,et< . 

late Envoy. 


LONDON 

HENRY COTjBXJRN . — Xew lluiti.ixiKiN Stukki. 

1828. 
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The reception the Envoy found in Siam 
was all he could desire under the circumstan- 
ces then prevailing. An official intercourse 
with foreign Powers was perhaps not exactly 
desired by the Siamese Government. A 
mission, it is true, had been sent a few years 
previously from Macao, and the Portuguese 
Consulate had been establislied in Bangkok. 
From the Dutch East Indies a mission had 
likewise been sent, whilst the United States 
had sent their merchant ships with a view of 
establishing trade, and just before Crawfurd 
arrived, the newly established Singapore Set- 
tlement had sent John Morgan, a merchant, 
on an unofficial mission which, howeveir, led 
to no result. 

The book which Crawfurd wrote about his 
mission gives a very full account of Siam, as 
it was known to him, at the end of the Reign 
of Phra Buddha Lotla. It cannot, however, be 
denied that there are many.'obvious omissions 
and reticences in his book, and, as he implies 
in many places himself, his mission was to a 
certain extent a failure as he did not succeed 
in attaining the objects for which the mission 
was sent. 

One of the chief objects of his mission 
was to induce the Government to reduce the 


I 


measurement duty on ships. But in this, he 
could not succeed as the Government consi- 
dered a reduction of the duty very inopportune 
During the time the discussions were carried 
on,Crawfurd went about surveying the country 
without having previously received permission 
to do so, and the language said to have been 
used by him on these occasions and the 
threats which he was said to have uttered 
were reported to Government, which was of 
opinion that Crawfurd had exceeded in every 
respect the instructions given to him. 

No formal treaty was thus made. The 
relations, however, greatly improved after 
Crawfurd had occupied the position of Gover- 
nor of Singapore, and a lively correspondence 
took place between him and the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs in Bangkok. 

The National Library was allowed to take 
a copy of all papers in the archives of the 
India Office having reference to Crawfurd’s 
Mission, and for that great courtesy the Library 
desires to express its warm thanks. 

These papers are now published for the 
first time, and they explain the causes of 
the various misunderstandings which arose 
between the Government and the Lnvoy. 



To these Papers are added the Papers 
with reference to the Storm Episode. The 
episode itself, though of no political conse- 
quence, is certainly not void of interest as it 
throws light on the customs and manners 
prevailing at that time. 

The thanks of the Library are also due 
to Miss Anstey, Record Department, India 
Office, for supervising the copying of the 
Papers. 


Vajiranaria National Library, 
April, 1915. 
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Political Department. 

To the Honorable the Court of Directors for 
Alfairs of the Honorable the United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to 
the East Indies. 

Honorable Sirs, 

We avail ourselves of the earlie.st oppor- 
tunity to report to your Honorable Court, our 
adoption of an experimental measure, which in 
the present depressed state of commerce both 
in England and this country appeared to us to 
be well deserving the trial, and likely in its 
result to be productive of great national benefit 
by opening a new and extensive field for 
British traffic. We allude to a mission to the 
Kingdoms of Siam and Cochin-China for the 
purpose of cultivating a friendly connection 
and negociating and establishing an improved 
commercial intercourse with those countries — 
a measure which we trust will be honoured 
with the sanction and ajiproliation of your 
Honorable Court as worthy the greatness and 
liberality of the Honorable Coinj)any and as 
affording to the nation at large the strongest 
proof of your cordial disposition to coo{)erate 
with alacrity and zeal in forwarding the suc- 
cess of any enterprize in this ([uarter of the 
globe which may afford a well grounded hoja* 
of relieving the 2:eneral distress of the luami- 
factoring community at home. The object in 
truth is the promotion of the welfare and in- 
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terests of tlie British Empire at large as well 
as to extend the commercial relations of your 
Indian Possessions. 

£. Your Honorahle Court is fully aware 
that even in the earlier and ruder period of the 
commercial intercourse of European nations 
with India, the trade of Siam and Cochin-China 
formed an important and valuable branch of it. 
It could not therefore he matter of doubt that 
in the iinprovetl state of inodeim navigation 
and the superior intelligence and active spirit 
of adventure which characterize the British 
^Merchants of the present day, every facility 
and eucoiu’agement which could be afforded to 
the revival of a trade with those countries, 
would be eagerly contributed. As those king- 
doms contain a }x>pulation of at least 30 mil- 
lions and possess a soil equal in fertility to 
that of any portion of the globe, the establish- 
ment of commercial relations with them would 
f)j>en a vast field for the improved energies 
alluded to, and would he attended with in- 
comparably more extensive benefit than in 
former times. Those benefits will he largely 
jxirtaken Ijy the possessions of the Honorable 
Company with which a commercial intercourse 
of considerable and encreasing value and im- 
portance cannot fail to result from an opening 
of the general trade with the countries 
in question. The Honorahle Company has 
therefore a direct interest in the success of the 
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measures in our contemplation, witliout whick 
however solicitous we might be fur the im- 
provement of the commercial resources of the 
Empire at large, we should not have felt our- 
selves altogether justified in undertaking the 
mission at the sole expense of the Ilonorahle 
Compauv, without the previous authoritv of 
your Ilonorahle Court. 

3. From the most respectable sources of 
iiiformation we are warranted in stating, that 
Siam, besides minor commodities, mav be ex- 
])ected to afford in such an intercourse, valu- 
able returns of sugar and pcp])er for Europe 
and Western Asia, salt for the Indian Islands 
and teak at a cheap rate, as well as in ab- 
undance, for the supply of the British Settle- 
ments ; while Cochin-China will furnish as 
staple articles of cx])ortation, raw silk for 
Euix)pe, and pepper and sugar for both the 
European and Indian markets. It is known 
also, that Cochin-China produce(l to the earlier 
European traders the largest supjily of raw 
silk of any country in .^sia, and should it prove 
ecpially abundant in that article at present, the 
British manufacturer, under any favoi-able al- 
teration in the imjmst on raw material, such 
as we believe is now contem})lated by the 
Eegislature. would he enabled succesfully to 
contend with the contineiiial trade, and our 
silk manufactures would he placed in point of 
extent and prosperity on a scale with our cotton. 
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4. With respect to the export of British 
manufactures to Siam and Cochin-China, if we 

* may judge from the success with which they 

have recently been introduced into Hindoostan, 
the Indian Islands, and even China, there is 
every probability that the demand will be con- 
siderable. The inhabitants of those regions of 
Asia are not understood to be, themselves, a 
manufacturing people in the most limited ac- 
ceptation of the term, and they have in all 
times gladly received the imperfect and high 
priced fabrics of Hindostan and China. 

5. If we succeed in removing the ground- 
less fears and jealousies hitherto believed to 
he entertained by the Siamese and Cochin 
Chinese Governments with regard to an inter- 
coiurse with Europeans, and in establishing a 
general freedom of traffic, an extensive demand 
may be expected for woollens, cotton goods, 
raw and wrought iron, Bengal opiiun and 
various other articles of minor note. Tin* 
trade with Siam is chiefly conducted at present 
by the Chinese settled in that country, who 
bring its produce to the European ports in the 
Straits of Malacca, and receive Eimopean and 
Indian goods in retium ; while Chinese junks 
and a few colonial Portuguese ships from 
Macao conduct the traffic between the ter- 
ritories of the King of Cochin-China and 
China ; but by laying the trade with those 
coimtries directly open to the activity of Euro- 
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pean enterprize, an extension of commerce 
would follow which it would be vain to 
expect from the feeble, unskilful and in- 
direct efforts of native speculation. Under 
all the imperfections of the existing system 
of intercoui-se with Siam, a trade of no 
inconsiderable amount is carried on be- 
tween that country and the settlement of 
Prince of Wales’s Island and your Honorable 
Court will have perceived in the correspon- 
dence of the Government of that Pi’esidencv 
an anxious solicitude and an ajiparently well 
grounded hope for an extension of that com- 
merce through the means of uiore intimate 
relations between the two Gov(‘nunents. 

6. We do not anticipate any obstacles 
of a serious nature to the ojiening a general 
trade with Siam. American and Ihitisli coun- 
try ships have within the last five years visited 
it, in considerable numbers. Tlie principal ob- 
ject which, we conceive, tlie dejaitation of a 
friendly mission from this (Government might 
effect, was to place the intercourse on a defined 
and permanent footing, so as to expose tin* 
British traflers to the least possible vexation 
and to hold out to the Sovereign of the 
countrv the prosjiect of obtaining such an in- 
crease of Pevenue as woidd make it his in- 
terest to afford his ]»rotection to the foreign 
merchant. This, it appeared to us. would l)e best 
effected by establishing .some summary mode of 
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levying the import duty as is practised by the 

Cliinese, by which the impost becomes com- 

jmratively light, while the inquisition of the 

native officer into the particulars of the cargoes 

imjx)rted and all the chicanery to which it is 

liable are entirely avoided. 

%/ 

* # * * 

[Paras. 7 to 9 refer to Cochin-China.] 

10. It appeared to us, aftei* a mature con- 
sideration of the subject, that a Mission from 
the Governor General, as the supreme British 
authority in India, to the Kings of Siam 
and Cochin-China, would, if conducted with 
moderation, afford a fair promise of success 
in realizing the important objects which we 
had in view as above detailed. We were 
decidedly of opinion, that the most prudent 
and politic course w'ould be to confine the 
object of the proposed mission to the revival 
merely of a conamercial intercourse on an im- 
l)roved basis by more accurately defining the 
principles on which the trade shoidd he con- 
ducted, and by avoiding all negociation for anv 
territorial cession. Am' attempt to establish 
a factory on a permanent footing in the coun- 
try, we w ere satisfied would only tend to rouse 
the jealousy of those States, and thus to defeat 
the very object we were anxious to obtain, 

11. In the selection of the Agent to 
whom we determined to confide the charge of 


this Mission, we confidentlv’^ anticipate the ap- 
probation of your Honorable Court. The for- 
mer employment of Dr. Crawfurd, of your 
Bengal Jledical Establishment, in a diplomatic 
capacity in Java, hi.5 incimate acquaintance 
with ;.he manners, customs and commerce of 
the various nations of the Eastern Archipelago, 
and the high reputation for ability, judgment 
and discretion, wliich he had so deservedly 
acquired, pointed him out to us a person 
eminently qualified for the successful conduct 
of this delicate and important duty. We un- 
derstood indeed, that he had directed his parti- 
cular attention to the trade with Siam and 
Cochin-China, and he was thus prepared for the 
task by the full and accurate knowledge he had 
previously acquired with regard to every thing 
connected with the former and present political 
and commercial history of those countries. 

12. We will not trespass on the time of 
\ our Honorable Court with a detail of the 
instructions we have furnished Mr. Crawfurd 
for his guidance, founded on the principles 
to which we have already advertetl in a preced- 
ing paragraph. We conceive it will be more 
satisfactory to your Honorable Court, t6 peruse 
the letter of instructions itself, which comprizes 
every object to which we deemed it of import- 
ance to direct Mr. Crawfurd’s attention, includ- 
ing the eventual negotiation of some points 
that had recently occupied the deliberations of 
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the C overiiment of Penang, and been the sub- 
ject of correspondence between that Govern- 
ment and oiu’seh es. 

1 3. It will he necessary however hriefl v 
to advert to the scale on which we have 
deemed it projier to equip the IMission, and we 
indidge a tonfident persuasion that your Hon- 
orable Court will be satisfied, that while we 
Ij.ive paid every proper regard for the charac- 
ter of the Government which our Agent is 
deputed to represent, we have duly attended to 
the necessity of exhibiting an imposing ap- 
pearance among a people who attach so much 
importance to external pomp and show, the 
utmost practicable care has been observed to 
confine the expense of the Mission within the 
most moderate limits, compatible with the 
successful execution of the objects in view. 
On a comparison indeed with the outfit of 
former missions to the Eastward, such as those 
to Ava for example, it will appear that the 
scale of allowances and establishments has 
been considerably^ reduced, while in point of 
efficiency the present Mission cannnot he con- 
sidered in Ujj y respect inferior. 

14. Besides the Agent, we have aj)- 
pointed an assistant who is a practised and 
skilfid survey or, and to whom we have giA'eu 
provisional authority to perform the functions 
of Envoy in the event of the possible indispo- 
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sition or demise o£ Mr. Crawford, an<l in the 
nomination of a medical officei’, we have se- 
lected a gentleman, wdio by previous habits and 
study is well qualified to perform the duties 
of a naturalist. 

15. With respect to the latter duty we 
conceived that such a favorable opportunity of 
prosecuting scientific researcb in countries so 
deeply interesting and so imperfectly known, 
ought not to be lost, and we did not hesitate 
to make the appointment in tlie confident hope, 
that your Honorable Court would not disa])- 
prove of our seizing an occasion to extend the 
bounds of science and natural history which 
must redound to the honor and reputation of 
your Indian Government. 

IG. The operations of a Surveyor, we 
were aware, could not be conducted with tlie 
same freedom and satisfaction as those of the 
naturalist ; but it is to be lK>ped that in the 
progress of the Mission some favorable op- 
portunities will offer, and it would have been 
matter of regret if no scientific gentleman had 
been present to avail himself of them. We 
rely with confidence on the discretion of the 
Envoy for avoiding any occasion <d' offence or 
jealousy to the Sovereign or people of the 
countries to which he is to proceed, which 
might be created by an incautious attempt to 
undertake survey operations. 
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17. We have fixed a personal allowance 
of 1,500 rupees for Doctor Crawfurd, and have 
assigned a civil allow'ance of 600 rupees for 
Captain Dangerfield, the assistant and surveyor, 
and 680 rupees for Dr. Finlayson, being the 
scale of allow'ance usually granted to an Assis- 
tant siu'veyor attached to a Residency. The 
former gentleman is an officer on the Military 
Establishment of the Presidency of Bombay, 
and the latter belongs to His Majesty’s 8th 
Regiment of Dragoons. With regard to both 
of these gentlemen we have deemed it equit- 
able to permit them to hold their civil allow- 
ances without being subjected to any retrench- 
ment from their military pay and allowances. 

18. We have also attached an escort of 
thirty Mussulmaun Sepoys under the command 
of an Ensign, and we have authorized Mr. 
Crawfurd to entertain a moderate establishment 
of writers and interpreters which it is cal- 
culated will not exceed a monthlv expense of 
350 rupees. We have also permitted Mr. 
Finlayson to employ a young lad from the 
General Hospital at a small salary of 40 rupees 
per mensem to assi.st him in dissections and 
other operations connected with his pursuits 
as natiu-alist, and to entertain a carjienter and 
a few labourers for the same purposes. 

19. A suitable vessel, completely equipp- 
ed in every respect, has been taken up for the 
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accommodation of the Mission at a monthly 
expense of 4,000 Rupees, and we have autho- 
rized Doctor Crawfurd to draw a consolidated 
monthly allowance of 2,000 Rupees per men- 
sem on account of State servants and equipage, 
table expenses and every other charge attend- 
ing the IMission, an arrangement which we 
consider as much more eligible and involving 
much less actual cost to Government than the 
plan of allowing the Envoy to charge his ex- 
penses, as practised on former occasions. 

20. We have furnished Mr. Crawfurd 
with letters to the Kings of Siam and Cochin- 
China and authorized the preparation of suit- 
able presents, exclusive of fire arms, to an 
extent of about 19,000 Rupees. With respect 
to the fire arms, we understood that a present 
of muskets would be peculiarly acceptable to 
the Kings of Siam and Cochin-China, and Ave 
accordingly directed 850 stand of arms to be 
furnished from the arsenal for that purpose. 

21. We have also sanctioned the pur- 
chase of a transit instrument and a chrono- 
meter for the use of the surveyor while em- 
ployed on the Mission, and of a microscojjo 
and a few triflina: articles for the use of the 
naturalist. 

22. For the more ready reference of 
your Honorable Court, we have the honor to 



12 


transmit as numbers in the Packet, the principal 
documents connected with the Mission, com- 
prizing copies of our instructions to the Agent, 
the letters to the Kings of Siam and Cochin- 
China, the credentials to Mr. Crawfurd and 
Captain Dangerfield, our letters to the Govern- 
ment of Prince of Wales’s Island and the 
Resident of Singapore, and a list o1^ the articles 
purchased for presents. i 

23. The Mission left the river on the 
21st instant, and proceeds in the first ' instance 
to Penang. 

We have the honor to remain, w 
greatest respect. 

Honorable Sirs, 

Your most faithful, 
Humble Servants, 
Hastings 
J. Adam 
John Fendall. 

Fort William 
23d November 1821. 



P.S . — Since the above letter was written, 
we have received a dispatch from the Resident 
at Singapore, a copy of which we have the 
honor to enclose, as exhibiting a favorable 
disposition on the part of the King of Siam 
to encourage an intercourse with our Govern- 
ment. 
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^engai To The Honorable the Court o£ Directors for 
Affairs of the Honorable the United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England Trading to 
the East Indies. 


Honorable Sirs, 

We deem it our diitv to transmit to vour 
Honorable Court copies of a correspondence 
with the Government of Prince of Wales 
Island relativ'e to the invasion of the kingdom 
of Kedah by a Siamese force under the Rajah 
of Ligore, and to the measures adopted by the 
Honorable the Governor in Council of that 
Island in consequence of the Siamese having 
made an incursion into the British territory 
on the Coast, and even threatening Penang 
itself. 


2. In our instructions to the .\gent de- 
puted on a Mission to Siam which formed an 
enclosure in our address to your Honorable 
•See precfdinj letter of the 23rd November last,* your Hon- 

/lomcvi.SG. Court will liave observed that we had 

directed the attention of INIr. Crawfurd to the 
correspondence which passed between this 
Gov'ernment and that of Prince of Wales’s 
Island, relative to the disputes that existed be- 
tween Siam and its tributary States, and which, 
in the instance of Kedah, have now led to the 
invasion and subjugation of that country by 
the Siamese arms. 
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3. The deputation of a Britisii Mission to 
Siam at the present time may be considered 
as extremely opportune, and we are indeed 
inclined to believe that its actual arrival at 
Prince of Wales’s Island in prosecution of 
its voyage to that capital, at the critical 
period of the Rajah of Ligore’s attack on 
Kedah, will have a very powerful influence on 
the proceedings of that Chief in the country in 
question. 

4. From the documents transmitted by 
the Government of Penang in their dispatch of 

•Sef straih *s?«i«-the 31st December last,* Your Honorable Court 
loi. SI. observe that Mr. Crawfurd has been 

furnished with all the informaticm necessary to 
enable him to avail himself of any favorable 
opportunity of effecting the restoration of 
the Rajah of Kedah, an object to which, with 
advertence to the various inconveniences to be 
apprehended from our being brought into im- 
mediate contact with a Siamese authority in 
Kedah, the government of Prince of Wales’s 
Island attach the greatest importance. 

5. We trust the tenor of our instructions 
to the Government of Prince of Wales’s Island^ 
founded on our conviction of the soundness 
of the views taken by that Government of the 
expediency of maintaining, if practicable, the 
interposition of a friendly Malay state between 
us and the haughty and barbarous Government 
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of Siam, will be approved by your Honorable 
Court. In the present friendly disposition of 
the King of Siam, which cannot fail to be 
improved and confirmed by the Mission now 
proceeding to the Court with valuable presents, 
and more especially the seasonable supply of 
fire arms, we anticipate no difficulties in the 
conclusion of a satisfactory adjustment of 
the differences between His Majesty and the 
Rajah of Kedah through our mediation, without 
the hazard of our being involved in any embar- 
rassing participation in the interests and con- 
cerns of the latter State. The utmost extent 
to which we can be pledged for the State of 
Kedah, is the punctual transmission by that 
Chief of the customary tokens of vassalage, or 
a small pecuniary tribute in commutation of 
them, and we possess the means of securing 
the fulfilment of such an engagement by hold- 
ing in our hands the annual quit-rent paid to 
Kedah on account of Penang. 

6, With regard to the various important 
topics connected wfith the extension of our 
political relations to the Eastward, to which 
the Honorable the Governor of Prince of 
Wales’s Island has adverted in his Minute 
accompanying the dispatch of the 31st ultimo, 
we propose to state in reply that the general 
question of our policy to the Eastward having 
been fully submitted in a letter from the 
Government of Penang to your Honorable 
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• Copied from 
Straits Settlements 
ml. 182 . 


Court, under date the 17th October 1818,* all 
negotiations with the Native Chiefs in that 
quarter for cessions of territory or the forma- 
tion of new Establishments on the Malay Coast, 
such as those enumerated by Mr. Phillips, 
would in oiu* opinion be expediently suspended, 
until the receipt of your Honorable Coimt’s 
orders in reply to the dispatch above men- 
tioned. 

7. Before we conclude this dispatch, we 
beg leave to solicit the attention of your 
Honorable Court to tbe satisfactory informa- 
tion stated in the 29th and 30th paragraphs 
of Mr. Phillips’s Minute, relative to the friend- 
ly disposition of the Court of Siam as mani- 
fested towards the private Agent deputed to 
that Capital in the beginning of last year, 
when it appeared he met with a very cordial 
reception at Bangkok, and that the INIinisters 
there seemed anxious to cultivate a more 
intimate intercoiu-se with the British Govern- 
ment. Your Honorable Court will observe 
that the commerce of that place is said to be 
on a very extensive scale ; that the American 
trade is increasing rapidly, and that the Go- 
vernment cf the United States had lately 
opened a communication with Siam and con- 
templated fixing a Consul there in the course 
of the present year. By the statements an- 
nexed to Mr. Phillips’s Minute, of the trade 
that is conducted between Siam and Prince of 
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Wales’s Island, your Honorable Court will 
also observe that the imports and exports 
amounted for the last official year to 4 Lacks 
of Rupees, and that on the articles of British 
woollen, cotton and cutlery, the exports might 
be beneficially extended, while the importation 
perhaps of grain, as well as sugai-s, golddust 
and the various useful and dyeing woods 
fit for the Europe market, might be much 
encreased. 

8. Having within these few days received 
a report from Mr. Crawfurd of his arrival at 
Prince of Wales’s Island, and of the satis- 
factory communication which had been made 
to him by the Rajah of Ligore, we have the 
honor to transmit a copy of it for the informa- 
tion of your Honorable Court. 

We have, &c. 

H.\stin(;s. 

J.\s. Stl'akt, 

,b)Hx Fknd.vll. 

Fort William 
^6th Januarv 18^:?. 


[ Endorsed ] 

Januarv 182:^ 
Fort William 
Poll. l)ej>t. 
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Letter from His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor General in Council dated the 
i6th January 1822. 

(8 enclosures) 

No. 1 

Read in Court 

24 July 1822. 

Reed. 

Per Fairlie 

23d July 1822. 


Ren'^al Political 
Consultations, 
Range 123, vol. 27. 


FORT WILLIAM 15th Jany. 1823. 


No 20. 


* not traced. 


To G. SwiNTON Esqre. 

Secretary to the Government. 

Sir, 

1 have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 31st of January * 
directing enquiry to be made respecting certain 
Swedish Iron shipped on board the John Adam 
at Calcutta, for which the owners claimed a 
drawback from the Government. I have the 
honor to state for the information of the iMost 
Noble the Governor General that every cir- 
cumstance connected with the iron in question, 
from its shipment at Calcutta until its being 
landed at Singapore, were utterly unknown to 
me. Having made application to the Com- 
mander of the Ship for such explanation as it 
was in his power to give I now beg leave to 
submit his answer, with the letter which I 
addressed to him. 

I have &c. 

(Sd.) J. Crawfurd, 
Agent to the Governor 
General. 



Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
Bange 123, toI. 27. 


FOKT WILLIAM 15th Jany. 1823. 


No. 21. 


• not copied. 




To Captain MacDonnell 

Commanding the Honorable Company’s 
Hired Ship John Adam. 

Sir, 

I have been requested by the Agent to 
the Governor General to transmit to you copy 
of a letter from the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment respecting a certain quantity of Swedish 
iron, shipped on board the John Adam as 
ballast, and request you will supply such in- 
formation respecting the iron in question as 
you may be in possession of. 

The Agent to the Governor General re- 
quests me to call your particular attention to 
the 18th paragraph of the Charter Party, and 
to the letters addressed to you on the 28th, 
29th and 30th* April. 

I have &ca. 

(Sd). T. Dangeefiei.d, 
Captain — Assistant. 
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Bengal Political FORT WILLIAM 15th Jaiiv. 1823. 

Consultations, 

Bange 123, toI. 27. 


To Captn. Dangeufield 
No. 22 . &ca. &ca. &ca. 


Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of this day’s date with it.s 
enclosure, in reply to which I beg leave to 
state that the iron alluded to was shipped on 
board as ballast as kentledge could not be pro- 
cured at Calcutta. From the information that 
I received at Singapore relative to the shallow- 
ness of the bar at Siam, I was induced to land 
the iron at that port, and supply its place with 
stone ballast, judging that I should be obliged 
to lighten the ship considerably before I ctmld 
succeed in crossing the bar, which has been the 
case, and stones were much better than bars 
of iron for the purpose, being cheaper and 
more easily thrown overboard, 

I have &ca. 

(S<1.) Tiios. MrDoN.vEU.. 

Ship John Adam 
Bangkok 2Sth June 1822. 



Factory Records, 
Straits Settlements. 
Tol. 87, p. 200. 


F( )RT CORNWALLIS tlie 28 Nov., 1822. 


Agent to the 
Governor General 
at Siam. 


Agent to the 

Governor General at Siam. 


To W. A. Clubley Esquire. 

Secretary to the Government. 

Sir, 

I have the honor herewith to transmit for 
the information of the Honorable the Governor 
and Council copy of a dispatch which I have 
addressed to His Excellencv the ^Most Noble the 
Governor General on the subject of my instruc- 
tions, which more particularly regards the 
interest of Prince of Wales Island. On my 
arrival at Penang I shall have the honor of 
laying before the Honble. the Governor and 
Council every description of information con- 
nected with the other objects of my Mission. 

I have &c. 


(Signed) J. Crawfurd 

A. G. G. 



Factory Eecords, FORT CORNWALLIS the 2(S Nov.. 1822. 

Straits Settlements. 

vol. 87, ^ 

pp. 201-236. 

(Copy) 


Enclosure. To George Swintos Esquire 

Secretary to the Government. 

Sir, 

The negociations with the Court of Siam 
having terminated, I proceed to lay before the 
Most Nolile the Governor General in Council, 
a detail of my proceedings as far as the 
immediate relations of the Government of 
Prince of Wales Island, with the Kins:dom of 
Siam and with its tributary states are con- 
cerned, this being the matter arising out of my 
instructions, which most urgently calls for an 
early communication. 

It is necessary that 1 should begin by 
jiremising that the British ^Mission to Siam has 
had to negociate with a jieojde of great singu- 
larity of character who.se jirinciples of action 
will not easily be appi*eciated from what the 
British power in India has experienced in the 
history of its connexion with other .\siatic 
Nations. The character of the Government 
of Siam was di.scovered in the very earliest 
periods of our intercour.se with it to lie un- 
usuallv sordid, insincere and rapacious, and 
our more mature exjierience shewed us that 
one of the fine.'t and most favored f'ountries 
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of the world was oppressed by one of the most 
miscihievous forms of Government. To a 
character of venality and corruption, we found 
superadded a remarkable degree of national 
vanity yet with an extraordinary jealousy and 
distrust of all strangers, and especially of 
Europeans. We saw indeed that an inter- 
course with the latter was coimted, but merely 
as affording an object of extortion to those in 
power, for whether with regard to foreigners or 
to the people, a more reckless undisguised 
disregard for equity and the public interests 
cannot well be conceived. 

With a Government thus at once vain, 
jealous, insincere and corrupt it was no easy 
matter with a due regard to the national honor 
to conduct a negociation at all, and to bring 
it to precise and satisfactory results, as might 
have been looked for with a people of a less 
barbarous and more manly character, was 
found in the sequel impracticable. 

I had my first conference with the officers 
of the Siamese Court on the subject of the 
Quedah question on the 21st of May, having 
delayed introducing it until this late period in 
obedience to my instructions, which directed 
that this subject might not be mixed with that, 
which was the primary object of the Mission. 
The principal Siamese negociator was the Prah 
Klang, or minister who is at once charged 
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wit’ll the affairs of strangers and with com- 
mercial affairs which are supposed to have 
an immediate relation to each other. This 
chief whose name is Suriwung Kosa, is a man 
of considerable parts, but of very little sin- 
cerity, and extremely rapacious, other persons 
of inferior rank were joined with him. The 
Siamese negociators communicated with me at 
this conference on the subject of the invasion 
of Queda, and the flight of the King to Prince 
of Wales Island, with a good deal more frank- 
ness than I had reason to expect. I opened 
the subject by admitting at once the depen- 
dence of Queda on Siam stating that this 
point had been fully enquired into by the 
Most Noble the Governor General of India, 
and been conceded without hesitation. With 
respect to the Rajah of Quedah personally, 
however, I observed that he was an old friend 
jif the English Nation, and that compassion for 
his misfortunes had induced us to afford him 
an asylum. We had not, I continued, enquired 
into the merits or demerits of his conduct but 
according to our custom had afforded protection 
to an unfortunate Prince, and a friend who had # 

come amongst us. I added that the King of 
Queda or any other Prince in the same situa- 
was at all times at perfect liberty to go where 
he pleased but we considered it a point of 
honor not to surrender him under any circum- 
stances whatever. The sentiments expressed 
with considerable warmth, and directly through 
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my own interpreters, seemed to give no um- 
brage. On the contrary, the Prah Klang ob- 
served, although I believe with little sincerity, 
that the principle adopted by the British Gov- 
ernment was a liberal and generous one, and 
could not but be approved of. 

The Siamese negociators now stated that 
all [that] was known at the Court on the subject 
of the invasion of Queda was, that a quarrel 
took place betw^een the Governor of Ligor and 
the King of Queda, and that the latter, aban- 
doning his Kingdom, had fled for refuge to 
Penang, a foreign Country. One side of the 
question, they said only had been heard, and 
not much of that. The Governor of Ligor had 
sent three or four letters to the Court, charging 
the King of Queda with being refractory and 
disobedient, but the latter had not said one w'ord 
in his own justification. The affair, they said, 
was still in a state of abeyance, and the Minis- 
ters had not as yet even laid it in a formal 
manner before the King. I begged to know 
what the offences were with which the Rajah of 
H Queda was charged by the Governor of Ligor. 

The negociators replied that the latter was 
directed to invade the Bm-man territories, had 
prepared an Army for that purpose, and having 
made the customary demands upon the King 
[of] Queda for provisions and other supplies, 
the latter, in defiance of his allegiance, had re- 
fused to furnish them. Upon this act of dis- 



27 


obedience the Governor of Ligor marched down 
to Queda to enforce his demand. At this place 
a quarrel ensued between the Siamese and Ma- 
lays, some blood was shed, and the Rajah of 
Queda suddenly took to flie:ht and concealed 
himself in Penang. After hearing this state- 
ment I informed the negociators that the 
whole of the correspondence and papers as 
far as our Government was concerned were in 
my possession, and that I was therefore able to 
alford them a satisfactory elucidation of se- 
veral of the points to which they had now 
alluded. I noticed that Queda was a poor 
and inconsiderable country, and could not bear 
the frequent e.xactions of the Governor of 
Ligor, who was in the practice of making 
many demands, which could not be authorized 
by his sovereign, the King of Siam, and that 
by these means, he constantly harassed the 
peo])le and Prince of Queda, who had no 
means of redress. I added that the Rajah of 
Queda, though dutifully obedient to his liege 
the King of Siam, could not but consider the 
(bovei'iior of Ligor as his personal enemy. 
The Prah-Klang observed that both the Prince 
Kromchiat (the King’s eldest son and head 
of the foreign and Commercial departments) 
and he himself were particularly well-disposed 
to favor the cause of the King of Queda, 
and that if he would repair to the capital, 
and submit his cause to the justice of the 
Siamese Court, he should have no reason 
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to complain. The negociators now pointedly 
complained that the King of Queda had made 
Penang the place of his retreat, instead of 
coming directly to the capital and making his 
complaint to the King in person. I answered 
that this resource was totally out of his power, 
for that his own life was in immediate danger 
and in a moment of emergency he had there- 
fore sought safety where he could most easily 
find it. The negociators observed, that the King 
of Queda had run away without telling why he 
had done so, or affording any explanation what- 
ever of his conduct. I replied that there was no 
time for explanation or remonstrance, for that 
the Raja of Ligor had commenced by killing 
two of his principal officers and by putting 
others in chains, and as to the Rajah himself 
he had threatened his life, proceeded to depose 
him of his hereditary title and the dignity 
conferred upon him by the Coimt of Siam, 
without waiting for the sanction of his Sover- 
eign. The negociators requested to know what 
I meant by the Governor of Ligor’s hiving 
threatened the life of the King of Queda. I 
informed them that the Governor of Ligor in 
one of his letters to the Governor of Prince of 
Wales Island had demanded the pers6n of the 
King of Queda, dead or alive, and used in that 
document threatening and unbecoming lang- 
uage. I observed that the British Govern- 
ment had, with much forbearance, passed this 
over, but dwelt much upon the injury which 
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miglit be done to the friendship between the 
two Nations if a subordinate officer of the 
Siamese Government were permitted upon his 
own authority to pursue a conduct so intem- 
perate as that of which I complained. 

I now stated that as our territory and 
settlement of Prince of Wales Island were in 
the immediate vicinity of the Queda State, we 
could not be indifEerent to what was passing 
there, for when that priiieipality was in a state 
of anarchy and confusion as on the present 
occasion, in consecpience of the Siamese inva- 
sion, our territories necessarily suffered severe- 
ly from an interruption of industry and regular 
communication which deprived us of the habi- 
tual supplies for which we depended upon the 
territory of Queda. I said therefore, that upon 
this account, as well as the King’s being an 
old friend, we should be hap])y to see him re- 
stored, considering this as the surest means of 
giving tranquillity to the Country. I here .sug- 
gested, that in the event of the Malay Prince 
being restored, the fairest means of jireventing 
all future altercation between the ('hief of 
Ligor and the Malay Prince, would be that 
the Siamese Government should afford the 
latter an exact specification of its annual de- 
mands upon the .state of Queda. and that the 
British Goveimment, if any doubt were enter- 
tained of the punctuality of the Malay Prince, 
.should engage to make good the stipulated 
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contingent to a day. As a practical proof of 
tlie sincerity of this proposal, I made an ofiEer 
of paying down immediately upon my own 
authority, any arrears that might be due by 
the Rajah of Qiiedah, if it were thought pro- 
per to restore him to his throne without fur- 
ther investigation. No reply whatever was 
made to this important proposition. Consider- 
ing indeed the pride of the Siamese Court, and 
the prosperous condition of its affairs at present, 
I have great doubts whether any proposals of 
ours however moderate or equitable which may 
appear to encroach upon its rights of sover- 
eignty, or to fetter the exercise of a despotic and 
unlimited j>ower over its tributary states will 
be listened to, under any circmnstances. 

In answer to that part of the Siamese 
negociators’ charge, that the King of Queda 
had offered no defence, I told them that I 
was in possession of a letter from that Prince 
to one of the Siamese Ministers begging the 
interposition of His Majesty the King of Siam 
in his behalf, and asking forgiveness for any 
offence which through inadvertency he may 
have committed. This letter, after some he- 
sitation they agreed to receive, and it was 
transmitted after my return from the con- 
ference. 

On the 25 May the conferences respecting 
the Queda affair were renewed. The Minister 
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Suri-wung Kosa began by informing me, tiiat 
in consequence of what I had stated at our 
last interview, the Rajah of Ligor had been 
ordered to Court to render an account of 
his proceedings in the afEair of Queda. He 
added however that he had but yesterday re- 
ceived a letter from that chief in which [it] 
was stated that the country of Queda was 
everywhere in a state of tranquillity, and that 
an amicable intercourse subsisted between him' 
self and the Government of Penang. He 
offered to send me a Copy of this document 
if I wished for it, and did so a few days there- 
after. A tran.slation of it is a])pended to this 
• See in/ea. dispatcli.* The minister remarketl that the 
Rajah of Ligor and the Rajah [of] Queda were 
both equally Slaves to the King of Siam, and 
that if a dispute arose between them, they were 
bound to repair to the capital, and there have 
their respective pretensions examined. He add- 
ed the following expression, ”1110 King of Queda 
is not a Cliild, he knows the customs of 
“ the Country, and if he wishes to be restored to 
“ his Kingdom he will rep.air to the presence.’ 
To this I replied, that if the King of Queda 
thought proper to come to the Court the Pritish 
Government would not only not interru])t hmi, 
but even assist him in the journey: hut that. if. 
on the other h.aud he did not think ])ro’)er to 
come of his own accord no power should 
certainly remove him from I’rince of Wales 
l.sland. Tlie negociators then c.sked whether 
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if a letter were WTitten to the Governor Gener- 
al of India requesting him to send the King of 
Queda up to Siam willing or unwilling it would 
be complied with. I answ'ered that it most cer- 
tainly w ould not, and I further recommended 
that such a letter should not be written, be- 
cause the Governor General might justly con- 
strue it into a reflection upon his known honor 
and humanity. 

I now' begged leave to express it as my 
own opinion, that it was not very likely the 
King of Queda w'ould come up to Siam, because 
l)eing a different religion and different nation 
from those in authority, it was highly probable 
he would feel apprehensive of the influence 
of the Governor of Ligor at the Capital, this 
officer being of higher rank than himself, a 
Siamese by birth, and related to persons of the 
highest rank about the Court. Of this Chief’s 
forbearance, I remarked, that the King of 
Queda, from what had already transpired, could 
have nothing to hope. In relation to this point 
I now produced an extract of the original 
ilalay letter of the Governor of Ligor. in which 
that chief had required the person of the Rajah 
of Queda dead or alive, from the Governor of 
Penang, and threatened this island with inva- 
sion if this demand were not complied with. A 
written translation of this paper had been made 
into Siamese from the Malay in with it w'as 
originally written, and w'as now explained 



33 


passage by passage to the Siamese negoeiators. 
Whether tiiey had before seen it or not I do 
not know, but they now seemed sur])rized at 
the inteinperanee of the language made use 
[of], and demanded to know if I had the 
original letter in my possession. I explained 
that I had not, as it was not customary to re- 
move such documents from the records of 
(Government, but that I had an authenticated 
copy in my possession which I should be ready 
to produce if it were rcapiired. 1 thought it 
necessary to ‘remark with regard to the in- 
temperate language of the Rajah of Rigor, that 
the British authority in India was not accustom- 
ed to receive such letters, but that the (Governor 
(General of India and the Governor of Penang 
had been pleased to overlook this indiscretion 
on the part of the Chief of Rigor in their great 
desire for the friendship of His Majesty the 
King of Siam, and tirmlv believing that the 
offensive letter was the sole and unauthorized 
act of the Governor of Rigor himself. The 
Siamese Chiefs seemed evidently anxious to 
find some apology for the intemperate language 
made use of by the Governor of Rigor, and 
would have me to tiiiuk that as far as we weia* 
concerned at least that the words made use of 
iin’n'ht bo ex])lained bv the wide difference whicli 
exists between our manners and customs. I 
found myself obliged to interrupt this ex])lan- 
ation bv informintr them in a more decided 
tone than I had yet taken, that no difference 
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of language or manners could authorize the 
holding out of an unequivocal threat in what- 
ever terms conveyed. 

As the great object imposed upon me, in 
the instructions I received from the Govern- 
ment of Penang, was the removal of the Chief 
of Ligor and the Siamese from Queda, and the 
restoration of the Malay Government, I now 
again dwelt at considerable length upon the 
risk and inconvenience which must bs incurred 
by the Siamese Chiefs continuing to occupy 
the territory of Qaeda. With this view I 
brought to the notice of the negociators, the 
circumstances connected with the invasion of 
Prye, the flight of 4 or 5,000 of the native 
inhabitants of Queda to Prince of Wales Is- 
land, the proof which this afforded of the 
anarchy which existed, and of the incon- 
venience w’hich resulted to our Settlement 
from so great and sudden an accession of 
new and needy inhabitants. When this last 
circumstance was mentioned, the Chiefs asked 
me if the Rajah of Qaeda had any jurisdic- 
tion over the persons of those who took re- 
fuge along with him in Penang, and whether 
he could punish any of them on his own 
authority. To this I answered that he had 
not the slightest authority whatever in Penang, 
but that every one residing within this or anv 
other portion of the British dominions, stran- 
gers as well as natives, were under the pro- 
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tectioii of known and fixed laws and could not 
arbitrarily be interfered with by any indivi- 
dual, however high his rank. The Minister 
8uriwung-Kosa observed " this state of things 
'• must be highly inconvenient to the King of 
Queda.” This had evident reference to cer- 
tain communications made to the Court in the 
letter of the Rajah of Ligor already alluded to. 

I ventured now to suggest to the negocia- 
tors, that as there were many obstacles to an 
examination of the question at issue bet ,veen 
the Rajah of Ligor and the King of Kedah at 
Siam, an officer of superior rank to either party 
might be deputed to the spot to examine into the 
affair, a proceeding by which a transaction, 
w'hich was involved at present in many diffiicul- 
ties might be brought to a prompt and easy 
decision. Suriwong-Kosa either misunder- 
stood, or feigned to misunderstand the nature 
or the proposition, and pointedly asked 
me whether if two tributaries of the British 
(rovernment were to quarrel, and one of the 
parties were to fly to a foreign power for ])ro- 
tection, we should depute a commissioner into 
the territory of such foreign power to investi- 
gate the transaction. I explained that this was 
not the proposal I had offered to their con- 
sideration, that I had stated the Commissioner 
should proceed not to Rrince of Wales Island, 
but to Queda, which was in the Siamese ter- 
ritories, and that therefore the two cases were 
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not parallel. The minister replied that this 
was not the custom o£ the Siamese, and that 
the Kina; always wished “ to look into such 
matters with his own eyes.” I observed upon 
this, that notwithstanding His ^lajesty’s high 
character, this mode o^ proceeding might be 
found inadequate to the ends of justice and 
even of good jjolic}' as the evidences were all 
at a distance, as the King of Queda would 
most probably not appear, and as at all events 
a great deal of v'aluable time would be wasted. 
His answer to this was little more than a re- 
petition of what he had said already, shewing 
the determination which existed, if possible, 
to have the Malay Prince brought up, at all 
risks, to the capital; “ The Rajah of Queda 
“ is not a child, he knows the customs of the 
“ country, and if he wishes to be restored, he 
“ must come into the presence, and submit his 
“ cause to the King.” He enforced this ob- 
servation by adding : “ If he will but comply 
“ with the wishes of the Court in coming up, 
“ the Prince Krom-Chiat and myself who are 
“ well disposed towards him, will be answer- 
“ able for his personal safety.” From con- 
fidential infoi’mation which I had previously 
received, I was fidly aware tliat it was the 
party of these v'ery individuals that had re- 
commended the invasion of Queda and the 
seizure of the King's person, and this for an 
accusation of treason for alleged assistance 
given to the national enemy — ^the Burmans. 


37 


I had no hesitation therefore in answerino', 
that I could accept of no pledge whatever for 
the King of Queda, as his business as far as 
related to Siam was not an affair in which we 
would interfere, but with our advice, and the 
King of Queda must therefore be guided soh‘- 
ly by the dictates of his own judgment. The 
use made upon this occasion of the letter trans- 
mitted by the King of Queda at the sugges- 
tion of the Supreme Government was extre- 
mely illiberal. The minister observed to me 
in reference to it that the Rajah of Queda 
had actually acknowledged his own offence in 
the letter which had been forwardetl through 
me, and therefoi'e why did he not come up at 
once and receive his pai'don ? I said, I was not 
aware that the Rajah of Queda had acknow- 
ledged any offence, and believed that the ex- 
pression he had made use of towards his 
superior was but a complimentary one. whicli 
simply expressed that if he were in fault he 
entreated forgiveness. 

Referring to the inconveniences which 
might result from delay, and with a hope of 
enforcing my argument in favor of the restora- 
tion of the JIalay Prince. I here brought to the 
notice of the Siamese negociators. that the 
Governor of Rigor since writing the offensivi* 
letter of which I Imd comjdained. had address- 
ed others to the (fovernor of Prince of Wales 
Island in a similar toiK‘. and I r<‘])eated that 



tl»e J)u’)]'k- tr;in((uiHit\' might l)e emlangeml if 
sm-h a licence on the part of this officer were 
persevered in. In answer to this the minister 
said that express orders should he sent to the 
Chief of Ligor and all other Siame'>e ( )tficers to- 
preserve the most guarded comluct with the 
British authorities, in their future intercourse 
with them. I here once more pi-otested against 
any unforeseen accident which might result 
from tl»e j>er.sonal c<mduct of the Chief t»f 
l..igor. if we were compelled upni our part to 
take any decided stej>s in vindication of our 
honor or character. 

I judged the jwesent a proper occ asion to 
come to an unetjuivoeal explanation le-cpecting 
the payment of the annual stipend of Itl.OIK) Dol- 
lars to tin* King of Queda, hoping that a know- 
ledge of our det(‘rniination u)>on this]x>int might 
he an additional argument to induce the Siame.se 
to withdraw froni Queda. I brought it at once 
therefore to the knowledge of the Siame.se ne- 
gociators, that the stipeued in question was a 
donation of the British Government to the Rajah 
and his late father, and that being a payment 
exclusively to his family, it would l*e appro- 
priated for bis supjKn't as long as he remained 
under our protei-tion, and regularly paid as 
before on his restoration. I had anticipated 
the probability that the mooting of this point 
would bring on the ({uestion of our right of 
sovereignty in Rrince of Wales Island, and a 



demand upon tlie pan of tlie Siamese for tlu* 
payment of the annual stipend, but neither 
<|uestion was aijitated. The Siamt'se neyoria- 
tors. by their silence at least, seemed to ar- 
(piiesee in our rioht of ap])ropriatins the stip- 
end. and tlie freipient and distinct references 
made to Prince of Wales Island throutrhout 
the conferences as a British possession, left 
no doubt whatever upon mv mind, that the 
>iiamese looked upon our ri^ht of Sovereitinty 
in Penang and the territory ojiposite to it. 
as one not to be <|uestioned. The riylit of 
the Malay Prime to aliiniate a ]iortion of 
his tief, bein;i once admitted by the Siamese 
Court, and a total silence of dt! years, must be 
looked upon as a ralid and substantial a Imis- 
sion of it. the payment of the stipend whicli 
depended upon this alienation could not with 
anv shew of justice be claimed by the ])ara- 
uiount after conijni*rintr the v.i'sul state. 1 
am fullv convinced, however, that it is not 
upon any abstract principle of this nature, 
that the Siamese are restrained from (|neshon- 
iiiit our riijht of sovercisrnty in Prince of Wales 
Island, or demaiulin<r the sfiptnid which de- 
pends upon our occupying it. but from a real 
anil practical fear of aiiitatiiui’ a jtoint which 
thev are verv well aware. th(*y have not the 
power to maintain. 

Here the conferences endi'd. and ( (.nsider- 
inu the character of the ( iovernment, ami the 
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evident resolution- they liad formed on the 
Queda question, I judged it prudent and strictly 
conformable to my instructions to abstain from 
urging the subject to greater length lest I 
might run the risk of involving our Govern- 
ment by a fiu*ther agitaticHi of it. The only 
jKjints which have been gained, but they are of 
some value, are the virtual establishment of 
our right of sovereignty in Prince of Wales 
Island and its territory on the Peninsula, our 
acquittal from the payment of the annual 
stipend to the Siamese — the probability that the 
impression made upon the minds of the Siamese 
Court will exact from the Governor of Ligor a 
more moderate and respectful demeanor with 
the British authorities in his future intercourse 
with them, but above all, an insight into the 
real character of the Siamese Court and its 
resources. All the points of inferior import- 
ance referred to in the Minute of the Honble. 
the Governor of Prince of Wales Island, 
furnished to me in the course of my communi- 
cations while at that Settlement, it was soon 
found it would be impolitic to agitate. For 
this reason the subject of free and unrestricted 
trade with the Siamese and Malay Ports, and 
rivers on the west side of the Peninsula was 
abandoned as impracticable. An insuperable 
repugnance indeed was shewn throughout, on 
die part of the Siamese Court, to enter into 
any written engagements whatever. Their 
jealousy, it must be observed, is particularly 
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directed to the subject of trade. Almost every 
considerable article of the produce of the coun- 
try suited to a foreign market, is in one shape 
or another, made a subject of monoply by the 
Crown, and therefore ev^ery attempt of stran- 
gers to obtain a free trade, or to limit the 
licence of arbitrary exaction on the part of the 
Sovereign, is viewed bv the Court with the 
utmost jealousy and considered as an infringe- 
ment of the King’s prerogative, or an encroach- 
ment upon the pertpiisites of his officers. 

To have agitated the question of territorial 
cession, if it had not been prohibited in the 
last instructions of the Supreme Governmentj 
would have been found still more impolitic. 

In the possible event of the Siamese be- 
coming our immediate neighbours by anne.x- 
ing Queda to the empire, and destroying the 
established form of its Government, that coun- 
try is necessarily placed under new regulations 
with regard to our Government. With a view 
to such a contingency I shall with great re- 
spect, submit to the Most Noble the Governor 
Ceneral in Council, such reflections as have 
t>ccurred to me upon the subject, after an 
attentive observation of the character of the 
Siamese Court, and a due attention to all the 
circumstances which will arise out of this new 
state of things. The existing treaty with the 
State of Queda, formed with its Princes, with- 
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out the partieipatioii or knowlt'due of tlie (\)iirt 
of Siam, but sauetioned bv an uinjuestioned 
occupation of 3(5 years, must l)e considered as 
abrogated by the Siamese coinpiest, and the 
Britisli Government is at once exonerated from 
the payment of the stipend, and as acquiring a 
right of Sovereignty in Prince of Wales Island. 
The policy of forming a similar treaty with 
Siam, even if it were ])racticable, apj)ears to 
me to be extremely (piestionable. Witli a 
view of explaining the nature of the opinions 
which 1 have been led to entertain on this 
subject. I shall briefly run over the clauses of 
the treaty itself. The first and second articles 
of it, the one .stipulating for our right of So- 
vereignty. and the other for the payment of 
of the Stipend to the King t)f (.^ueda, are the 
only material ones and these in the event of 
a permanent Siamese coinpiest become unnec- 
essary. Tlie articles providing in general terms 
for a free .supply «)f jirovisions, and the main- 
tenance of a friendly intercourse are probablv 
of small iinportame, because in this, as in 
all similar cases, they must be understood as 
naturally arising out of the acknowledged 
rights of international law between neighbour- 
ing and friendly nation.s. without the necessitv 
of conventional engjigements. Penang depends 
for its .supply upon the .State of (^ueda. and 
Queila dej^ends for the [irincijial branch of its 
revenue upon affording Penang this supplv. .so 
that whoever may be the ruler of (,Jueda. he 
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will ;il\v;i\>- find it liis intci’fst to iiiaiiitaiii a 
roinniercial and friendly intereonrsc' with the 
British ScttlenuMit. An article of the treatv 
})rovides for the imitiial siirrender of slaves, 
and another for that <»f debtors. Kven if these 
.stipalations la* h'ua! accordinir to oiii' law, 
which I [trcsiinie may he (jiiestioned. I venture 
to siihmit \vhetli<“r they do not entail more in- 
convenience than ad\anta»re n]>on onr (Jove^rn- 
ment In the resp'»nsi})ility and even odium 
which it incurs in snrrenderin<r persons wlio 
may l)e seekinii' refuu'(' amongst ns upon the 
simple assertion of an arbitrary and <lespotic 
(iovernment. vvhicli will often avail itself of 
such sti[)nlations as mere instrnnn-nts of op- 
jiression. One article of the treaty provides 
for the (‘.\clnsion of foreign Europeans, hut 
tliis. I have no scruple in .sayinir. is altoL:(‘ther 
snperHuons under the Siamese Oovernment. the 
oppressive character of which afl'ords them no 
eucouraeement whatevt-r, and scarce* the idiance 
of a hare subsistence. Accordingly in Siam 
‘itself. whi(di possesses many advantmi'es over 
<^ueda. there is not a sinirle iinlividual of this 
description. 

Should the ^iam *se uatimi become our 
nei^lihours. 1 may safely venture to assert 
from what 1 have seen of it, that its power is 
just as little danirerous as that (»f the Malays. 
Their neiirhhourhooel m.iv even be attended 
with some advantages, which we could not 
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derive from the poverty of the latter, and 
their still more barbarous and irregular form 
of Government. The Siamese, by being- 
brought into closer relations with us, will be- 
come better acquainted with our character and 
power — will be rendered more dependent upon 
our friendship and good offices, and by being 
finally brought to appreciate oiu- forbearance 
and moderation will learn to repose a more 
implicit confidence in us than their jealousy 
and ignorance will at present admit of. Such 
a state of things will improve and tend' to lay 
open, the commercial resources which their 
fertile and extensive territory is undoubtedly 
capable of affording. 

In the commencement of our political con- 
nexion with the Siamese Government, a firm 
tone and vigorous conduct will be indispensably 
requisite. The Siamese are surrounded by 
weak neighboiu-s whom they have subjugated, 
and to whom they dictate without resistance. 
This and their great ignorance of all foreign 
nations has rendered them, although essential- 
ly weak and pusillanimous, vain and arrogant 
to such an extreme as to fancy themselves 
nothing less than the very first nation on the 
globe. These unfounded pretensions mislead 
them so egregiously that it is scarcely safe 
even to attempt to concilate them, and thus the 
most moderate policy on the part of other 
nations will alwavs be in danger of being 
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construed by them into timidity and appre- 
hension for their own power. From my 
personal experience of this singular and im- 
practicable character, it is now my firm con- 
viction, that had the circumstances of the 
time warranted the Penang Government in 
in promptly repelling even bv a Military force 
the threatened invasion of the island, the 
partial invasion of the opposite c(jast, and the 
threatening and arro2:ant language (jf the Gov- 
ernor of Lis^or — that the fears of the Siamese 
Court would have induced it to have made 
ample atonement — to have retraced its steps, 
to have withdrawn its forces from Queda, and 
even forborne in future from meddling in the 
affairs of that State. 

From our long ignorance of the Siamese 
nation, we have probably heen led to over rate 
its power and strength. The pi ssession of a 
wide range of fertile territory affords indeed a 
comparatively numerous population, and such 
financial resources as enable the Siamese with- 
out any military superiority, to hold in subjec- 
tion their poor and thinly peojdetl tributary 
states. Their <nvn military character is extre- 
mely low. The whole jjopulation of the country, 
contrarv to the practice of the western nations 
of Asia, is unarmed, and thus being totally 
unused to .every species of military exercise, 
and cowed by an excpiisite system of tyranny, 
the Siamese are necessarilv a cowardly and 
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a timid people. It is from a population of 
this character that their force is levied by an 
indiscriminate muster and the rabble of pea- 
santry so raised, with old or bad arms put into 
their hands, constitute their only armies. This 
barbarous and unorganized force, independent 
of the perpetual fear of the Government of in- 
surrection, is utterly incapable of offensive 
ojjeratious against the smallest regular force. 
The Kingdom at the same time in its most 
vital part is the most defenceless that can be 
imagined. By far the most valuable branch of 
the revenue of the kingdom and the principal 
perquisites of the Officers of Government arise 
out of the foreign trade which is conducted 
in the river Me-nam. A single gvm-brig, by 
blockading the river, would put a total stop to 
the whole of this trade, and two of them 
would destroy the capital, without possibility 
of resistance from this vain but weak people ; 
for the Me-nam is accessible to vessels of this 
description at all seasons, the navigation is 
obstructed by no danger, and whether for fear 
of domestic treason, or from supineness, there 
is not a cannon mounted to defend the capital 
or the approach to it. 

A copy of this despatch has been trans- 
mitted to the Honble. the Governor of Prince 
of Wales Island, with whom I have corres- 
ponded by every opportunity since my arrival 
in Siam.. 
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I have &c. 

(Signed) J. CRAWFURI), 

A. G. G. 

Bang Kok 
12 July 1822. 



Factory Reconls. 
Straits Settleireiits. 
TOl. 87, pp. 237-239. 
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FORT CORNWALLIS the 28 Nov., 1822. 


1 




undated^ received 
at Bangkok ^4 
Mag lS22r^ 


( Copy ) 

TRANSLATION of a letter from the 


Rajah of Ligor to the Siamese Government. 


The army of Qneda is now at rest and 
there is no misunderstanding with the people 
of Prince of Wales Island. The Governor of 
Prince of Wales Island has given according 
to former custom, two small vessels of war 
to guard the coast. The commander of one 
of these vessels came to me and a friendly 
intercourse took place between us. The Go- 
vernor of P. W. Island and the English are 
satisfied that the Siamese Army intends them 
no mischief, and the Governor allows the 
Siamese to frequent Prince of Wales Island 
as heretofore. The Commander of the cruizer 
returned a second time with three Englishmen 
of rank along with him. These stated that 
two vessels loaded with rice coming from 
Bengal had brought a letter from the Governor 
General (Chao Muang Benkalla) to the Gover- 
nor of Prince of Wales Island, d.irecting him 
to consider Queda as a tributary of Siam, and 
prohibiting him from interfering. 

The people of the island Lang Kawi 
having rebelled, the army went thither, beat 
them and obtained possession. I sent news of 
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this to r. W. Island, afcusing the King of 
Queda of having stirred up the Malays of 
Lang Kawi to rebellion. The Governor of 
Feuang replied saying that the English would 
not encourage the Rajah of Queda contrary to 
the interests of the Great King, and that they 
would by no means interfere in the affairs 
of Lang Kawi or the other dependencies of 
Queda, nor permit the King of Queda to send 
out stores or ammunition to assist the rebels 
of Lang Kawi. 

The different trading* who come to Queda 
at present represent the country now as in a 
state of greater prosperity tlian at any former 
period, and they describe the people of Prince 
of Wales Island as saying amongst themselves 
that small boats with 4 or 5 men can now go 
over to Queda with safety. News from the 
same place also states that the Tangku Abdulla, 
son of the Rajah of Queda, took a Malay wo- 
man, and offered her for sale as a slave. The 
woman made her complaint in the Court of 
Justice. The Governor of Penang replied, 
that if the Prince did so again he .should be 
considered as an offender. A gi’eat number of 
the slaves of the King of Queda have become 
free since they came to Pulo Penang. The 
King had punished some of them. This came 
to the knowledge of the Governor of P. W. 
Island who sent word to the King to say that 
he had sought j)rotection under the English 
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flag, and that he must submit to the customs 
of the English, which did not admit of indivi- 
duals taking the law into their own hands, and 
and that he must seek redress in a Court of 
Justice. 

(A true Copy) 

(Signed) J. Crawfurd, 

A. G. G. 

A true translation 

(Signed) J. Crawfurd, 

A. G. G. 
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Bengal Political FORT WILLIAM 15th January 1823. 

Consultations, 

Range 123, vol. 27. ' — — 


No. 18 . To W. A. Clubley Esqre. 

Secretary to the Government. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to inform you for the 
information of the Honorable the Governor in 
Council that Captain Thomas MacDonnell of 
the Mission Ship John Adam has been detect- 
ed in carrying on an illegal trade to a great 
extent. A complaint of this conduct has been 
made to His Excellency the Governor General 
in Council. With a view of substantiating the 
charges against him, I have respectfully to 
request that attested extracts of such goods as 
Captain IMacDonnell may have passed through 
the Custom House at Prince of Wales Island 
may be transmitted direct for the information 
of His Excellency in Council. 

I have &ca. 

(Sd.) J. Crawfukd. 

Agent to the Governor General. 

Bang Kok 
18th July 1822. 
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No. 23. 

To G. SwixTux Esqre. 

Secretary to the Government. 


Sir, 


It is with great pain that my duty compels 
me to bring to the notice of the Most Noble 
the Governor General in Council a circum- 
stance of a most discreditable nature connected 
with the Mission, which I fear has been of 
serious prejudice to its interests. Captain 
Thomas ilcDonnell, who sailed in command 
of the Mission Ship from Calcutta, has been 
detected in trading to a great extent in contra- 
vention of the Charter Party, and under cir- 
cumstances of much aggravation. No cargo 
apiiears to have been brought by Cajitain 
McDonnell from Calcutta with the exception 
of a certain quantity of Swedish iron, said to 
have been introduced as ballast, but at Prince 
of AVales Island a large investment of A’arious 
articles of merchandize was laid in, and an 
additional quantity taken at Singapore. With- 
in a verv few davs after our arrival at Siam, 
C’aptain McDonnell appears to have commen- 
ced the sale of this cargo. The principal per- 
son with whom he dealt was the very IMinister 
of the Siamese Government with whom I was 
carrying on a negoeiation, who abetted him in 



this course of proceeding, which, according to 
Siamese notions, is not reckoned discreditable, 
although 1 had publicly informed this officer 
that there was no description of merchindize 
on board the ship, and that trading was ex- 
pressly interdicted to every body connected 
with the Mission. At this period I was totally 
unawai'e of the extent of Captain ilc Donnell’s 
dealings and imagined that the articles he had 
consisted of a few curiosities or mere musters. 
As soon as I suspected what was going for- 
ward, but while I had no direct proof of Cap- 
tain McDonnell’s violation of his engagements, 
I addressed a letter to him prohibiting all 
intercourse with the officers of the Siamese 
Government, with a hope of putting a stop to 
the illegal proceedings which there was no 
question he was carrying on. Captain McDon- 
nell thought proper to disclaim the authority 
of the Agent to the Governor General in sub- 
jecting him to this restraint. A second letter 
was addressed to him enforcing the first orders, 
but he still persevered in his disobedience. The 
Charter Party would certainly have authorized 
me upon this to have removed Captain McDon- 
nell from the command of the shi}>, but the 
delicate circumstances under which I was 
placed left me no remedy but to submit to 
his disregard of my orders; for the want of 
officers — the impossibility of knowing how to 
dispose of Captain McDonnell after being re- 
moved at a foreign port — but above all, mv 
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determination, if possible, to preserve imani- 
inity amongst us, and to avoid exhibiting to- 
tlje Siamese, jealousU" observing our conduct, a 
picture of discord in our snvall party, scarcely 
left me an alternative. 1 am in possession of 
])n)of that Captain McDonnell’s interviews with 
the Minister on such occasions led to discus- 
sions of a very improper nature, and very pre- 
judicial to the interests of the negociation. 

( )n the 25th of April an act of great in- 
discretion on the part of Captain McDonnell 
involved the Mission with the Siamese Govern- 
ment. He had taken into his service a cer- 
tain Arab, a deserter from a Bombay ship, but 
living under the protection of the Siamese 
laws. The Siamese revenue officers had de- 
tected this person in the act of smuggling and 
he was in their custody, when Captain McDon- 
nell, seeins what was going forward from the 
ship, lauded and effected a rescue by intimidat- 
ing the Siamese by the exhibition of a drawn 
stiletto. The Siamese Minister immediately 
complained to me of this outrage, but seemed 
anxious about nothing but the delivery of the 
Arab’s person. Captain McDonnell upon ap- 
plication being made for the person of the 
Arab, refused at first to give [him] up, in- 
volved n»e in a tedious correspondence on the 
subject, and did not finally submit until the 
1st of May, w'hen the ship being about to drop 
down the river, vmder orders to attempt to- 
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<;ross the bar, and beiiig threatened with the 
responsibility for her detention, he had no 
alternative. 

On the 29th of April I addressed a letter 
to Captain McDonnell, prohibiting every species 
of trade and even interdictino; him from takinu 
goods as ballast. This occasioned another 
unpleasant and vexatious correspondence. On 
the return of Captain McDonnell from the bar 
of the riv'er, however, on the 10th of May, 
I received a personal pledge from him, that he 
would rigidly abide by the Charter Party, and 
I then fully explained to him the sentiments of 
Government on the subject of trad? as en- 
forced in your letter of the 31st January, 
which I had just then received. 

From that time to the end of June, I heard 
nothing of Captain McDonnell’s carrying on 
trade in violation of the Charter Party, nor 
have I had any reason to be dissatisfied with 
his general conduct in other respects. Gn the 
28th of that month, however. I received a let- 
ter from Mr. William Storm, owner of the 
English Brig Phoenix, now lying at this place 
with a cargo from Calcutta, informing me from 
information obtained by him at Penang and at 
Singapore, that Captain McDonnell had brought 
a large investment on the ^lission Ship, and 
was vending his goods at Siam to the great 
detriment of the fair trader. Immediately on 



tlie receipt, of this letter I proceeded to seal 
the hatches of the Mission Siiip, preparatory 
to making the nece.^^sary enquiries upon 
the charges preferred by 3Ir. Storm. On 
the 30th with a view of allowing the ship’s 
work to proceed, the seals were removed 
* and a military guard substituted. On the* 

Kr«(.s h,;;- board the ship attended by !Mr, Ruther- 

ford, and made seizure of twenty five bales, 
cases and packages of woollens, chintzes, 
with cloths and glassware. Captain McDonnell 
had now offered to pass the bar of the river 
drawing twelve feet water only although ever 
since the 1st of May he had refused to pass 
drawing less than thirteen and half feet. This 
was in consequence of a certificate finished 
to me by Captain Smith of the Phoenix and his 
first officer declaring that it was perfectly safe 
and easy to pass the bar of the river with 
twelve feet. In consequence of this, I had 
ordered the ship to be immediately prepared 
for sea. and it became necessary therefore to 
remove the guard of Sepoys to allow the 
ship’s work to go on, and enable Captain 
McDonnell, by discharging a portion of the 
stores and ballast, to lighten the ship to a 
draft of twelve feet. I had no alterative in 
this situation except receiving from Captain 
McDonnell a specification of the goods which 
had been seized, and a receipt for the whole 
and a counter receipt by his first officer which 
I accordingly obtained. On the evening of the 


* 



3il of .Inly, I received private iafoniTition from 
Mr. Storm and Captain Smith of the Phoenix, 
that Captain McDonnell was clandestinely 
landing goods from the Ship John Adam. 
Steps were immediately taken for the seizure 
of the goods as they pas.sed along, Ijut it 
was too late. On the 4th an official com- 
munication came to me from Mr. Storm on 
the subjet.t, and rive affidavits were sworn to 
before me of the fact of goods being landed 
from the John Adam and traced to the Portu- 
guese factory. A military guard was again 
sent on board, Captain ^IcDonnell was called 
upon for an explanation, and his first officer 
for an attested list and specification of the 
goods alleged to have been landed from the 
John Adam. Captain ^IcDonnell in his an- 
swer alleged that he was landing various art- 
icles with the intention of lightening the ship, 
and informed me that his first officer could 
render no account of these articles as they 
were not delivered over into his charge. In 
the same letter he tendered his resignation, 
to prevent, as he said, unpleasant complaints. 
In a letter which I addressed to Captain 
McDonnell the following day, I called upon 
him per.sonallv for a .specification of the art- 
icles which he had landed, and directed that 
they might be reshipped immediately, or that 
he would furnish me with an order to receive 
them wherever they might be found. A letter 
was at the same time addressed to the first 
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officer directino; him to furnish a list of the 
goods landed on the 3d with such information 
as it was in his power to give respecting them. 
Captain McDonnell in his answer refused com- 
pliance with the orders I had given him, and 
Mr. Dolge, the first officer of the ship, stated 
that the goods were never delivered into his 
charge, nor that of an}' other officer in the 
ship, and that, as no cargo hook was kept, 
he could only in general state that on the 3d 
instant no less than five boat loads, consisting 
of hales, cases &ca. had been landed from the 
ship John Adam and one boat load early on 
the morning of the 4th and, to the best of his 
belief, all conveyed to the Portuguese factory. 
In consequence of this I addressed a letter to the 
Portuguese Consul, publicly calling upon him 
to surrender the goods. His answer stated that 
he was permitted by his Government to trade, 
that he was unaware of anything illegal in the 
transactions to which I had alluded, but ad- 
mitted that he had commercial transactions 
with Captain McDonnell. 

There was good reason now to believe 
that Captain McDonnell had commited a frau- 
dulent transaction, and for this reason I did 
not immediately accept his resignation, that I 
might have an opportunity of investigating his 
conduct. On the 6th I accordingly sent Lieu- 
tenant Eutherford with my clerk on board, 
directing that the twenty five bales and cases 
frr which I held Captain McDonnell’s receipt 
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should be examined, and that the examination 
should take place in the presence of Captain 
McDonnell himself and his otfi(;ers. Captain 
^IcDomiell now refused to permit the goods to 
be examined, unless I furnished him before- 
hand with a receipt in full for the goods, and 
he sent me a sketch in pencil of the receipt 
which he required. I had no remedy left but 
to suspend Captain ^IcDonnell from the com- 
mand of the ship, which I tlid accordingly, 
nominating in his room Mr. Brown, late first 
officer of the ship, who had been dismissed by 
Captain ^IcDonnell, but who x'eceived from 
him thereafter a certificate stating that he was 
in all respects fit for the command. 

# * # # 

It is unnecessary for me to add that the 
conduct which I have now described has been 
of serious prejudice throughout to the interests 
of the Mission, and utterly subversive of those 
principles of moderation and conciliation so 
strongly enforced in the instructions of the 
Most Noble the Genernor General in Council 
and which I made it my duty to explain and 
enforce in a public communication on the very 
first day of our ai’rival at the Siamese capital. 

♦ * * * 

I have &ca. 

(Sd.) J. Ca.VWFURD 
Agent to the Govenor General. 

Bangkok 
14th July 1822. 
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Consultations, 

Eange 123, vol. 27. 

No. 24 . Xo G. SwiNTOX Esqrc. 

Poll. Dept. Secretary to the Government. 

Sir, 

I had the honor to report for the informa- 
tion of the ]lIost Noble the Governor Genei’al 
*See Straits jn Council in my dispatch of the 10th of June.* 
io?.se. iiegociation witli the Court of Siam 

had been brought to a conclusion. The answer 
to the letter of His Excellency the ^lost Noble 
the Governor General and the other document 
alluded to in that dispatch were brought to me 
on the 12th of the same month, and authenti- 
cated translations of them are now enclosed. 
(.)n these translations being efEected, I had 
the mortification to discover that material 
alterations had been made in both, but parti- 
cularly in the latter, in which the clause in 
favour of a free and fair commerce was 
changed for a pledge of assistance from 
the officers of Government. After the manv 
examples I had already had of the want of 
candor on the part of the officers of the 
Siamese Government I knew it was in vain 
to remonstrate and judging that an expo.sure of 
this circumstance might possiblv lead us into 
embarrassments I considered it most prudent 
to forbear even from bringing the matter to 
the notice of the Siamese Government at all, 
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and accepted of the documents as they were 
transmitted. The only concessions gained to 
our trade are, an invitation to receive it from 
every quarter, an engagement that the duties 
shall not be raised beyond their present 
amount, and that the officers of Government 
shall aid and assist British merchants in 
their commercial transactions. Many person- 
al assurances were added to these, which my 
experience of the Siamese Court forbids me 
from placing a too implicit reliance upon. I 
had certainly hoped at one period for the 
attainment of more solid advantages than those 
I have now enumerated, but the interests of a 
powerful party opposed an insuperable ob- 
stacle. wdiich no negociation could overcome. 
At all events when the full proceedings of the 
Mission are laid before the Government, 1 
humblv trust that His Excellency the Most 
Noble the Governor General will believe that 
no pains, diligence or forbearance under dif- 
ficult circumstances, have been wanting towards 
effecting the wi.shes of Government, 

The answer to the letter of His Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General, it will 
be perceived, is not in the name of the King. 
Certain informalities in His Excellency’s letter, 
touching the quality of the paper on which it 
was written, and similar points with the usage 
of the Siamese Court on like occasions, were 
pleaded in apology for His Maje.sty’s not ad- 
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dressing the Most Nolde the Governor General 
directly. On my part, I declined receiving an 
answer from the Minister addressed to His Ex- 
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General, 
and insisted that the letter should be written 
to one of the Secretaries, in consequence of 
which it was finally agreed that the Second 
^Minister of the Foreign Department should 
address the Persian Secretary to the Gov'ern- 
ment. The other document after various at- 
tempts to give it the more regular form of a 
treaty, took its present shape at the spontaneous 
desire of the Siamese Ministers. 

A detailed account of the negociation and 
other proceedings of the Mission will be laid 
before the ilost Noble the Governor General 
in Council in due course. 

I am happy to be enabled to report that 
the Mission Ship is preparing to pass the bar 
of the river on the 19th of this month, with a 
view to the prosecution of her voyage direct to 
Cochin China, and I trust that I shall be en- 
abled to report that she has safely passed the 

bar, by the same opportunity by which this 
dispatch is transmitt^. 

I have &ca. 

(Sd.) J. Ckawfdrd 
Agent to the Governor General. 

Bangkok 
13th July 1822. 
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[N(rrE — The translation of the letter of 
Phraya Pipat Kosa Racha Balat to Mr. 
Prinsep, dated 26 May 1822, is printed in 
Crawford’s Jom-nal, Embassy to Siam, pp. 
172-174.] 
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No. 25. Translation o£ the letter of Pbrava Chula 

Eacha Muntri to Mr. Crawfurcl. 

The letter of Phraya Chula Eacha Muntri, 
Collector of the Customs and Duties on Ships 
in the Port of the Court of Prah ^laha Nakon 
Si-Ayuthia, to Mr. Crawfurd. 

The Lord of the Kingdom of Bengal 
( Chao Muang Benkalla) commanded ^Mr. 
Crawfurd to come to Siam to open a way to 
friendship and commerce, and to request per- 
mission for English ships to trade to this 
capital, and permission to buy and sell with the 
Merchants of Siam, paying duties as formerly. 
The Rajah Prah-Klang directs me to express 
his satisfaction at the contents of the letter of 
the Lord of the Kingdom of Bengal, and to 
address a letter to ^Ir. Crawfurd in the form 
of an Agreement to say, that if English mer- 
chant ships come to the port of the capital, 
upon their arrival at the mouth of the river 
they shall be searched by the Governor of 
Paknam, and their small arms and cannon 
landed according to former custom, and then 
the ship be conducted to the capital. As 
soon as they are anchored the Collector of 
Customs shall afEord all assistance in buvine 
and selling with the merchants of Siam, and 



the duties and charges shall not be more than 
heretofore, nor afterwards be raised. Let 
English merchants come to Siam to sell and 
buy in conformity with this Agreement. 

This letter of Agreement was written on 
Thursday, in the 7th month, the ::id day of the 
Dark Half of the IMoon, in the year of the 
Horse (10th June one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-two.) 
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Factory 

Straits Settlemenrs. 
vol. 87. 
pp. 28t>-28J. 


Airent to the 
(lovcrnor (Jenerai 
2 Dec. 1822, 


FOKT CORNWALLIS the 12 Dec., 1822. 


AGENT TO THE GOVERNOR GENERAL. 


To W. S. Cracroft Esquire, 

Secretary to the Government. 

Sir, 

The instructions delivered to me by the 
Honorable the Governor and Council on my 
way to Siam having |)ointed out the Dind- 
ings, or rather the Island of Pangkur in the 
Straits of Malacca, as eligible for a com- 
mercial establishment and a desirable acqui- 
sition from the Prince of Pera through the 
authority of his liege, the King of Siam, with 
a view of possessing myself of the best infor- 
mation respecting it, I touched upon it in my 
way down the Straits, and have herewith the 
honor to submit an attested extract from mv 
oRicial journal respecting it. 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) J. Crawfurd. 

A. G. G. 

Penang 
2d Dec. 1822. 
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Extract from the Journal of the Atient to 
the Governor General on a Mission to the 
Eastward. 

As an Euro|)ean Establishment, with 
which view it has been conteni])late(l. this 
island, though the harbour be good, more 
easily accessible than any other which has 
been named for this purpose, and far more 
in the direct track of native commerce than 
Penang, is certainly upon the whole unsuit- 
able. It is on the one hand too f.ir into the 
Straits for a place of resort and refreshment 
for our navy in the Bay of Bengal, and on 
the other much too far to the west to be an 
emporium for the commerce »*f the nations to 
the eastward of the Straits of Malacca. In- 
dependent of these primary objections there 
seems scarcely a spot on the Island level 
enough for cultivation or even for convenient 
and comfortable habitation. 

The prospect of deriving anv b’-u'-Ht from 
the working of tin mines in this island, even 
under an European (iovermnent. sii|>posing the 
ore to exist in sufficient abnndanc<*. a])pears to 
me to be more than questionable. The whole 
island is an abrupt, hard, granitic rock, from 
which the ore could not be extracted with any 
profit in the state of skill and industry which 
exists among the natives of the country, or 
even among the (.’hinese themselves. In Banca 
and other places, where abundance f)f tin is 
produced in the.se countries, the ore is found 
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in sitiuitions extremely different, that is, in 
streams through the soil of the low lands, from 
which it is easily extracted, readily melted, 
and finally, when smelted, affording a metal of 
superior value to what is obtained by thfe 
laborious ]>rocess of mining in rocky districts. 

(A true Copy) 

(Signed) J. Ceawfurd 

A. G. G. 
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Factory Reconis. F( )KT t'ORN WALLIS tlie 12 Dec., 1822. 

Straits Settlements. 

Mil. H7, v-p. 28!»-29] 


IT APPEARING that the views of this 
Government respectiiif; the Island of Pankour 
had not appeared to Mr. Crawfurd in the same 
light as was intended, the following explana- 
tory letter was addressed to him on the 
subject. 


To Ck.\wkl'RU Esquire 

Agent to the Most Noble the 
Governor General. 


Sir, 

1 have the honor by direction of the 
Honble. the Governor in Council to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d 
Instant and its enclosure, respecting the Island 
of Pankour. 

In expressing the acknowledgments of 
Government for the information obtained by you, 
and in reference to the ^linute by the President 
Sttaif* Settle- dated the 29 September 1819,* an Extract from 
meiit*. wi. 72 . ^Jiich formed a part of Enclosure 12 in Mr. 

Secretary Clubley’s letter of the 31 December 
*8^1- sti-aiti Settle- 1821,* I am directed to observe that this Gov- 
mentf.Toi.xt. notwithstanding the permission of the 

Supreme Government, granted in March 1819, 
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did not consider the subject of sufficient conse- 
quence to undertake the occupation of Pankoiir 
as a British Settlement of importance and 
consequent expense, but merely contemplated 
the possession of a right, recognized by the 
Siamese Court, to establish a small militarv 
post there for the better suppression of piracy, 
and for encouraging a trade between Perah and 
this Island, in tin, as an advantage which, if 
the same could have been attained without en- 
tering into negotiations which might have been 
troublesome to the Mission, it might have 
been worth while to obtain. 

I have &c- 

(Signed) W. S. Cracroft 

Actg. Secy, to Covt. 

Fort Cornwallis 
4 December 1822. 
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Consultations, 
Range 123, vol, 27. 

Xo. 31. 

Politica! Dopt. 


FOKT WILLIAM lotli Januarv 1H23. 

To (iKoRGE SwiNToN Esqre. 

Secretary to the Government. 

Sir, 

At the termination of the Mission to the 
Eastward I have the honor to lay before His 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 
General in Council a general summary of its 
results in the Scientific Department. 

* * # * 

Five Charts upon a large scale of the 
Fhistern Coast and head of the Gulf of Siam ; 
a chart of the river of Siam on a large scale 
from actual survey ; an outline chart of the 
Gulf of Siam; a chart of the group of islands 
called Si-chang in the Gulf of Siam from an 
actual survey ; a delineation of a portion of 
the Anambas Islands in the China Seas, and 
a chart of a portion of the North-West Coast 
of Borneo, being in all ten charts. To these 
are added a descriptive Memoir. 

The whole of the coasts and countries 
delineated in those charts have either never 
been described or delineated before, or much 
less accurately .so than by Mr. Brown. 

• ♦ * # 

In relation to the Surveying Department, 
it is almost unnecessary for me to submit that 



the cautions recommended in the instructions 
of the Government on this subject have been 
strictly attended to. At Siam, the express 
permission of the Government was obtained 
for using our surveying and astronomical in- 
struments. 

# # # * 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) J. Crawfukd 
Agent to the Governor General. 


Kedgeree 

29th December 1822. 
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Consultations. 

Baiige 123, vol. 27 , — - 

Xo H 4 . List of jiresents from the King of Siam 

. . . for His Excellency the Most Nohle the 
(iovernor (ieneral. ttca. ^tca. 

Fntrn the Kinir of Siam. 

lO.S Slabs of Tin. 

0 Boxes and '2 Baskets of (inm (iaml)Oj:e. 
h Baos of Cartlamoms 

L) Bags of Eag:h‘ Woofl. 

4 Bags of Benjamin. 

10 Elephants Teeth. 

:fl4 Bags of Sugar. 

272 liags of Pepper. 

For the .\gent to the (iovernor (Ieneral. 

01 Bags of Sugar. 

# # # # * 

(Signed) J. ('KAWKruo, 

A. (L G. 



B«niral Poliiical 
(\)ns»ultutioii»j. 
Iiari"e 128, vi>l 27 
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KOirr WILLIAM -Mh -Liu., IiSi3. 


So. 41). 


Poll. Dt'iit 


T<» .1. ( 'r.wvpi kd L.‘4(p-e, 

&ca. &ca. &ca. 


Sir. 


1. Your disj>atclie.'4 . . . reporting the 
progress and transactions of your Mission 
and its return to Calcutta, having been sub- 
mitted to the Honoralile the (xov'ernor General 
in Council, I am now directed to communicate 
to you the following observations and orders 
of Government on the several points to which 
they respectively relate. 

2 . The Honorable the Governor (Teneral 
in Council is necessarily precluded from 
forming a conclusive judgment on the e.xact 
degree in which the various objects contem- 
platetl by the Mission have been attained until 
the details of your proceedings shall have been 
submitted by you ; but from the summary 
statements now before Government it affords 
iiim much gi’atification to ob.serve that the 
essential |x>ints of establishing a more friendly 
and liberal commercial relation with the 
Kingdoms of Siam and Cochin China, appear 
to have been successfully accomplished to 
as great an extent as was anticipated by 
Government, considering the well known 
jealousy of intercourse with Eiu'opean Nations 



entertained hv the barbarous Courts to wbieb 
you were accredited. 

o. At Cochin China in 2)articular your 
recejrtion appears to liave been extremely 
friendly, and the conce.ssions in favour of our 
trade with respect to im})osts. as well as the 
general a.-sa 'ances of protection and encoura- 
gement, hold out a fair j>rospect of a consider- 
able extension of commercial speculation in 
that ([uarter. The information also contained 
in your dis2)atches. relative to the resources 
and political character of those kingdoms, is 
considered to he highly interesting. 

4 . In as far therefore as the summary 
reports now before him furnish materials for 
forming a judgment, the (otvernor (General in 
Council is .satisfied that you have employed 
everv effort to j)romote the ol)jects of the 
Mission entrusted to your charge, and that to 
vour judicious and conciliatory condu t in 
vour intercourse with the singular i)eo])le with 
whom vou had to deal is mainly to he ascribed 
the favourable impression which the Mi.ssion 
ai)pears to have pnaiucetl at the Courts of both 
•Siam and Cochin C hina. It is also higldy 
sati.sfactorv to the Honorable the (iovernor 
General in Couindl to learn that the conduct ot 
all the officers attached to your ilissiou has 
f)een such as to merit your warm commenda- 
tion in the di.scharge of their several duties. 



I HOW proceed to advert specifically to 
such of your dispatches as require any ])arti- 
ciilar notice at the present inoinent, reserving 
a furtlier coinnmnication of the sentiments of 
(onernment on the general question for a 
future opportunity, when the j)romised details 
of your Mission shall have been taken into 
consideration. 


i)i*patphe> j jjg dispatches adverted to in the 

claroii 2Sth Jane . . . *. i i- i 

anil Util luu. margin, relating to the question or the oweaisli 
iron and the misconduct of Captain McDonnell, 
will be transmitted to the ^larine Board with 
directions to institute such further enquiries 
into those transactions as may enable Govern- 
ment to determine to what e.xtent the owners 
are liable tinder the Charter Party to pay the 
value of all such merchandize shipped on board 
tlie John Adam without your knowledge and 
consent, (such merchandize being declared lia- 
lile to confiscation) or to a demand at least for 
freight as well as for a demurrage during the 
whole jieriod the ship was detained at Siam 
through the misconduct of the Commander. 


***** 

oisiiatch • This dispatch contains the report of /' 

12th July. your discussioiis with the Court of Siam relative 
•See steu.h to Queda and other tributary states in which 
•VC Wii/n i-w. v". (loy^j-nojent of Prince of Wales Island is 

concerned. On these ((uestions I am directed 
to state to you, that the tenor of your commu- 



Two «l.spitches 
(late I 2i*Th* 
Deoomber. 


iiicuti()ii> ti) tlic Siaiuosf Coiu't is considered to 
liave been extremely judicious. It is liiglily 
satisfactorv to the Honorable the (Jovernor 
(ieneral in Council to learn that you consider 
tlie result of your discussions with the Court 
of Siam to have established a virtual acknow- 
ledgment of our right of sovereignty in I’enang 
and the land on the Peninsula, and that 
even in the evenit of the Malay Govern- 
ment of Queda being permanently superseded 
by the establishment of a Siamese authority 
in that (piarter, you do not ap])rehend any 
injurious consetpiences to the interests of 
Prince of Wales Island from such a revo- 
lution. 

h. In such a contingency as that above 
supposed, the Honorable the (iovernor General 
in Council entirely concurs with you on the 
gianinds stated in your dispatch in the im])olicy 
of forming a new treaty with a Siamese Gov- 
ernment of Queda, similar to that existing 
with the present e.xiled King, now residing 
under our jnotection at Penang. 

10. 'J'hese dispatches refer to the jn'esents 
received from the Kings of Siam and Cochin 
China, and to those intended for the latter 
which have l>een l>rought back. With legard 
to all articles of j>resents. you will be ])leased 
to deliver them over to the .Vcting Persian 
Secretarv. who will be instrvicted to receive 


♦ < miff' ) 



charge of them and dispose of tlieni under the 
orders of Government. 

# # # # # 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) H. Swinton 

Secrv. to (iovt. 


Goiincil C'hamher, 
l.ith Janiiarv l.H2d. 
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Mr. Secretary Mr. SkcKV. SwINTOX. FoI!T WiLLIAM. 

Swinton Fort 

William 2.'i • .Ian. 

1823. 

To W. A. C’lubi.ev Estiuire 

Se ■rc’^arv to (jlovennneiit of 
Prince of Wales Island. 


Sir. 


Adverting to the subject of Mr. Crawfurd’.s 
• See Jieug,,! p„i . (lespatcli to iiiv address of the 1 3th d ul y last,* 
ii.nige m pelative to the affairs of Queda. in connection 

»•.»/. S7. . ' 

witli the Government of Siam, of which a copy 
is already in the possession of the Honorable 
the Governor in ('ouncil, 1 am directed to in- 
timate to you, that the Honorable the Governor 
General in Council will be hajipy to receive 
a communication of the sentiments of the 
Government of Penany on the various topics 
therein discussed. 

’1. It will be sufficient to remark on the 
jiresent occasion that the general tenor of Mr. 
Crawfurd’s discussions with the Court of Siam 
relative to Queda. has been approved liv the 
Covernor General in Council, and that Mr. 
Crawfurd’s views with regard to the future 
policy to be observeil towards the kingdom of 
Queda and other I’etty States tributary to 
Siam, and the inexjiediencw of forming a new 
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treaty similar to tlie one now subsisting witli 
Queda in the event of its becoming tbe seat 
of a Siamese authority, appear to be judicious. 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) (b Swinton, 

Secry. to (iovt. 

Fort William 
lo January lS2o. 
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poll. Dept. 


J(>(il'nK(.K SwiNTdX Ls>(p’e. 

S(*( r(‘tarv to (roveniniont. 


Sir, 


I liavc tlu‘ honor to aknovvlodiic tlie rereijit 
of your h'tter of yostonlay’.s date [31 IMarcIi 
* „i,t I 1,S:13].^ with cnclos(‘d eojiy of dispatch from 
vv the ( o)\ (‘riimont of Fhanoi* of Wah's’s Island'* 

( <V/'. let’ll . 

>,i! o‘.y and tra-ii'-iation of a letter fi'om the Siamese 
Minister’*, and direetina' me to submit sucli 
remarks as miuht oeeiir to me on the subjet't 
of tlie letter. 


I have already had the honor of laying 
h'.d'itre the Government a faithful narrative of 
the proeeedinys of the mission and of mv 
neyoeiations witli th.e Court of Siam and in a 
few da vs niy final report on tlu' same subjeet 
will be presented. It will not tlierefore be 
neeessaiu for me at jiresent to enlarite uj)on 
tills subjecr. and I shall eonfiuo myself to 
much observations as are snyiiested by the 
objeetions a{i\aneed against my publie pic- 
eeeilines in tin* lett(*r of the Siamese Minisuo'. 

Tile first olijeetion that seems to be ure:e<l 
aiiainst me is. that I (‘.N.eee<led mv instiaietions 
bv askine- foi' more than I was authorized. 
This allezati.on is so little eonsonant to fact 
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that in the demands made by me in my nego- 
eiation I reallj’ did not go one half the length 
to which mv instructions mi^ht have autho- 
rized me. I claim indeed no merit for this, 
for upon a nearer view of the Siamese Gov- 
ernment I soon discovered that many of the 
objects contemplated in my instructions, how- 
ever valuable, their execution was impractica- 
ble and unattainable, and in forbearing to urge 
them I observed only that degree of discretion 
which must necessarily have been practised by 
any jierson of common prudence in my situa- 
tion. It would have been agreeable to my 
instructions, for example, to have requested an 
exemption from the vexatious mode of levying 
the export and imj>ort duties. It would have 
been agreeable to theni also to have requested 
a free trade in the articles of Royal monopoly, 
and it would have been in accordance with my 
instructions from Penang to have demanded a 
cession of territory and a direct trade with the 
dejjendencies of the Siamese Government. 
The agitation of .such questions, however, 
which I knew must prejudice our interests, 
was carefully avoided, and I confined myself 
to a few necessary points such as would place 
our trade on a practical footing for our mer- 
chants, trusting to time, good fortune, and 
good conduct for enlarging it. 

With respect to my having ever asked 
permission for British merchants to reside in 
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Siam, this is a point which I can safely deny. 
I never thought such a thing practicable or 
useful, and upon this subject I neetl only refer 
to the strong opinion which I expressed res- 
pecting the impracticability of Kuropeans re- 
siding under any circumstances under the 
Siamese Government in my despatch respect- 
ing the affairs of Queda and Penang. 


I must take the liberty here, however, 
of suggesting, having seen the original Malay 
letter, that the expression rendered Pesident 
Merchants in the Penang translation has 
probably reference to the est iblishnient of a 
British commercial agent. It will be seen 
on reference to the pa])ers laid beft)re (n>v- 
ernment by Mr. Morgan that the Prince Kroin 
Chiat and the very Minister who is the author 
of the present allegation, them.selves suggested 
the establishment of a Britisli consulship. If 
the charge should be found t»> refer to this. 
Mr. Morgan also, both in writing and conver- 
sation. urged upon iny attention the establish- 
ment of a Consulship as the only possible 
means of giving security to British merchants 
frequenting Siam, and when 1 arrived at that 
place itself 1 actually found a Portuguese one 
promised, while the very individual who was 
to fill the latter was named to me by the Prah 
Klang himself. I nder all these circuinstance.s 
it will not appear surprizing that the establish- 
ment of a consulship should have appeared to 


84 


me a practicable ami useful measun-. i sug:- 
gjstevl it accordingly, but \viie;i i acipiired a 
ii.'tter kno.vicdge of tlie chiructei' of the 
Siame.se. f soon di.scovered the {)r()prietv tjf 
abandoning the demand. I niu.st ob.serve, 
however, in rega.rd to it that no disinclination 
was ever expressed towards the aj)pointineut 
i)y the Siamese neg-ociators. 


. Tlie Praii Ivlang’s letter gratuitously ima- 
gines tliat to make any thing the subject of 
negociation not expr<*s.sly .sj)eeitied in the 
(fovernor (General's letter was an exceeding of 
my orders, yet he was fully aware that His 
Kxcellency’s letter nd’erreti to his agent for all 
particulars, and he chose frecpiently in con- 
versation to make this very point the suhject 
of personal complaint to my.self. artfully con- 
gratulating me on the confidence reposed in 
me by so high an authority. 

I trii.st that (iovernment will .scarcelv 
think it nece.ssarv for me to disavow the indis- 
creet curiosity ascribed to me where f and the 
gentlemen of the Mission are rei)resented as 
drawing maps and soumling rivers. E.xpress 
permission was indee<l given by the Frah Klang 
himself to make free use of our astronomical 
and surveying instruments within a fortnight 
after our arrival, and this permission was volun- 
tarily confirmed by his chief, the Prince Krom 
Chiet. It .so happened, however, that neither 



astf()iioini(;aI tior surveyiiiu’ iii^trunieiits 
were over made use of. and that the yroater 
iiauihor of thorn ivero iiovor ovoii taken out of 
their eases durinit oiir stay at .siain. owiny to 
tiie aecidi'iital sieki’.e.ss of the otficer in ehaiye 
of tliein. Tlie step of snrveyiny a yronp of 
desert is]a!!d^ at the liead of the ynlf. if this 
he alluded to, could certainly have had no 
heariny wiiatever ujion tin- interests of tlu- 
mission for it took place near a month after we 
liad (juitteil Siam, anal 1 think scarceh’ h-sn 
than two after the neyociatiun had terminated. 

! can Mihannly declare that the wliole of 
mv intereourso with the Siamese (,'ourt was 
most puuetiliously yuarded. and that the utmost 
forhearauce was siiowii under l•ircumstances 
more irksome and painful than it has keen the 
usual lot of persons holdiny siich trusts as ! 
did to submit to. The ceremonial pres •ril)ed 
at our introduction to the Kiiiy. for exam])le. 
was eheerfullv complie<l with, no impatiejice 
was ever di.splaved at the delays anil suhter- 
fuyes ))racti.sed i)y the Minister himself to 
annos' and jierple-x us. and we were so fai’ from 
soundiiiy rivers or makiny charts that fur mv 
own j)art I seldom went abroad without a con- 
fidential person from this very minister to 
aeeomj)anv me, while tlie trifiiuy drawings 
wliieh were made of temjtles and other objects 
of eiiriositv were freipiently sent to liim for 
his .satisfaction. < bie other }>roof of mv de -ire 
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* [an ommiuion 
apparently 
aeaurs here.] 


to conciliate* himself that I might visit the 
Princes and Chiefs opposed to his own party at 
the Court, but evidently as if he would have 
been happy that I declined doing so. To 
prevent giving umbrage and to avoid tlirowing 
obstacles of anv sort in the wav of the mission, 
I accordingly declined visiting every [>erson 
unconnected wdth the party to which he be- 
longed and I may add that he was pleased to 
make this discretion and forbearance on my 
part the subject of personal compliment upon 
several occasions. 

That I spared no pains on all occasions to 
obtain information respecting the state of the 
country and especially of its commercial in- 
terests is what 1 am proud to avow. This was 
especially pointed out to me as an object of 
attention in my instructions, and to have 
n^lected it would have appeared to me a 
desertion of duty. Whatever information has 
been obtained will be faithfully laid before the 
Government and I confess I have cause to fear 
that it may be considered that we have rather 
effected too little than too much with regard 
to the means employed in our enquiries. The 
only fair subject of comparison to which I can 
refer is the first mission of Col : 8ymes to the 
Burmas, a people of similar manners and si- 
milar prejudices with the Siamese, and here 
I find that a professed surveyor was em- 
ployed, that surveying and astronomical in- 
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struments were freely used, that a complete 
survey of the river Irawady was the result, 
and that a great deal of general information 
respecting the state of the country was besides 
obtained. 

< )f the vague rumours attempted to be put 
in the mouth of my two interpreters, I since- 
cerely believe that there is not the slightest 
foundation for them, and I had everv reason 
to l>e satisfied with the fidelity [of] both these 
persons. In respect to the objects of the 
Mission I purposely made them ac(juainted with 
it that through their casual conversation with 
the natives our real intention might be convey- 
ed through channels less suspected than my 
own direct assertions, or that of the other 
Kuropean gentlemen of the mission, and 1 have 
every reason to believe that the efforts which 
1 made with this in view were not unsuccessful. 
I had direct testimony that the ('hinese and 
Siamese merchants would have been glad to 
have seen a fair trade established with us, and 
I am convinced that all understoml our true 
motives e.vcept those who were directly in- 
terested in mi. sinter preting them. 

The Malay interpreters continued at .Siam 
contrary to my judgment, but at their own 
earnest desire, in hopes of passing across the 
Peninsula [and] of returning more speedily to 
their families at I’enang. In this they were 



88 


(lisapjjoidtHl. tor I had no sooner gone away 
tlian they were seized upon, and it appears 
from the letter of the Honble. the Governor of 
Princ(‘ of Wales’s Island that they are down 
to this moment forcibly detained. Under these 
circumstances, what story may have been ex- 
torted from their fears it is impossilile to say. 
noi‘ does it seem of much importance. 

With respect to the conduct of individuals 
of our own nation in their intercourse with the 
Siamese. I cannot deny that upon some occa- 
sions it was extremely indiscreet, such as t > 
embarrass me. and perhaps finally to leave on 
rhe minds of the Siame.se an luipleasant 
impression of our national character. The 
greater part of this misconduct, however, 
having taken place after the ^lission quitted 
Siam, had necessarily no bearing upon its in- 
terests. nor vexatious as it proved to me. have 
1 ever ascribed to it our failure to obtain a fair 
trade at Siam. 

This failure had its principal source in a 
cuise which. I presume here once more to 
repeat it. the mo.st skilful negociation and the 
most conciliatory conduct in everv partv di- 
rectly or indirectly concerned could not have 
been adetpiate to remove. The partv witli 
which 1 negociated drew its whole profits and 
emoluments from the very restrictions which 
it was my object to remove and without re- 
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moving which an intercourse with Siam can h(‘ 
of no value to any European nation. Tlie real 
circumstances of the European trade were 
knowTi only to this party, and kept a snug job 
in their own hands, while the Government 
derived little or no benefit by the intercourse. 
Of this party the Prah Klang, the author of the 
letter upon which I am remarking, i.s the active 
agent. He is abetted by his chief, the Prince 
Krom-Chiat, and assisted by a knot of natura- 
lized Mahommedans, descendants of settlers 
from the coast of Coromandel, a keen and 
subtile race of people, who share in the per- 
quisites derived from the trade, d'he Prah 
Klang is himself a man, for his situation, of 
very considerable talents, but extremely rapa- 
cious, His deceit and subtility would l)e more 
successful if his open and frequent practice 
of them did not render them too obvious and 
notorious. I was sufficiently advised of the 
character of this individual before coining 
to Siam, and while he was making the fairest 
profes.sions I received authentic intelligence, 
before I was above a few days in the country, 
that he was already intriguing [against] the 
main object of the Mission — a licence for free 
and fair trade. Of the shifts and expedients 
which he employed to effect this object suffi- 
cient evidence is already in possession of 
Government in the jornnal of the Mission. But 
in defence of my own reputation I shall adduce 
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one more example of this disposition which I 
have not submitted to Government before 
l)ecanse I attached no other value to it than as 
it afforded me convincing evidence of the real 
character of this individual. Having learnt 
that the Commander of the John Adam was a 
dissatisfied person he did not scruple to tamper 
with this individual and to practise upon his 
indiscretion. Warned of this I expressly pro- 
hibited the latter from holding all intercourse 
with him but was disobeyed. T"pon one occa- 
sion he was led into a conversation of a most 
improper nature, and of the real character of 
which he was so little aware that he insisted 
upon delivering a paper containing the sub- 
stance of it to me as a public idocument. Such 
imprudent conduct as is here described may 
i-eadily be supposed to have afforded the Prah 
Klang grounds for having made the charge 
against the same individual in his letter of 
asserting that it was the intention of the English 
to invade the countrv. I now beg leave to 
anne.x this paper as affording an authentic 
proof of the character which I have ascribed 
to the Prah Klang, as well [as] of the trouble- 
some natm'e of those other obstacles which I 
had occasionally to encounter in the course of 
my negociation. 

I shall now beg leave to conclude my 
remarks upon the letter of the Siamese Minister 
by respectfidly offering it as my opinion that 



91 


the whole is dictated by fear and apprehension, 
in the first place for having evaded, by unwor- 
thy subterfuges, our just and equitable demands 
on the subject of commerce, in the second for 
having refused to arrange on equitable grounds 
the afEair of Queda, and lastly from a consci- 
ousness that the very illiberal and irritating 
conduct which he himself pursued towards 
private individuals of our nation was in a great 
measure the cause of those indiscretions which 
were committed. 

I mav here finally observe that during the 
whole of our long stay of nearly four months 
in Siam, not a whisper was breathed of tlu' 
allegations now brought forward. Indeed upon 
the very day and night I embarked. I received 
from the ]\Iinister, but especially from the 
Prince, stronger professions of friendship and 
goodwill than upon any former occasion. Tlu' 
answer to the letter of the (rovernor (Jeneral 
which I brought back not only expresses no 
dissatisfaction, but is couched in terms of 
friendlv acknowledgment. This letter however 
was delivered into my own hands and it might 
not therefore be thought discreet to make me 
the bearer of a complaint against myself. 
That complaints however have been made in 
the answer to the letter of the (Governor of 
Penang, which I received sealed ten days after 
quitting Siam, but this also was couched in 
very amicable language. Many other oppor- 
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tunities might have occurred since I quitted 
Siam, but the necessity of making out a case 
does not appear to have occurred to the Prah 
Klang for at least seven months after my 
departure. It may finally be remarked that 
throughout the whole of the Prah Klang’s 
letter, although much regret be feigned at the 
failure of the objects of the Mission, no hint 
whatever is given of a desire to place that 
trade upon that equitable footing which he 
knows to be the object of our wishes which 
requires only the sanction of his party and 
might be conveved in a few sentences. 


I have &ca. 

(Signed) J. Crawfurd. 


Calcutta 
3d April 1823. 
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FORT WILLIAM 11th April 1823. 

Xo. 20 Contd. 

Copy of a paper given in by the Commander 
of the Mission Ship. 

Questions put to me by the Minister yes- 
terday. 

Question. Do you positively go to Cochin 
China after Siam. 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Does the Ambassador intend seeing 
the King of Cochin China. 

Answer. Certainly it is the object for which 
he visits Cochin China. 

Question. What is this object. 

Answer. To establish commerce and a friend- 
ly intercoimse between the two 
nations. 

Question. How many musquets have you for 
the King of Cochin China. 

Answer. That question relates to the Am- 
bassador and not to me. 

Question. I see that you fear the Ambassador. 

Answer. I do not fear my King, there is only 
One whom I fear, that is mv God — 
an Englishman is a stranger to fear. 

Question. But you must know what the pre- 
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Answer. 


Question 

Answer, 


Question. 

Answer. 


sents consist of, and whether there 
are musquets among them. 

To say that I do not know what 
tlie presents consist of would he 
an untruth : wdiv do vou ask me 
this question when 1 told the Prince 
in your presence that que.stions of 
this nature related to the Ambassa- 
dor and do not concern me, my 
business being entirely with the 
ship. 

I ask you merely as a friend about 
the musquets. 

Were you to ask me generally v\diat 
the presents consist of I should 
make the same reply as I have 
done about the muskets, and if you 
are my friend, refrain from putting- 
questions to me relating to the 
Ambassador, for 1 must decline 
answering them, his business is 
entirely political, and it does not 
become me to interfere, any other 
questions I shall be most happy to 
answer. 

I only wished to try you, but I find 
your answers very proper and I 
shall say no more on the subject. 

It is not right to question me. 
lour King’s objects and plans are 
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not known to every body and why 
should ours be — all that I can say 
is that our present object is peace 
and commerce! 

Question. There is a disagreement between 
the Chinese and English at Canton. 

Answer. I am aware that there is (I then re- 
lated what we had heard) but the 
Chinese had better not irritate the 
English, for we can both make and 
break Kings, as we have often done 
before. 

Question. The Chinese are a very populous 
nation. 

Answer. They are, but it is in the power of 
the English to annihilate them when 
they please, and that in less than a 
year. 

Question. The Emperor of China thinks him- 
■self the greatest King on earth. 

.\nswer. The fhnperor of China is made to 
believe so, and is kept in ignorance 
by his high officers of state, and 
may not know the strength and 
power of the English. We are 
inclined to be peaceable but shovdd 
a war be declared between the two 
nations the English would drive the 
Chinese before them like a flock of 
sheep, and lay waste their country. 
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Question. 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 


Question. 

Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 


What could the Emperor of China 
do against a nation of warriors. 

I know very well that what you say 
is true. 

It is but too true, and the more 
enlightened Chinese residing at 
Canton who noij} know our power 
dread a rupture between the two 
nations. 

Would not the English suffer very 
much from losing their trade. 

They might for a short time. The 
Chinese derive as much advantage 
from the trade as we do, and w'ould 
regret the trade being stopped more 
than the English. We do not 
depend on China for trade, more 
particularly now when we are at 
peace with all the world. 

Where do you go after Cochin 
China. 

Where the Ambassador pleases. 

Do you go to Macao and Manilla. 

I believe we shall, but the Governor 
General of India has given the 
Ambassador such power, that he 
can order the ship to go where he 
thinks proper. 
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Question. 
A tiswer. 


((Question. 


Answer. 

(Question. 

Qiu'stion. 

.\nswer. 

(Question. 

.\iiswer. 

(j)uestion. 

Answer. 

(^ne>tioii. 

■Vnswer. 


Is that written down in his instruc- 
tions. 

I do not know ; the (iovernor 
General of India places sncli 
confidence in the Anil>assad('r s 
judgment and ability that I ‘honld 
think not. 

The Ambassador will have a loni>- 
joiu-ney to make when he goes to 
Cochin China, as the King lives a 
great distance from Saigon. 

How far from Saigon does the King- 
live. 

A very, very long way. fifty rlays' 
journey. 

Has the Amha.ssador letters I'oi- 
Macao and Manila. 

I believe not. 

MHiy does he go to tlio.se jiiaces. 

It is his pleasure. 

Was Hie King of Queda at Penang 
when you were then'. 

Yes. 

Why did he leave his countrx . 

He was obliged to leave it I be- 
lieve. 

The Siauu'se wislu'd to inarcb 
tbniugli his country to make war 


Que.stion. 



Answer. 

(Question. 

-Answer. 

Question. 

Answer. 


Question. 

Answer, 


9S 


on the Bunnahs. i'lie Ivinii: of 
Queda is tributary to the King of 
Siam and ought to have allowed 
the Siamese a ))assage through his 
eountrv. 

I believe the Siamese soldiers com- 
mitted great havoc in the K. of 
Queda’s dominions and compelled 
him to dy. 

Is it not disgraceful for a King to 
<juit his country like a coward in- 
stead of defending it. 

Yes, certainly. 

Would the English make war on 
the Siamese if they invaded Queda. 
and what would the English do if 
a war took place between the two 
countries. 

I cannot answer that (juestion. The 
King of Queda is an ally of ours ; 
it is the English custom to defend 
their friends and place them in 
safety. Should the King of Siam 
become our ally then your question 
is easily answered. 

What would the English do in that 
case. 

They would do all in their power 
to effect a peace between the two 
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■Ijnestioii. 

Question. 

Answer. 

Que.stion. 

.\n.swer. 


Question. 


eountries in such a way that hotli 
Kings should come off with lionoi-. 
The English have often done tin’s 
before, and have saved much blood. 
It is their wish that nations should 
be at rest. 

Good. 

Has the Aniba.s.sador much trade' 
on board. 

To my certain knowledge not a 
pin’s worth. 

r was told that he had. 

Whoever told you so, told a false- 
hoood and wished to throw discre- 
dit on the Ambassadoi-, It is be- 
neath an English Ambassadors 
dignity to trade, or the dignity of 
any man in an official situation, 
in our King’s .service. .\n officer 
would be degraded and disjuissed 
Ins employments were it known 
that he had anything to do with 
trade. When out of the King’s 
service a man may trade as much 
as he pleases. Trade with us is 
always considered respectable when 
not connected with the King’s 
Service, for both cannot be att(*nd('d 
to faithfully. 

Very just. 
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After some further eoiiversatioii about 
the Miiglisli mode of tigliting' duds, the trade 
of Siam, as to its imports and exports, and 
other to])ies. 1 left tlie Minister. 

(Signed) T. McDonnell. 

Shij) John Adam 
14th Apl. l<S:li. 

(A true (’opy) 

(Signed) J. ('i.'awitri). 
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FORT \VILLIA:\r I>7th June' 1S2:1. 


To (jr. SwiNTON Esqr. 

S(“cretary to the Gcn't. 

Sir, 

Having in the annexed Journal* of my 
proceedings given an ample narrative of every 
circumstance relating to mv intercourse and 
negociations with the Governments of Siam 
and Cochin Chijia, I shall confine myself in 
this report to exhibiting a general view of the 
condition of these countries and of the ))oliti.‘al 
results of the Mission, reserving all detailed and 
minute statements for other opportunities. 

1. Beginning with Siam which became 
the first object of enquiry, this kingdom, al- 
though reduced in its geographical limits within 
the last half century by the encroachments of 
the Burmans, is probablv at present a country 
of more solid strength and resources than at 
any former period of its history. Its ter- 
ritorv is of very irregular form and it would 
be difficult or impossible in the present state of 
our knowledge to give a true estimate of its 
superficies. The Siame.se race extends however 
to the south as fur as 7 ' North latitude, and 
the Malayan tributaries of Siam as far as . 
To the North, the extreme confines of the 
Siamese territory extend, as far as we could 
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learn, to latitude 25°. On the Bay of Bengal, 
however, the Siamese territories reach at pre- 
sent no further than the port of Tavoy belong- 
ing to the Burmans in Latitude 13° North and 
Longitude 98° East. On the East coast of 
the Gulf of Siam its territories extend to Lati- 
tude 11° and to Longitude 104° East as far 
as the port and town of Athien or Kang- Kao, 
which itself is in possession of the Cochin 
Chinese. The neighbours of the Siamese to 
the North West are the Pegu or Mon race, 
subject to the Burmans ; to the North the 
Burmans and Chinese of the Province of 
Yunan ; and to the East and South East the 
Kambojans and Cochin Chinese. 


2. The principal race inhabiting the 
Siamese territory consists of six distinct nations, 
vizt : the proper Siamese ; the Lao or Laos : 
the Pegu or Mon ; the Kambojans ; the iMalay 
and the Chinese. The whole population ac- 
cording to the best accounts which 1 could 
obtain amounts to about 5,000,000 in the fol- 
lowing proportions. 


Siam and Lao (considered equally 
populous) 

Peguers ... 

Kambojans 

Malays 

Chinese 


4,200.000 

42.000 

50.000 

15.000 
700,000 


5.142.000 
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3. "J'he proper Siamese race inhabits 
generally the alluvial tract of the Me-nam at the 
upper end of the Gulf. The Lao I’aee inhabits 
the territory lying to the North of these, and 
generally from the latitude of 18° to ' 2 ^". 
They have long been subject to the Siamese 
and speak a dialect of the same language. 
The Pegners are a small remnant of thac race 
who have sought refuge imder the Siamese 
(xovernnient from the greater tyrannv of the 
Burmans. by whom about fifty years [ago] 
they were conquered. The ancient kingdom 
of Kamboja W'as about 36 years ago dismem- 
bered. A portion of it then fell into [the] 
hands of the Siamese, a much larger one into 
those of [the] Cochin Chinese, and a portion 
still remains independent under its own race of 
kings. This event explains how the Kambo- 
jans came to form a portion of the subjects. 
The ilalay States tributary to Siam are five in 
number, two of these, vizt. Pera and Queda 
are situated upon the West Coast of the Penin- 
sula, and three — Patani. Tringanu and Kalantan 
upon the Last. All these have unquestionably 
been more or less dependent upon Siam from 
the earliest knowledge of Europeans. 

4. The (diinese whose numbers are at 
present so great, are scattered over every part 
of the country in tlie same manner as they ai'e 
found among the islands of the Indian Archi- 
pelago. Thev are chiefly however found at 
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the seats of commerce and industry, engaged 
in the smelting and manufacture of iron, in the 
cultiu-e of pep])er, in the culture of the sugar 
cane and manufacture of sugar, and in trade. 
At Bangkok, the capital, it is supposed they are 
equal!}' numerous with the native populati'in. 
In the end of the 17th century I find their 
numbers nowhere rated at above 4 or 5,000. 
About 30 years ago there sat upon the throne 
of Siam a king of the half Chinese race, and 
it was through the extraordinary encouragement 
which he gave to his countrymen that they 
were induced to resort to the country and 
settle i:. in such numbers. This extraordinary 
accession of Chinese population constitutes 
almost the only great and material change 
which has taken place in the state of the king- 
• dom during many centuries. 

5. The natural advantages of Siam in 
point, of harbours, rivers and internal naviga- 
tion are very considerable. The navigation of 
the (iulf itself is one of the safest and easiest 
in the Eastern Seas. On its west coast are the 
ports of Sungora and Ligor, and that of Bruidon 
less known. This last is formed by the mouth 
, of a river, where there is 14 or 15 feet water 

and which is therefore navigable for vessels of 
considerable burden. At the head of the bay 
are three ports formed by the three emboucli- 
iires of the Me-nam. At the western and the 
middle one of these, called Mek-long and Ta- 
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chin, no more than eight feet water are found 
at spring tides, so that they are inaccessilde to 
vessels of any considerable burden. The 
eastern branch of the Me-nani, or that of 
Bangkok, is the great port of ISiam. This is 
navigable with ease and safetv to ail niendiant 
vessels under 250 tons. 

6. Towards the eastern coast of the (nilf 
we determined by actual survey the merits 
of one harbour, that of the Si-Chang i.slands. 
From this indeed down to the latitude of 
11° the coast is so thickly crowded with 
islands, having navigable channels and good 
anchorage between them, that it may almost 
be looked upon as one great harbour through- 
out. The principal ports of native commerce 
in this quarter are Chantabun and Tungyai, the 
principal seats of the culture and trade of . 
pepper, cardaraums and gamboge. Chantabun, 
the most important, has an extensive ( 'hiiie.se 
population engaged in the pepper culture. The 
town is about 15 miles up a small river, which 
has no more than 5 feet as its entrance, but 
off this, where there is shelter behind the 
neighbouring islands, it has water enough For 
ships of considerable size. To these jiorts the 
Siamese do not admit strangers. 

7. The conquests of the Burmans have 
nearly cut the Siamese off from all connection 
with the Bay of Bengal. Jn this direction they 
possess only the ports of Junk Ceylon and 
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Baiig-ri, at present very little frequented. 
Tavoy and Mergui, the principal ports, are in 
the hands of the Burmans, and the inhabi- 
tants in this quarter being a conquered and 
dissatisfied people these are of little use to 
themselves or to strans^ers. Their exclusion 
from the navigation of the Bay of Bengal 
affords a subject of great uneasiness to the 
Siamese Court and to regain possession of 
their ports in that quarter is at present one 
of the great objects of its ambition and 
policy. 

8. The facilities for internal nat^igation 
and intercourse possessed by Siam are also 
very considerable. Two great rivers are under 
the territory of Siam — ^the Me-nam and the 
river of Kamboja, — ^but the latter which passes 
through and empties itself within the territory 
of Cochin China is comparatively of little im- 
|K)rtance with the former. It passes however 
through Laos and the capital of that country 
is situated upon it. The Me-nam and its 
branches afford at their mouths conveniences 
for navigation of the most favourable nature 
over a track of 70 miles broad and further to 
the north over a still wider area. The whole 
course of the Me-nam extends to between 7 
and 800 miles and from the best accounts we 
could collect it appears to be navigable for 
boats fit to carry merchandize to the extent of 
400 miles. The boats which conduct an in- 
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tercourse with places beyond this are compelled 
by the shallowness of the river to wai* tl;:- 
period of its rising to proceed in their annual 
voyages to the capital. 

Bv the river of Bang-Pakong- and bv 
canals of communication Siam is connected 
with Kamboja by a navigation of 20 days. 
Several routes cross the Peninsula, and connect 
the Bay of Siam with that of Bengal and the 
Straits of Malacca. From Queda to Singora 
merchandize is carried across the Peninsula on 
elephants in five days. From Trang on the 
Western to Ligor on the Eastern coast of the 
Peninsula the distance by elephants is about 
3 days joimney, and a man on foot may travel 
dispatch in two. Another frequented route is 
from Punpin, opi)osite to Junk C'eylon. to 
Bandon which is parallel to it on the other 
coast. By all these routes very considerable 
quantities of European and Indian merchandize 
find their way to Siam, and in particular, 
they become outlets of importance to the tra<le 
of Prince of Wales’s Island. 

9. In considering this subject I may 
advert to the incalculable advantages which 
would result to general commerce from the 
existence of an easy and safe communication 
by water between the Gulf of Bengal and Siam. 
The result of the enquiries which I made on the 
subject is, that such a communication would 
be mo.st easily effected and would be most use- 
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fill in about the latitude of 8' North. Between 
the head of the river of Bandon, which as 
already mentioned admits vessels drawing 14 
or 15 feet water, and the head of the river of 
Ponga, which itself falls into the western sea 
behind Junk Ceylon, and the numerous small 
islands in this direction, where there is shelter 
from the monsoons, the distance is said to be 
but two days’ ordinary joiumey. Were such a 
communication practicable Siam and Cochin 
China would be brought nearer to us by a 
dsitance equal to 16° of latitude, while the 
precarious and tedious navigation of the Straits 
of Malacca would be altogether avoidetl. 

10. The wide extent of the Siamese 
dominions admits of great diversity of soil and 
productions, and I believe I may safely say 
that no country in the world is more highly 
gifted by nature. Its productions in the mi- 
neral, vegetable and animal kingdom are not 
only of great variety, but such as are well 
suited to stimidate commercial enterprize and 
attract the resort of foreign nations. 

11. In the mineral kingdom the products 
are iron, tin, copper, lead and gold. The iron 
mines are found at from 200 to 300 miles 
distance from the capital and to the North of it 
either directly in the neighbourhood of the 
river or very near to it. Much of the ore is 
imperfectly smelted upon the spot, and in this 
state carried down to the capital, where it is 
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fabricdtsd into culinary and other utensils 
The Chinese have of late years entered with 
spirit into the smelting and manufacture of 
iron, and consequently it forms at present one 
of the most valuable articles of exportation, 
and is sent in large quantities to the Malayan 
islands, Kamboja and Cochin China. The 
small labour at which this product is obtained 
in Siam is implied in its price — a picul of the 
common bar iron costing no more then 4 
Rupees. 

12. Tin in Siam is diffused over more 
extensive geographical limits than in any other 
part of the world, and for productiveness the 
mines of Junk Ceylon may be considered to 
stand next in rank to those of Banca if they 
be not indeed in this respect equal to them. 
Neither, however, the mines of this metal nor 
those of copper, lead or gold have in Siam 
e.xperienced the benefit of the industry and 
enterprize of the Chinese, and the produce 
therefore is comparatively of small importance. 
The tin and gold mines are wrouglit by the 
Siamese, those of copper and lead by some of 
the mountain tribes who deliver them as tribute. 
The quantity of tin which finds its way to the 
capital, and is from thence exported, amounts 
to 8,000 piculs or about 500 tons. 

13. Although the alluvial tract of the 
Me-nam and other spots be highly cultivated, 
yet from all I could learn the far greater por- 
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tion of the country is covered with primeval 
forests. The most valuable production^ of 
these are teak wood, rose wood, eagle wood 
and sapan wood. The teak is of the same 
quality with that of Ava, and found indeed 
nearly in the same forests. It is floated down 
to the capital of Siam often to a distance 
of 300 miles. Little of this is exported by 
foreisners. The Siamese themselves construct 
their large junks of it, and four or five of these 
are always to be seen on the stocks at the 
capital. A close grained wood of a red colour, 
somewhat resembling mahogany, and called by 
the Portuguese “pao rosa” or rose wood, is 
produced in abundance in the forests of Siam. 
This wood which is fit for furniture and orna- 
mental purposes is exported in very large 
quantities by the Chinese, particularly to 
Canton and the island of Hai-nan. 

14. The most valuable produce of these 
forests, however, is probably the dye wood 
called Sapan. There is no part of the world 
that gives this production in such cheapness or 
abundance. It forms the dunnage of all the 
Chinese junks, and the principal part of the 
cargoes of many of them. The precious per- 
fume called agila or eagle is obtained in the 
islands on the East Coast of the Gulf of Siam 
and some of the mountains in the continent. 
This commodity, which is in great demand in 
all the Western countries of Asia, is believed 
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to be the exclusive production o£ Siam and 
Cochin China. 

15. The staple productions of culture are 
rice, sugar, pepper and tobacco. The great 
rice country is of course the tract subjected to 
the inundations of the Me-nam. This portion 
of the country is of remarkable fertility and 
yields rice with a comparatively small portion 
of labour, so that there is no place where in 
ordinary years grain can be had at a cheaper 
rate than in Siam. 

16. Sugar was first produced in Siam 
from the cane about 13 years ago, when the 
Chinese, in consequence of some additional 
privileges conferred upon them by the Court, 
entered upon the cultivation of the cane. In a 
very few years therefore the commodity began 
to be exported and such has been the rapidity 
of the growth of this branch of industry that 
it is reckoned that at present not less than 

80.000 piculs are annually exported. 

17. Pepper is another article the cultiu-e 
of which is in the hands of the Chinese. The 
East Coast of the Gulf about the latitude of 
11° and 12° are the countries in which this 
branch of agriculture is successfully carried 
on. The quantity of this article which is 
exported, and almost entirely to China, is about 

60.000 piculs, which is foiu* times the quantity 
produced upon Prince of Wales’s Island, and 
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equal to the whole production of the West 
Coast of Sumatra, heretofore considered to 
afford the great bulk of all the pe])per of com- 
merce. The Siamese Minister informed me 
himself that upwards of 40,000 picids were 
annually given in as tribute to the King. The 
branch of revenue arising from this monopoly 
is realized nearly on the same principles as the 
forced deliveries of the Dutch in this same 
production, in coffee and in other articles. 

18. I have enumeiated the article of 
tobacco merely to show by its example that 
a favourable and extraordinary start has of 
late years taken place in the industry of the 
country. Twenty years ago this commodity 
was chiefly imported from Java, but at present 
the Siamese, who are great consumers of this 
drug, produce not only enough for their own 
consumption, but export a considerable quantity 
to Kamboja and to Cochin China. 

19. The same portion of the country 
which produces pepper, produces also large 
quantities of gum gamboge and cardamoms, 
the latter of a fine quality and in great esteem 
amongst the Chinese. Benjamin is produced 
chiefly in the kingdom of Lao and has of late 
years been exported in considerable quantities. 
This is a commodity which has commonly been 
supposed to be peculiar to the Islands of 
Sumatra and Borneo. 
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' 20 . Of animal products a rtmiarkaldc 
variety applicable to the purposes of coniuieree 
is afforded by Siam. The ('hinese deal ex- 
tensivelv in almost all of them. These consist 
of }iid(*s. jieltry. horns, bones, ivory, feathers, 
salt tish, stick lac and esculent birds nests. 

^1. Tlu' hides consist ])rin(;i])ally of deer 
skins, of which the Dutch used in former times 
to take from Siam to Japan about IdO.OOO a 
year, with buffalo or elejdiant s and rhinoceros’ 
bides. The peltry consists of tie;er. leopard, 
otter and cat skins. llesides the horns e\- 
jiorted for economical uses, rhinoceros horns 
and (kau's antlers in a peculiar staye of their 
formation are e.vj)orted by the (,'hinese for 
their supposed meditanal virtues. ( )f boiu's. 
an immense (juantity is carried to ('hina. a few 
of them for medicinal purp!(>'es. hut l)y far the 
yreater (pianfitv to l)e yround down and us(‘d 
as a dressiny for the liiyhly cultivated but 
exhausted soils of sonu* of the most popniiuis 
districts of China. 

22 . Stick lac of the finest (pialitv whitdi 
is anv where to be found forms a very valu- 
able product. It is chiefly obtained from Lao 
and the northern parts of the country. Of 
this production not less than IS, 000 piculs are 
annually sent to China. 

23. ( )ne valuable ai ticle remains still to 
be mentioned ; culinary .salt, which is produced 
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in a degree of excellence and cheapness which 
is nowhere exceeded. This eommoditv is 
manufactured in the districts lying upon the 
central and western extremes of the Me-nam. 
The whole is obtained by solar evaporation, 
and the peculiar fitness of the soil and climate 
for the manufacture is sufficiently indicated 
not onlv bv the cheapness of the salt, hut by 
the size and purity of its crystal. This com- 
moditv is brought to the capital and easily 
distributed over the most populous parts of the 
country bv means of the innumerable canals 
or small rivers which intersect the tract of 
inundation. The traffic in it indeed con.stitutes 
the largest branch of native commerce. 

24. After this brief sketch of the pro- 
ductions of Siam, 1 shall offer a still shorter 
one of the foreign wares and products which 
the Siamese take in exchange for them. These 
consist generally of tlie manufactures of 
China. From the Chinese the Siamese receive 
manufactured silks, common earthen ware in 
large quantity, with a little fine porcelain, tea, 
paper, toys and certain articles of wearing- 
apparel. 

25. From Western India they receive 
opium, cotton piece goods and a small quantity 
of embroidered silks. Of opium, from the 
best information I could obtain, the annual 
consumption .seems to he about 200 chests. 
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The whole of this is the prodnet of our Bensal 
Provinces, and indeed I believe that no other 
~ description of o|>iiini has ever l)een tried 
in the Siamese market. Xotwithstandiny tlie 
enhanced price tlm consumption has been in- 
ereasino’ from year to year with the increas- 
inji' foreign (a)mnierce of the country. The 
<airrent price previous to the late extraordinary 
rise was 5.000 ticals a chest. Allowing this 
price for the quantity consumed, it appears 
that the Siamese pay a million of ticals a year 
for our opium or about a inilion and a quarter 
of Calcutta rupet's. 

;2(). The cotton piece goods of India, espe- 
cially the chintzes of Surat and the Coromaixlcl 
Coast, appear from time immemorial to have 
been articles of considerable demand. .About 
the capital especially a very large propm’tiou 
is clothed with these articles. I have been 
informed that the annual quantity either im- 
ported direct by European vessels, brought by 
junks from Batavia and the Straits of Malacca, 
or across the Peninsula, does not fall short of 
five hundred bales. 

' 27 . ( )f European manufactures those 

most in demand among the Siamese are white 
cotton goods, chcaj) woollens, fire arms and glass 
ware. The taste for this class of commodititis 
appeared to me to be so general amongst the 
Siamese that nothing .st'emed wanting to give 



the branch of trade connected with it value 
and stability but a moderate share of freedom 
and security. 

28. It would be satisfactory to me to he 
enabled to lay l)efore (rovernment a detailed 
estimate of the import and exjjort trade of 
Siam, and while I was upon the spot 1 spared 
no j)ains to obtain materials for it. With 
respect to tlie principal articles my empiiries 
were not unattended witli suc’cess. but from 
the character of the (iovernment and the 
nature of my own situation it was impossible 
to procure any statement a))])roachiny' to com- 
pleteness or accuracy. 

Instead therefor<‘. of sul)mitrin<’' to (Jov- 
ermnent such imperfect materials as I obtained 
I shall prefer the j)lan of liivinu’ an account of 
the number, toimaire and character of tin* 
shippinu' eni>ai>ed in tin* foreitrn ti-ade of Siam. 
Such a sketch 1 hope will afford the l)est data 
for estimatinu- the commercial caj)acities of 
the country and the real amount of its foreign 
trad(‘. which upon the whole appears to me to 
e.xceed that of any country in India, not under 
the protection of an huropean Government, 
with the e.xceptipn of Ghina. Xearlv the whole 
of this trade centres in the river Me-nam and 
the port of Banarkok. Cliantabim, the most 
con.siderable port on the (‘astern shore of the 
Gulf, is nearly shut aoains!: foreign trade, and 
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that which is carried on at the ports of Ligor 
and Suns:ora on the Western Coast, is not 
very considerable. 

29. The foreign trade of Siam is 
conducted wdth China, Cochin China and 
Kamboja, certain native ports of the Indian 
Islands, Batavia, the European ports in the 
Straits of Malacca, British India and Ame- 
rica. 

30. Of all these the trade with China is 
incomparably of the greatest value and amount. 
This is conducted with almost every ])ort of 
that great country, being by no means confined, 
like the trade of Europeans, to one part of that 
empire, or two at the most. The trade with 
the Province of Canton, including the Island 
of Hoinan and Fokien is the most considerable, 
but there is also a trade carried on with the 
more Northern provinces of Chi-Kiang and 
King-nan. 

31. The greater number of the junks 
engaged in this trade are constructed in the 
river of Siam, where from S to 10 are annually 
built. Their size usually depends upon the 
nature of the Chinese port with which thev are 
connected, the bulkiness or otherwise of the 
article suited to each particular market, and 
other considerations. It varies from 1,600 
piculs or 100 tons up to 15,000 piculs or near 
1,000 tons. Of the latter descrijrtion are two 
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j links belonging to the King o£ Siam, which 
proceed annually to Canton, and under pretext 
of an Embassy are loaded with merchandize 
exempt from duties. Of the larger description 
generally from 18 to 21 junks belong to the 
King of Siam himself or the Princes and other 
persons about his Court. All these vessels, 
with very trifling exceptions, are commanded 
and navigated by Chinese. 

32. The trade of Cochin China and 
Kamboja is chiefly conducted with the ports 
of Saigun and Kangkao, and compared to 
the latter is very inconsiderable indeed in 
point of amount. These junks are also 
exclusively navigated by Chinese mariners. 
The main exports from Siam are iron and 
the imports raw silk. 

33. Palembang in Sumatra and some 
of the ports on the north and west coasts 
of Borneo, the Island of Celebes and the 
Straits of Malacca are the places in the Indian 
Archipelago which have a commercial in- 
tercourse with Siam. The imports in this 
intercourse are gold and certain descriptions 
of native cloth, and the exports, iron, salt 
and oil. 

With Batavia the trade is carried on in 
Chinese jimks of about 7,500 piculs burthen, 
and with Singapore, Malacca and Penang in 
the same description of vessels, seldom averag- 
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ing beyond 5,000 piculs. 

34. The trade with British India is con- 
ducted principally from Surat and Bombay, 
and occasionally from Bengal. During the 
long war with France, when every other 
branch of this trade ceased, the Surat ships, 
generally from two to three annually, conti- 
nued to frequent the port of Bangkok. The 
supercargoes of these vessels have generallv 
been Parsees or Mohamedans. They have 
commonly imported gold and silver, silk 
tissues, and printed cloths, the manufacture 
of Western India, and have carried away gam- 
boge, eagle wood, sapan wood and, of late 
years, sugar. 

35. The American trade began in 1818 
with one ship. In 1819 there came three 
ships and 1821 four ships. In 1822 there 
was but one ship, the appearance of which 
was accidental, and she carried away but a 
small portion of a cargo. The Americans 
have indeed of late years in a great measure 
retired from the Indian trade in general ; 
but, I have no doubt, have abandoned that of 
Siam in particular from the vexatious res- 
traints to which they have found themselves 
exposed. 

36. The following sketch will exhibit a 
general view of the whole of the foreign trade 
of Siam. 
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Piculs. 


To the Port of Canton — 8 junks 


averaging 10,875 piculs . . 87,000 

To the Ports of Hai-nan 40 small 

junks averaging 2,800 piculs . 112,000 

To the Ports of Fo-kien, Che-Kiang 
and Kiang-nan 32 junks ave- 
raging 9,500 piculs ea. . . 304,000 

To Batavia 3 junks of 7,500 piculs 

ea. 22,500 

To Malacca and Penang 5 junks 

averaging 5,000 piculs ea. . 25,000 

To Singapore 27 small junks ave- 
raging to 15,000 piculs each , 40,500 


To China from Ligor 2 junks at 

6,500 13,000 

From Chantibmi to China . . . 604,000 

1 junk of 4.000 

From Bang Kok to Saigun in Cochin 
China 18 junks averaging 850 
piculs each 15,300 

Fields . . 623,300 

37. Allowing 16 piculs to each ton, it 

appears by this statement that the native trade 
of Siam conducted exclusively by the Chinese, 
will amount to near 39,000 tons, and that 
supposing the Chinese vessels require, as is 
probable, three times the number of mariners 
that an Eiu-opean vessel does, that this trade 
gives employment to above 8,000 hands. 
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38. If to this Chinese trade be added 
800 tons annually for the American trade, and 
1,000 for that of British India, and we conjec- 
ture that the Native Malayan trade also amounts 
to about this last sum, then we shall have an 
aggregate for the whole trade of 41,800 tons. 

39. The Government of Siam, of which 
I am next to give a sketch, is as complete an 
example of despotic power vested in one man as 
can well be imagined. Its influence pervades 
the whole frame of society, and the effects of 
its mischievous interference are everywhere 
discoverable. The King is not only the head 
of the State, but also of the church. There is 
no hereditary nobility nor hereditary priest- 
hood, nor indeed any other check whatever to 
his arbitrary will. The superstition of his 
subjects has clothed his person with super- 
natural attributes. Matters relating to himself 
or to his Government are spoken of by them 
only imysteriously or in whispers. Thus his 
name is, for e.xample, never mentioned, and 
it is pretended is unknown, except to a few- 
favourite courtiers. 

40. The administration of the Siamese 
Government is complex, but more formal and 
regular in detail than might be expected. 
There are nine grades of official nobility or 
titled persons descending from the Governors 
of provinces in regular gradation to the lowest 
officer of the Government. 
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41. All the male population of Siam are 
by law considered the slaves or servants of the 
State, and compelled to give it their gratuitous 
labour in whatever form it may be exacted 
from the age of 21 upwards for four months 
in each vear or in other words for one third of 
their future existence. The persons exempt- 
ed from this oppressive law are the whole 
officers of Government, the priesthood slaves, 
and amongst strangers, the whole Chinese po- 
pulation, but they only, for the Burmans, the 
Peguans, the Kambojans and even the des- 
cendants of the Portuguese Christians, are 
subject to this servitude. For those who are 
liable to it an exemption can only be purchased 
by a heavy pecuniary commutation. 

The system by which the population is 
organized and arranged for the purpose of 
rendering the forced services of the people 
available, forms the most important object of 
Siamese administration. To effect this the 
whole body of the people is divided into two 
equal parts designated the right and left hand 
sides. The two chief Ministers of Government 
preside respectively over these and the inferior 
officers commonly take their titles, such as 
centurion, decurion, &c., from the number of 
the divisions or sub .divisions over which thev 
exercise authority. 


43. The two great executive officers of 
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the Siamese Government are known in the 
language of the country by the names of the 
Kalahom and Ghakri. The first is Chief of 
the judicial and military branches of the 
administration, supposed, under this despotic 
government, to have a natural relation to each 
other, and more especially superintends the 
Government of the Southern provinces of the 
empire. The second superintends the fiscal 
department of the administration and is vested 
at the same time with the peculiar charge of 
the northern provinces. 

44. Under the Kalahom or chief of the 
right hand, are the principal judge and the judge 
of the palace, and under the Chakri or chief of 
the left hand, the superintendent of the land 
revenue and the Prah-Klang. This last has 
charge of all matters connected with trade and 
the royal monopolies, and as the Siamese Gov- 
ernment recognizes no foreign relation but what 
is connected with trade, he is also by implica- 
tion, the Minister of the affairs of Strangers. 
The Portuguese corruptly write his name Ber- 
kalong. Its meaning in the Siamese language 
as I have written it is, Lord or Chief of the 
Magazines or Warehouses, and it is e.xpressive 
of the nature of his functions. 

45. Such was the Siamese Government 
from early times down to the reign of His 
Present Majesty, who although he has permitted 
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the mere form to exist has made great innova- 
tions upon it. The two chief executive officers 
of the Siamese Government are no longer of 
any consequence, for under the title of Krorti 
or Superior Lord, the King has appointed four 
individuals of high rank, his own immediate 
relations, to superintend and direct the different 
branches of the administration, placing the 
ancient officers under their authority. The first 
of these has jurisdiction over the palace and 
is the counsellor and personal adviser of the 
Soverereign. The second superintends the 
whole judicial administration of the Kingdom ; 
the third the military administration and the 
fourth trade and the royal monopolies. (_)f 
the two latter the first superintends the 
general affairs of the western and southern 
provinces, and the last of the eastern or those 
assigned for the forced culture and delivery 
of pepper, cardamom and other articles of 
agricultural produce. The person holding 
the last office at present is Krom Chiat. 
the eldest and illegitimate son of the King', 
and the Prah Klang, with whom it was that 
we negociated, is his deputy, as well as his 
confidential agent. 

46. This outline of the Siamese Govern- 
ment ma\ be filled up by a brief review of 
the administration of justice, of the military 
force, of the revenue, and of the state of 
religion. 
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47. The administration of justice is more 
solemn and methodical than might be expected 
among such a people. There exist distinct 
courts for the administration of Civil and (Ti- 
minal law. Among the (Jovernors of Provinces 
the hereditary and military princes alone have 
the power of life and death. No capital exe- 
cution can take jdace elsewhere without a 
warrant of the Court, and in all cases there is 
an appeal to the chief judge. All evidence is 
taken up(»n oath and the law proceedings 
which are t){)(‘rose and tedious are invariably 
committed to writing. The Siamese laws them- 
selves exist in the form of a written code. 

4S. Fines and stripes constitute the chief 
punishments in Siam for all oft'ences and the 
itin oniinttim o-enerallv* Corporal punish- 

ment however is so very frequent among all 
classes that the infliction of it is hardly ('on- 
sidered as an affront. 

41). Upon the whole. 1 believe that tlie 
administration of the laws at Siam under His 
present Majestv is not ferocious or vindictive, 
but rather of a mild character. No capital 
punishment took place during the four months 
we were at the place, and for the two years 
before it. there had been but three, and these 
for very heinous offenses. 

50. The military forc(* is taken with 
little selection from tlie general levy of the 
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people which I have already described. The 
Siamese are evidently of a timid and cowardly 
character, and have no military virtues, except 
perhaps their ready submission to authority 
and the capacity of their physical frames to 
support privation and fatigue. The organiza- 
tion and discipline of their armies is purely 
native and, unlike the people of Western Asia, 
or their neighbours the Cochin Chinese, they 
have learned nothing from Europeans except 
a rude acquaintance of fire arms. The few 
troops we saw about the ca})ital were clothed 
in an uniform dress and armed with muskets. 

It is probable that they were a selection, but 
notwith-standiug. tlu'v were extremely wretched. 
The principal part of the army is always\,^ 
u])on the Burman frontier, and this I am told 
amounts usually to not less HO. 000 men. The 
Siamese have no apprehension of invasion from 
any other quarter and the consequence is that 
the capital is almost defenceless. Fire arms 
as they are purchased are constantly sent to the 
northern frontier, and no cannon is mounted 
upon the walls of the palace. I einpiired the 
cause of this last circumstance of one of the 
naturalized ^Xahomedans, who informed me 
that it was a precaution taken from apprehen- 
sion of treachery, a fact which points directlv 
at the extreme weakness of the Government. 

51. The revenues of the Siamese Gov- 
ernment are derived from the Corvees or 
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forced services, from a land tax, from certain 
excise duties, from Custom House duties, from 
monopolies, and from a capitation tax upou 
one class of its population. 

o2. The forced services, although not in 
proportion productive to the State, are of all 
others the heaviest tax upon the people. The 
most mischievous ingemiitv, indeed, could 
hardly devise a scheme more destructive of 
industrious hahits and adverse to public pros- 
l)erity than a system which devotes, as this 
virtually does, to the arbitrary. pia)digal and 
capricious will of the servants of (iovernment, 
one third portion of the manhood of almost all 
its subjects. 'Pherc was a ]>(‘riod in the histtu’v 
of the Siamese when matters were still worse, 
for I find on reference to all the Hinopean 
writers of the 17th ( 'entury. that by the ancient 
constitution of the Kingdom the period of the 
ft)r(!ed services was in their tinn>s ti. instead of 
4 months in the year, as at present. The 
favourable change which reduced it to the 
latter took place in the commencement of the 
reign of the late King or about 30 years ago, 
and with the exception of the influx of Chinese 
and the privileges conferred upon them, seems 
the only material change which has taken 
place in the condition of Siamese society 
during the period of the three centuries that 
Europeans have been acquainted with it. The 
whole male population of Siam. supj)osed to be 



liable to the military and other forced servicet^. 
is considered to amount to six hundred thousand. 
The annual labour of an adult is considered 
worth eighty-four piculs of rice or 156 ticals 
(11s. 1.57). 

.5d. The land tax is small and unproduc- 
tive in pro])ortion as the personal services are 
heavy and disturb or destroy the industrious 
habits of the people, and their natural devotion 
to rural occupation. 

54. The proprietory right of land re- 
tleemed from a state of nature and under 
culture is considered to be ve.sted in the Sove- 
reign. I’ncultivatetl land is too extensive in 
proportion to tlie population to be claimed bv 
any one. The value seems to be stated by the 
Stite not upon the land but upon the people 
or their labour. This is obvious in its rude 
and barbarous apj)ropriation at one period of 
Siamese history of a half and now of a third 
of the whole male labour of the countrv. It 
is for the same reason and not from anv 
feelings of political jealousy, as some have 
supposed, that the Siamese (Government inter- 
dicts its population from emigration. The 
loss of every individual appears to the Gov- 
ernment a loss of palpable and available reve- 
nue. and it calculates upon the loss of a subj(>ct 
nearly in the same way as the i)roprietor of 
slaves would on the elopement of a slave. 
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This pi’inciple, I have no doubt, is the source 
of the similar laws on the same subject which 
exist in China and Cochin China, however they 
may be explained by strangers t)r by natives. 

55. Although the soil be considered the 
property of the Sovereign, dwelling houses and 
other buildings witli fruit trees are held to be 
private property, and may be bought or sold, 
or transmitted as inheritance. 

5(). Tlie land tux is levied in kind, 
and the principle on which it is imposed is, 
1 think, among Asiatic (Jovernments peculiar. 
It is not a ta.x proportioned to the rent or 
]jroportioned to the produce, but a tax upon 
the suj.ierticies without regard to the quality 
of the land, provided it be <'u1tivated. Nothing 
but its extreme moderation could nmder a tax 
of this sort tolerable. I pon a Siamese measure 
called a sen. consisting of iO fathoms to a side, 
there is levied a y(‘arly tax of measures 
of rice in the hu>k. The result of this bv 
calculation, is that an acre of cultivated land 
])ays (idO lbs. of clean rice, worth on an avc'rage 
of several year> ds. l^d. per cent. 

57. Besides the ta.x paid in kind on the 
])rinciple now mentioned, there is universally 
paid a tax on certain fruit trees and other 
productions of the soil, which is one of the 
principal sources of the revenue. The amount 
of this varies with the nature of the tree oi’ 
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product. The Durian, a fruit liighly esteemed 
by the Siamese, pays 1 tical for each tree, 
while the mango pays no more than an eighth 
part of this amount. Among the products thus 
taxed are the tobacco and the sugar cane, the 
first paying ^th of a tical for each hundred 
plants, and the last a (piarter of a tical for each 
bed. 


58. The excise duties, if 1 may give them 
this name, consist of a tax on spirits, which is 
very productive, although the use of spirituous 
liquor be contrary both to law and religion : 
a tax on gambling : on shops ; on fisheries and 
the slaughter of animals, altho’ this last be 
most rigidly forbidden by the theory of the 
religion and law of the country. All of these 
are farmed and it was not difficult therefore to 
ascertain their amounts. 

59. The passion for spirituous liquors 
among the Siamese seems to prevail in propor- 
tion as it is interdicted to them bv relio-ious 
duties. In proof of this the public farm sells 
in the town of Bangkok alone for 102,000 ticals 
or 127,400 Kupees. 

fiO. The tax on gambling is an universal 
soiu-ce of revenue throughout the countrv. 
The Siamese are addicted to gambling, and the 
Chinese still more. The amount of this tax is 
commonly considered equid to th it of the tax 
on spirits. 
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61. A s])ecifio dutv is levied on all sho])s. 
ineliidino- the fioatini; houses and the niinierons 
boats upon the river, which are used as .shojjs. 
This tax is ratetl according to the nature of the 
trade which the owner of the slioj) conducts. 

(id. The tax on fislieries 1 think is levied 
oidy on the Me-nain. The shiugliter of the 
animals is confined to that of hogs. There is 
no point of their religion in which the Siamese 
are so rigid as that which interdicts taking 
animal life, hut the great increase in the number 
of (’hinese seems to have driven them in some 
measure even from this ])oint. (freat <pianti- 
ties of poultry are therefore daily exposed for 
sale, and dOO hogs are daily slaughtered in the 
market of Bangkok, the flesh of which is 
publicly hawked about in the streets and on 
the Me-nam. 

63. The Custom House duties consist of 
imposts upon goods impoited and exported, 
and duties upon tonnage or measurement. Tin- 
imposts upon goods often purport to be an 
ad valorem duty but rudely assessed. Upon 
the import cargo of European vessels it is 
levied as a percentage upon the whole value, 
as appraised by the officers of Government. 
With respect to the tonnage or measurement 
duty it varies with the place or nation with 
which the trade is conducted. The direct 
trade- with the e-outinent of China .md which is 
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really carried on by the native shipping of the 
port of Bangkok, is on that account free from 
all impost whether on goods or tonnage. The 
junks trading with Hai-nan, and which actually 
belong to the ports of that Island, pay a 
measinrement duty at a certain fixed rate per 
fathom of the breadth of the beam, and Euro- 
pean vessels twice as much. The amount of 
the revenue derived from the (\istoms it was 
found impracticable to obtain. 

ti4. The C'apitidation tax is confined to 
the Chinese and upon these is levied only upon 
the adult male j)opulation \vhi(*h includes 
men from 2d and upwards. In the city and 
province of Bangkok the number of persons 
paying the tax is ;I].(K)0, and it is thought 
that in all Siam there is much evasion. The 
amount for each individual is 2 ticals annually, 
with a .small commi.ssion to the Collector. 
Every f'hinese who pays receives a receipt and 
a badge which lie wears ujion his wri.st. and 
which, if he is seen without, he is liable to h{‘ 
.'Seized and made to pay again. 

The monopolies exercised bv the 
Siamese Government constitute, it is probable 
the most extensive source of its revenue. 
These monopolies, to its credit, do not extend 
to any of the great articles constituting the 
necessaries of life, .such as grain, salt or oil. 
but principally embrace such commodities as 
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are demanded in foreiorn markets of articles 
of luxury. In the greater number of them 
also the monopoly is not very rigid and after 
specified quantities of some others are deliver- 
ed, the trade is left free. The following are 
the principal commodities subject to monopoly, 
pepper, cardamoms, gamboge, sapan wood, 
eagle wood and benjamin, ivory, tin, esculent 
nests and turtles eggs. 

HO. A few of these articles are delivered 
as revenue but moi’e generally the King, in 
the manner practised by the Dutch and for- 
merly by ourselves, affects to pay for the com- 
modity, actually however, as may be supposed, 
giving greatly less than its intrinsic value. 
Thus for example be pays at Chantabun 10 
ticals for pepper which is worth 20 at Bangkok. 

I mav here observe, however, that the produc- 
tion of this article in particular, being in the 
hands of the Chinese, the (lovenunent is com- 
j)elled to give a more liberal ])rice than usual 
and in 1821 it was com])elled to raise it by no 
less than 2 ticals. The operation of this prin- 
ciple has of course been favourable even to 
the Government itself and is sufficient with 
the favourable character of the soil and cli- 
mate to account for the great production of 
this commodity, which I have already alluded 
to. For transporting the produce of these 
monopolies to the capital ver}' large establish- 
ments are constantly kejJt up. 
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67. After tliis summary of the articles 
composing the royal revenues I shall attempt 
to* estimate as far as practicable the amount of 
them, with a view of conveying some notion 
of the resources of the kingdom. 


Land Tax ... 

Spirit Farm ... 

(Tamhling Farm 

Farms of Shop Tax 

Fisheries of the Me-nam ... 

Capitulation of the Chinese 

Monopoly of esculent nests 

Profits on ^Monopoly of Sapan Wood 
at 1| per ])icul upon 150.000 
piculs ... 

Profits on monopoly of tin at 15 
ticals upon 4,000 piculs 

Profits on Monopoly of Pepper on 
40.000 piculs ... 

Profits on Monopoly of minor arti- 
cles as Eagle Wood. Carda- 
moms, Lead, Ivoiy, and gam- 
boge 

Custom House duties with profits 
upon commercial operations un- 
connected with the Monopolies 
conjectured at 


258.000 

264.000 

260.000 

165.000 
(i4.000 

200.000 
100.000 


225.000 


60.000 


320,000 


110,000 


200,000 


Total Ticals ... 2.226.000 
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68. By this rough statement the revemie 
of the Siamese Government will amount, when 
reduced to ru})ees, to two millions seven hun- 
dred and eighty-two thousand five hundred, 
and will a])pear to afford resources of no small 
momejit for such a state of societv. 

6‘J. The exjX’iises of the (tovermuent are 
from its character and nature by no means in 
])roj3ortion. The universal conscription saves 
if not the whole at least a great share of the 
ex])ense of maintaining the armv. as well as 
ovexw description of public establishment. I'be 
value of this to the Government upon an 
estimate of the valu(‘ of labour throughout the 
country cannot be much less than 7. 844.000 
ticals or 9. ISO. 000 rujxees a vear. 

70. The servants of the state of all ranks, 
with a few e.vceptions. instead of receiving 
regular salaries, are left in a measure to prey 
upon the people. The fixed mode of remime- 
ratiou is a tithe upon the collection, and all 
the officers of Government arc entitled to the 
gratuitous services of a stiited number of the 
common con.scription. The pernicious influ- 
ence of this system is so extensive at the 
capital that there exists no such thing as free 
labor, for the labor of every ind'vidual is ap- 
propriated by some Chief or other, without 
whose approval he cannot work, and when he 
.serves with it. he must pay a fine or share of 
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his wages for this privilege. This extends not 
only to the ordinary peasantry, but to artificers 
of every description. Notwithstanding this 
apparent economy there is I have been told 
seldom above 160,000 ticals or 200,000 rupees 
in the Royal treasury. The capricious and 
ostentatious expense of the Court itself, and 
the frequent largess given to the priests are 
the great sources of expenditure. 

71. The institutions connected with re- 
ligion have an extraordinary influence upon the 
character of the Government and of the people. 
There is no country, it appears to me, in which 
religion forms so much the business of life as 
in Siam. It is said that there are five thousand 
priests at the capital, and not less than 50.000 
throughout the kingdom. It is a peculiarity 
of the Buddhist religion, as it is established in 
Siam, that every man from the King down- 
wards must, once in his life, be ordained to the 
])rie.sthoo<l and pass a certain time in the 
exercise of its functions. These priests live 
in monasteries, are condemned to celibacy, and 
forbid to labor. These monasteries, which are 
by far the niost splendid buildings in the king- 
dom, are not endowed with lands or any fixed 
revenue. The priests are fed and clothed 
from the casual and voluntary charity of the 
people, but such is the devotion of the Siamese, 
that this proves an ample fund. The priests 
therefore, live in a degree of comfort which is 
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unknown among the people. 'I hroughout the 
whole of their immense body a system of rigid 
subordination and discipline is observed from 
the high priest down to the neophyte. The 
Government names all the priesthood, contri- 
butes in a great degree to their support, and 
being in this state of dependence, and destitute 
of hereditary privileges or property, the effect 
of their institution is to enhance the arbitrary 
power of the Government, and I make little 
(juestion ))ut that it is mainlv contributive 
to the formation of that exquisite and im- 
jt.aralleled system of despotism which prevails 
in Siam. 

7i. The spirit i>f their religious institu- 
tions is not only diffused over the whole botly 
of the native population, but extends also t<» 
.strangers residing in Siam. The Chinese e.spe- 
eiallv, whatever be their religious creed, profess 
themselves Buddhists as soon as they come into 
the country, intermarry with the Siamese, 
give alms to the priests, frequent the temples, 
»)Ccasionally become priests themselves, and 
sacrificing the practice of burying their dead 
and erecting costly .monuments over them, upon 
which in other countries prescribed by the 
Buddhist faith even the wonted bigotry of the 
Mohammedans is compelled in some measure 
to give way ; they often intermarry with 
the Siamese, salute rhe priests of Buddha as 
the% pass them, and pay their court to the 
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Siamese Chiefs and Government by making 
frequent ofiEerings to the priests and temples. 

73, On the character which is formed by 
these institutions, civil and religious, I shall 
offer a few w'ords. The disposition of the 
Government seems nearly to level all tlistinc- 
tions except those of its own temporary creation. 
The lower orders are on a level, and no symptom 
is discoverable of the institution of the castes 
which forms so characteristic a feature of the 
state of society in Hindostan. Independent of 
the distinction of nations and tribes the onh' 
other distinction is that of freemen and slaves. 
The latter class according to the information 
1 have received is numerous. Slaves beine bv 
law exempted from the forced services derive 
from this circumstance a peculiar value. They 
are not treated with inhumanity. The master 
may punish them by imprisonment or moderate 
corporal infliction, but no person independent 
of the laws, is vested with the power of life and 
death over them. An extraordinarv advance 
in latter times in the price of slaves would 
seem to imply an important change in the 
frame of society. About 50 ticals was in 
former periods the price of a good slave, but 
at pre.sent the average is about three times this 
amount. This implies an increased demand 
for labour, which has no doubt been the residt 
of that freedom from internal disorder and 
anarchy, and the augmentation of commerce 
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and industry, which have now prevailed for 
40 years, since the final expulsion of the 
Burmans. 

74. The absence of free labour makes it 
a matter of some difficulty to ascertain its 
actual price in Siam. The effect of the con- 
scription is of course equivalent to that of a 
heavy tax upon it. At the capital the price of 
common day labour is as high as a salting and 
a half or 7:^ annas, and carpenters work is paid 
at the rate of ^ a tical or 10 annas a day. which 
rates are at least double those of Calcutta. 
The nominal wages of a common day labourer 
at the ordinary price of the highest quality of 
grain, were he to labour 28 days in the month, 
would purchase mere grain equal to the con- 
sumption of IH individuals. From the nature 
of the forced services. hoAvever, it is evident 
that he cannot be expected to perform produc- 
tive labour for above two-thirds of this time, 
and that his wages are capable only of afford- 
ing food for twelve individuals instead of 
eighteen, from which again a great reduction 
must nece.s.snrily be made for the frequent 
holidavs enjoined by the Buddhist religion. 
Still I imagine the wages of labour to he amply 
j)aid in Siam, for tlu' hjibitations of the Siame.se 
})easantrv are economical, in their diet they 
are abstemious, the necessaries of life, consist- 
ing of salt, spices and dried fish, remarkably 
cheap, and their climate is such as to render a 
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very small portion of clotliing, tlieir dearest 
article of expenditure, sufficient. 

7o. The great quantity of fertile and 
appropriated land which exists, while it occa- 
sions a constant demand for labour, no doubt 
contributes, along' with the tax on labour itself 
in the shaj^e of forced services, to raise wages, 
while it prevents the price of provisions from 
advancing. 


7(). .Mendicity is not frequent in Siam, 
and what exists .seems to ari.se out of the 
religious institutions of the country. The ex- 
pensive alms bestowed upon the ju'iests do not 
deserve to come under this name. They are 
a voluntary tax paid by the nation towards the 
support of its religious institutions. The su- 
perfluitv of alms given to the priests, however, 
is indeed a source of mendicity in the laity, 
and with the precepts of the Buddhist religion, 
which enjoins giving charitv among all classes, 
is the principal cause of beggary. Beggars are 
very seldom seen in the streets or public places 
on common occasions, but on holidays when 
the temples are open, hundreds of them may 
be observed in these edifices while the prie.sts 
and the de^'Out among the laity may be seen 
ostentatiously distributing alms among them. 

77. The age of marriage with both sexes 
seems to be protracted among the Siamese to a 
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period unusually late for an Oriental people. 
The matter amongst them seems to he regu- 
lated as in most European countries, bv the 
<‘apacity of the parties to form a permanent 
settlement. Persons of rank sometimes marrA 
sooner, but it is seldom that matrimonial con- 
nections are formed earlier than 21 foi- the 
men and IS for the women. The conscription 
and the waste of life and labor bv the priest- 
hood. to which the people naturally fly to avoid 
conscription, seem to be the principal causes of 
these protracted marriaii<>s. 

I S. from the evidence non ailduced I 
think it probable that [the] ])o])uiation is not 
retrogade or stationary at Siam, hut on the 
contrary, progressive, and that it is likely to 
continue increasing even under its present bad 
form of Government, as long as tranquillity 
can be maintained. 

79. In the year 1821 this increase re- 
ceived a serious, though I believe only a 
temporary check, through the ravages of the 
Cholera Iforbus. This disorder Mas traced 
from Penang and (,>aeda aci’o.ss the Peninsula 
to Sungora. along tlie Mesterji [shore] of the 
Culf [to] the villages at the mouth of the 
^lenam, from thence to the capital, from which 
it spread in one direction alotig the banks of 
the river until it reached the kingdom of Laos 
and in another along the head of the Gulf until 
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it found its way to Kamboja and finally to 
Cochin China. Its depredations at the capital 
lasted no more then 15 days, but in that 
short period, appear from all accounts to 
liave been frightful. The Siamese Minister 
informed me that by an investigation insti- 
tuted by order of His Majesty, it was found 
that l/oth or as he expressed himself 2 in 
10 of the Siamese population of the Town 
of Bangkok had been swept off by this 
malady. 

ISO. With reference to the character of 
the Siamese in their domestic relations, I shall 
only advert to the condition of the female sex. 
The call of the Government for the service of 
the men necessarily throws an imusual share 
of toil upon the women. They are constantly 
to be seen occupied in .such descriptions of 
laboiu- as are the exclusive province of the 
male sex in other countries. They are for 
example employed in the heaviest field labour, 
and <m the Menam are more frequentlv seen 
than the men rowing and navigating the dif- 
ferent descriptions of craft, either employed in 
fishing or in traffic. Little concealment or 
seclusion is observed with respect to women 
of any rank. They go abroad unveiled and 
openly, but this apparent indulgence arises 
obviously more from the men holding them 
cheaply than from any confidence which they 
repose in them. 
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Sj, By the successful dc^poti'-m ol cb> 
Siamese Government the people have been 
totally disarmed, and from this cause seems to 
result much of the servility, supineness, and 
thorough submission which mark the Siamese 
character, qualities which yet have contributed 
perhaps for so manj^ ages to preserve the unitv 
and national independence of the country, not- 
withstanding their degrading operation in the 
moral character of the people. 

.S:^. Tlie naturai elfect t>f such institutions 
as those of tlie Siamese njjon their character is 
t<j render them uncandid, and pusillanimous. 
( )f persons about the ( oiirt we found rapacity 
and dis.sinjulation to he the strongest charac- 
teristic. VN e had reason indeed to believe, 
from all we heard, that tin* lower orders in the 
provinces had a far more favourable characteu’. 
but those of the capital with whom we had 
intercourse were certainly tainted with the 
vices of their superiors. 

83, The extravagant national vanitv of 
all classes, down even to the slave or peasant, 
is a part of their character not so easily ac- 
counted for, unless it may be explained by their 
having been s'lr.-ounded for ages by conquered 
or c-.-ibutarv '..are-, and their pr:e'ti".;! icue 
race.- ()! .ail natiocM ■'tq' ■riorit\ . 1 h.s 

vanity appears to lia' e been an .uttribur, .;f 
the .Siamese character in all ages, and never 
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fails to have been remarked by every European 
writer who has treated of it. Altbougb this 
temper never breaks out into opprobrious or 
insulting language or conduct, yet, to say tl.e 
least of it, it leads them to underrate all 
strangers, and the consequence of this, in our 
own intercourse, was, to say the least of it, 
exceeding! V inconvenient. Altbougb capable 
of performing the most degrading or servile 
offices towards their superiors, yet no reason- 
able reward would induce them to perform 
anv menial office for us. and even on the day 
on which we were presented at Court, it wa>> 
with considerable difficulty and not without 
much hesitation that hearers would be allowed 
to carry our Palanquins. 

<S4. ( 'onsidering the timid and even cow- 

ardly character which the enervating nature 
of their political institutions has produced, it 
m.ay seem at first sight unaccountable to have 
conquered and long maintained their supe- 
riority over the small but braver tribes by 
whom they are surrounded. This circum- 
stance however seems to me to resolve Itself 
into the simple fact of suj)erioritv of civiliza- 
tioiq which implies in a word ^>uperioritv of 
resources in wealth and po])ulation, with pos- 
session of subordination to authority, and 
thence the capacity to a certain extent at least 
rf acting in concord upon concerted and sys- 
tematic views. 
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8,'). The cliaraeter of the Siamese in the 
eoiidiiet of their wars ap])ears in a ver\' un- 
favourable light, but if it be anv j.alliatitm. it 
may be asserted that it is no worse than that 
of their neighbours, the Burnians. The fron- 
tie'" between them is reduced to desert. Thev 
never come to an open and decisive contest 
and their hostilities, even at the highest, seldom 
amount to more than a petty warfare of posts. 
One great object seems to be the makinn’ of 
jn-isoners, and in carrying this into eft’ect, thev 
are far from contining themselves to persons 
under arms, hut ecpially carry off the peasantrv 
of the open country of both sexes, d'heir 
common practice is to jnit the leaders to death, 
and to consign the meaner captives to hard 
labour for life in chains. At the .Siamese 
ea))ital we daily saw great numbers of these 
unfortunate persons employed in sowing, ditch- 
ing and other severe labour. 

S(i. 1 have ne.xt to offer a few words on 
the political relations of the Siamese. ( )f these 
their relations with the Hurmans. Cochin 
('hinese and ('hinese only are of any consi- 
deration and their connection with our own 
Indian empire is ne.xt in im])ortan« e. 

87, With the Ihirmans the Siamese carrv 
on an interminable war. There are, 1 believe, 
now and then, moments of truce, l)ut the armies 
on l)oth sides are always on the frontier and a 
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solid peace seems to be impossilde among bar- 
barians who view each other with so implacable 
a hatred. In onr intercourse with the Siamese 
we found that even to mention the name of the 
Burmans was considered a kind of incivility 
and whenever they allude to them they talk of 
them as a faithless and treacherous race with 
whom no terms ought to be kept. Their pos- 
session of a common religion and in general of 
(•(tminon laws and customs, seems to have no 
effect in abating this animus. 


[ tttl 

iippurenthf 


<S<S. .\n uninteiTU])ted course of emba^^ies 

subsists between the Cochin Chinese and the 
Siamese, vet they are mutually jealous of each 
other. The dismemberment of the Kingdom of 
Kamboja is the principal subject of contention. 
Hach party has seized a portion of this country, 
and this having brought them into immediate 
contact with each other * for dis])ute or 
contention between them. Their territories 
population and resources are ])robahly nearly 
e([ual. but the military strength of the f’ochiu 
( hinese. with the aid of European disciplims 
is infinitely better organized, and is. as well as 
the national character, more tit for aggression 
and enterprize than that of the Siamese. If 
these two nations should (piarrel. although 
neither be suited to maintain a ])ermanent do- 
minion over the other, yet an ambitious Cochin 
Chinese Brince would find no difficulty in 
seizing the SitiniCNe portion of Kamboja. of 
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making formidable liiiroads into the Siamese 
territory and especially of destroying or sacking 
the capital, which, defenceless as ,it is. wouhl 
fall an easy ])rey to any sudden incursion. 

89. Some attempt at a coalition between 
the Cochin C'hinese and Burmans. a people 
between whom there seems never before to 
have existed any diplomatic or other inter- 
course. has been made within the [?last] two 
or three years. In the year 1821 an envov was 
sent from Cochin ('hina to Ava. and by recent 
accounts it is understood that a Mission has 
been sent in return from the Burmans. When 
1 was at Sai-gun, from which the Cochin 
Chinese Knvov sailed. 1 endeavoured, hut in- 
efPectually. to obtain a correct account of the 
object of liis ^Mission. 1 could oidy learn that 
his conduct was in general disapproved of. and 
that when he returned he woidd be in consi- 
derable risk of losing his head. It would 
appear that when he arrive<l at Ava. In* was 
then received as a suspicious person and that 
doubts were entertained of his coming direct 
from the Court of Cochin China. U])on which he 
was im|)risoned. The long detention occasioned 
by this circumstance was received by the Cochin 
Chinese as a crime, which they were j>reparing 
to punish in the manner 1 have (h'scribed. 

90. The connection (»f the Siamese with 
the Chinese nation, although ostensibly politi- 
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cal, is in fact ])iircly of a cumniercial nature. 
The territories, indeed, border upon each other, 
hut remote and thinly inhabited parts of both. 
These are the rkingdom of Lao on the one side, 
and the Chinese province of Vunan on the 
other. Here some traffic is carried on between 
them, and a considerable nundier of the Chinese 
of Vunan have settled at Lanchang. the (•a])ital 
of Lao. and other towns of the country. Ibit 
the great intercourse is generally maritime and 
sucij as I have already de.scril)ed. The King’ 
of Siam, although the circumstance be Tn)t 
generally known, acknowledged hinistdf a tri- 
butary of the Kmperor of Chin i. His doing 
so does not arise from anv political necessity or 
consideration, or out of any actual dependence 
of Siam upon China, but altogether from this 
mercenary motive, that the vessels which carry 
the ambassadors may, under pretext of their 
doing so, be exempted from the payment of all 
imposts. With this view two of the largest 
description of junks, amounting to nearly l.UOU 
tons each, sail annually from Bangkok to 
Canton loaded with merchandize. They carry 
amba.ssadors annually to the Vice Bov of 
Canton and once in three years, these ambas- 
sadors go to Pekin, an honor, however, of 
which they are not con.sidered worthv until 
they' receive a title of Chine.se nobilitv from 
the A ice Bov and assume the co.stume of the 
Chinese. They carry the Chinese Em])eror a 
golden flower in token of tribute, but receive 
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in return gifts to a far greater value. Tlie 
vanity of one Court and the rapacity of the 
other have Jong rendered tliis intercour.se a 
permanent one. 

91. The relations wliich subsist between 
Siam and European nations are purely com- 
mercial, with the exception of the late political 
connection with our own, which has resulted 
from their recent prosperity and our accidental 
possession of Prince of Wales Island. In my 
dispatch respecting the affairs of Queda. 1 have 
explained at considerable length the nature, 
character, and con.sequences of thi^ connection. 

1 .may here repeat that the Siamese. notAvitli- 
.standing their numbers and the extent of their 
territory, are a people whose power can in no 
respect be dangermis to us, even at so weak 
a point as Prince of Wales Island. Their 
utter want of maritime skill and resources 
renders them not only incapable of any active 
and formidable aggre.ssion. but (U'prives them 
of the means of harassing and distressing their 
neighbours even by such practical depredation^ 
as have reudere<l many of the tribes of the 
Indian Islands, of tlie West Coast of India, and 
of the Persian and Arabian (iulfs trouble.some 
or even formidable t<) the peaceable and richer 
nations in their vicinity. In referejice to the 
immediate relation of the Siamese with our- 
selves, there is another matter to be taken into 
consideration. < )n the Bay of Bengal or Straits 
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of Malacca, where thev come into immediate 
contact with us, they are nearly destitute of 
]iorts or harbours, and the country in general 
is little better than a wilderness. The strength 
and population of Siam lie on the hanks of the 
Menam. and between this and the points where 
thev might come into collision with us there 
intervene mountains, forests and marshes 
ditticult to pass. I’nder these circumstances, 
and considering the timid character of the 
Siamese and their thorough want of discipline. 

I am firmly and decidedly of opinion that there 
is no force with which they could invade the 
o])posite territory of Queda. setting altogether 
aside the more difficult enterpri/.e of invading 
Penang itself, that could ever be dangerous 
to us, or which might not readily be repealed 
by a few companies of sepoys. 

It is possible, however, that the va- 
nity and ambition of the Siamese, buoyed uj’) 
by their recent prosperity, may render them, 
while in possession of Queda, for a time at 
least although not dangerous yet troublesome 
neighbours to us. Having never measured 
their strength with an Euro})ean enemy, they 
will inevitably miscalculate it. and their arro- 
gance will be sure to interpret our forbearance 
into fear and apprehension. This is a con- 
tingency which may be looked for. while the 
requisite measures for meeting it should be 
anticipate<l. 



9i>. Should tilt* arrogance of the Siamese 
embarrass us in the manner I have pointed out 
as ])robable, it appears to me that it will uo- 
questionably be the best policy to meet the 
difficulty at once. The military preparations 
for this purpose ma\" be made on the most 
moderate and economical scale. A simul- 
taneous attack by a few companies of sepovs 
from Penang and the blockade of the Menani 
by 2 or 3 cruizers of the smallest class, it 
appears to me, will be adequate to every object. 
Through the military attack the Siame.se would 
lie driven out of Qiieda. and either the legiti- 
mate prince re.stored, or they themselves 
<-ompelled to enter into equal and equitable 
conditions of commerce and friendship with us. 
The blockade of the ilenani will be the easiest, 
safest and most effectual measure that can 
well be contemplated. The s([uadron will be 
secure in the fine harbour of the Sichang groiqi 
of Islands of which a survey is in the posses- 
sion of (ioverument. and nearly from this 
.station it will have in its ]iower to intercejit. 
not onlv the whole foreign trade of the king- 
<lom, which centres in the Menam and can 
pass bv no other route, but the valuable tri- 
butes and forced deliveries which are conveyed 
to the capital from every part of the (Julf. Imt 
especially from its eastern .shore. In that 
foreign commerce and these deliveries not 
only the (Tovernment itself is concerned, but 
every individual about the Court, and above 



all those who coiuluet the intercourse with 
strangers liave a direct and personal interest, 
so that it may be reckoned with certainty that 
a few months continuance of the hlokade with- 
out inflicting any injury upon the ])eople, 
w(»uld enable us to dictate to the Court of Siam 
any conditions which it might be considert*d 
just or necessary to impose upon it. 

1)4. When a good imdcrstanding is once 
established between us and the Siamese, it 
appears to me. as I have stated in another jdace. 
that advantages both of a commeiTial and 
jxditical nature may be gained from their 
friendship, which never can he e.vpected from 
that of the Malays. The political connection 
it may be reckoned will balance the })ower of 
the Burmans and check the arrogance of that 
j)eople which has of late years so often proved 
troublesome to us, and unless I am misinform- 
ed, the late.st accounts from Ava prove that 
the bare knowledge of our Mission to Siam has 
already had a tendency of this nature. 

y."). But it is our commercial relations 
alone with Siam which are most deserving of 
attention. I am firmly of opinion that there is 
no country of India in proportion to its e.xtent 
and population with which, were the inter- 
course placetl upon a fair and liberal fiM>ting. a 
more valuable commerce could be conducted 
by Europeans, Imt especially by our own nation. 



I shall here describe in a few words tlu' prin- 
ciples upon which Kuropeun coninierce is at 
present conducted, obstacles with which it has 
to struggle, and the most probable means of 
removing them. 

96. I may begin by distinctly stating 
that the great obstacle to the exten.sion of 
European commerce is not directly the arbit- 
rary character of the Government itself and the 
[injsecurity of property which may be sup- 
posed to result from it, for the property of 
strangers is as secure from positive dejiredation 
in the Menam as in the Hooghly, nor fiann 
contempt of foreign trade in general, for the 
Government holds this in the highest esteem, 
nor from political jealousy itself, for even of 
this the foreign trade does not e.vperience the 
effects, but always entirely from the injurious 
people of the Government interfering in com- 
mercial matters, and appearing itself as the 
chief trader in all the most valuable prwluc- 
tions of the country, as well as exercising a 
monopolv' over much of what is imported bv 
strangers. 

97. I have already enumerated the ])rin- 
cipal articles of monopoly, Tpon these a fixed 
price is placed and there is no trade carried on 
in them with jwivate individuals except clan- 
destinely. Unrestrained dealing (»n the part of 
an European merchant is by no means a matter 
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of course even when the established rules 
are complied with, for a specific licence must 
be obtained and every licence so granted is 
considered as a boon on the part of the Gov- 
ernment. 


98. The following short detail of the 
actual circumstances under which the European 

trade is conducted will convev a more lively 

■/ 

impression of its character than any general 
description. When an European ship arrives 
t)ff the bar at the mouth of the Menam, she 
must send a boat to the village of Pak-nam, a 
distance of 10 miles, for a pilot which will 
probably have to wait there until communica- 
tion be had with the Court. The charges for 
l>ilotage are extremely moderate. T^Tien she 
arrives at Pak-nam she must there land her 
cannons and, if required, her small arms and 
ammunition. When she arrives at the capital, 
she is not permitted to take her station in that 
part of the river which the Commander may 
consider the most convenient for business — 
she must he moored before the house of the 
Prah Klang, that she may be more completely 
under the surveillance of his officers ; one or 
two row boats with Police Officers are placed 
alongside of her for fiuther security. In this 
situation no intercourse is allowed between the 
strangers and the natives except by express 
permission of the Prah-Klang. This order is 
enforced by the terror of corporal punishment 
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or heavy fines, and a few hold or des] orate 
individuals only infringe it by occasionally 
coming on board of her at night clandt's- 
tinely. 

99. It is singular that the object of this 
rigid police is not to hinder that smuggling 
which leads to defrauding the revenue. For this 
is a matter w'hich in every case is looked up(»ii 
as a very venial offence, but to obviate the 
risk of impairing the value of the officers’ 
perquisites. After the ship is moored a list of 
the goods is demanded from the merchant and 
he is desired to land musters of the Avbole at 
the house of the Prah Klang. The ostensil)Ie 
object of this is to secure to the King bis claim 
of pre-emption. A scene now takes jdace 
highly discreditable to the (lovernment and 
injurious to the merchant, in which the actors 
are the Prah-Klang himself in jjerson. and 
certain naturalized Mahomedans, the descen- 
dants of emigrants from various parts of the 
Coast of Coromandel. These j)ersons will 
condescend to haggle and bargain for tin* 
last farthing. They begin by decrying the 
goods and by underrating them. (»ffering j)ro- 
bably one half of their intrinsic value, d'he 
great object which they have in view bv 
this disreputable j»niceeding is to vvearv 
out the patience of the trader, and fon t* 
him to dispose of his g<M)(U below their 
value. 
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100. After haggling in this manner for 
perhaps a fortnight or three weeks, they finally 
make a selection of the most vendible parts of 
the cargo. This is divided amongst the party 
themselves who dispose of them in the open 
market for their own profit, and even such 
pt)rtions as finally find their way to the palace 
are charged by the same individuals at an 
advance of 100 or 200 per cent., notwithstand- 
ing that the accommodation of the Court is the 
original pretext for exerting the claim of pre- 
emption. It is for the purpose of securing 
thi.s {Jetty advantage that the Prah Klang and 
his ]>arty maintain the rigid police which I 

have described. The funds obtained bv these 

%/ 

means are not paid to the merchant but kept 
in the hands of the Minister as a source of 
influence and control over the future conduct 
of the merchant. 

101. The interference of the Govern- 
ment, however, is not confined to the disposal 
of the import cargo. Its pernicious effects are 
also felt in the purchase of the returns. With 
this view intimation is given to tlie principal 
Chinese and Siamese merchants to sell nothing 
to the European trader till the Prah Klang 
shall have previously sold at his own price a 
given cpiantity of produce, and to carry this 
into effect the same vexatious means are had 
recourse to as in the purchase of his import 


cargo. 
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1(12. The officers of Government, while 
they succeed in maintaining the system now 
described, and which conduces most to their own 
personal advantage, seem little anxious about 
their public duties. Corruption and unskilful- 
. ness on the part of the officers of revenue are so 
general that more than two thirds of both the 
import and export cargoes are generally sniug- 
ffied ; — a matter with which the Prah Klang 
and his party are always sufficiently acquainted. 
In illustration of this practice I shall quote an 
example which fell immediately under my own 
observation. The English Ship Pluenix sold 
about a fourth part of her import cargo to the 
Court. Epon this portion the duties could not 
be evaded, and they amounted to about 2,000 
ticals. The other three fourths of her cargo 
she sold to private merchants, and upon these 
the duties amounted to something less than 
800 ticals. 

105. With respect to the nominal duties 
and charges these cannot be deemed oppressive 
or exorbitant in amount. They consist of a 
duty on tonnage or rather a measurement duty, 
an import ad valorem duty of 8 per cent., an 
export duty and certain presents. 

104. .\lthough the amount of all these 
be tolerably well determined, yet from the 
anxiety of the Prah Klang and his party to 
maintain an undue and arbitrary influence in 
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this matter, they endeavour to envelope the 
subject in as much uncertainty as possible, and 
in consequence of this I never could obtain 
from them an official copy of the Siamese 
tariff. The terms of it however are well under- 
stood and mav be described as follows. The 

w' 

measurement duty amounts upon vessels of 
three masts to eighty ticals, upon the Siamese 
fathom of six feet six inches, and to one half 
of this amount only upon a brig. 

105. The import duty amounts to 8 per 
cent. The export duty is a fixed and specific 
impost upon each commodity. Thus upon 
the great article of European export, sugar, it 
is ^ tical — ^the Chinese pecul. The presents 
are considered to amount generally, upon ves- 
sels of every description, to about 1,000 ticals, 
but as a return is made to the extent of at 
least 50 per cent, of these, the real amoimt is 
no more than 500 ticals. Upon the exporta- 
tion of bullion or even of the coin of the 
country is neither duty, restriction nor prohi- 
bition, and upon the whole it must be acknow- 
ledged that there is nothing illiberal or oppres- 
sive in the nominal and ostensible regulations 
of the Siamese trade in its relation to Euro- 
peans and that it is the practice only which is 
vexatious and oppressive. 

106. The following case will illustrate 
the effect and amount of the duties as they at 
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present stand. The Brig Phoenix brought a 
eargo of British and India goods valued at 
twenty-four thousand two himdi-ed and eighty- 
two ticals, her measiu-ement duty was 1,499 
ticals, her import duties 2,906 ticals, her export 
duties 6,477 ticals, and the charge for presents 
605 ticals. The whole duties amounted thus 
to 11,500 ticals, which upon the import and 
export cargo togetho'r, worth 148,564 ticals, 
amounts only to the moderate impost of eight 
per cent. But this vessel from peculiarity of 
circumstances paid the full duties upon her 
whole export cargo, instead of one half or one 
third as more usually happens. If one half of 
these therefore be deducted, it will be found 
that the whole duties u})on the export and 
import cargo will not exceed si.x })er cent. 

107. This svstem of conducting the com- 
mercial intercourse with strangers is not an 
abuse of modern times l>ut has unfortunately 
always formed a part of the Siamese system of 
( iovernmeut from the earliest period of our 
knowledge of that country. Within late years, 
indeed, the svstem, from the increase of other 
branches of trade, has been rather relaxed or 
at least acted upon with more moderation. 
The Chinese trade, as I have observed in an- 
other place, is alone conducted upon free anil 
liberal principles. No claim of pre-emption 
is exercised with regard to their cargoes. 
Thev are allowed to buv aiul sell freelv where 
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they can make the best market, and the efEect of 
this is evident enough in the spirit with which 
their trade is conducted, its extent and its 
value. Even the privileges of this nation are 
of comparatively modern standing. They 
owed them, I may observe, in the beginning in 
some degree to the suppleness and servility of 
their own character, to a feeling on the part of 
the Government that a free intercourse with 
this people was exempt from political danger, 
and above all, the accident alreadv alluded to 
of one of their own race having sat for a period 
of many years upon the throne of Siam, who 
gave peculiar encouragement to the trade and 
settlement of his countrymen. Some of their 
more recent privileges, on the other hand, I 
am convinced they owe to their numbers, their 
wealth, and their consequent influence, and 
they now hold the whole of them upon the 
best security, the fear of the Siamese Govern- 
ment to infringe upon them. 

108. All European and American nations 
are placed upon an eqxiality in respect to trade, 
as I have already mentioned. The Portuguese, 
who since 1819 had been allowed a Consul, 
and have had the import duties upon their trade 
reduced by 2 per cent., form as we had a 
personal opportunity of observing om-selves, 
no real exception to the rule. The personal 
treatment pursued towards the Consul is such 
as if observed towards a British Agent must 
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liring on a war in less than six mouths. A 
flagrant example of this is quoted in the 
Journal where I have described him as being 
most wantonly placed under arrest, and even 
threatened with the bastinado. With respect 
to the reduction of 2 per cent., the advantage 
accruing from this, from the mode of levying 
the duty, turns out in fact to be little better 
than nominal, since, as already mentioned, 
nearly 3-4ths of these duties are under anv 
circumstances virtually evaded. 

lOi). In 1H20. the (lovernment of Batavia 
sent an .\gent to the Court of Siam with a 
view of renewing the old Treaties which 
existed and reestablishing the Dutch factory. 
The result of this mission amounted to a com- 
plete failure and I was given to understand 
upon the best authority, that the conduct ob- 
served by the C*)urt towards the Envoy was 
highly irritating and Illiberal. Xo intercourse 
whatever has .since taken place between the 
Dutch and Siamese. 

110. The Americans with all the pru- 
ilence and discretion which mark these people 
as traders, do not seetn to have fared better 
than others. They have received, I was in- 
formed at Siam, a promise to be allowed to 
e.stablish a Consul-ship at Bangkok, but of this 
permissinn they have not availed themselves, 
nor does it appear to me that if thev did, it 
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111. The supposed interests of the Gov- 
ermnent and the urupiestionable interests of 
tlie most povverfid party in the state being 
concerned in maintaining the existing system 
of restrictions in regard to the commercial in- 
tercourse with Kuropeans, this fact is alone 
sutfieient to account for our own failure in 
obtaining a free trade. Causes, however, of a 
temporary (*r secondary nature contributed, 
wbich, could they have been provided for, 
would in mv opinion have placed our trade 
upon at least a more favourable footing than 
it now stands. The temporary causes alluded 
to were the irritation produced by the unlucky 
and unlocked for occurrence of Queda ; our 
affording an asyluni to the King : with our 
positive refusal to deliver him up : and our 
express denial of permission to ])urehase fire- 
arms at our Settlements while the Siamese and 
Burmans were at war ; with a certain and 
natural jealousy of our formidable power in 
India : and the apprehension of which, not- 
withstanding the extraordinary vanity of the 
Siamese, thev are not entirely })lind to. I pon 
the subject of tire-arms they laid extraordinary 
stiess throughout the whole negociations. and 
1 am convinced that there is no motive which 
can be held out to them so likelv as this to 
iiuluee them to rela.x the severity of their com- 
mercial restrictions. 
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11:^. Before dismissing the subject of 
Siam, it will be necessary that 1 should say a 
few words on the best means of obtaining a 
share of the valuable trade which this country 
seems capable of maintaining with European 
nations. The establishment of a Consul at the 
capital with this view appears neither an eli- 
gible nor adequate measure. Considering the 
high tone and character which the nature of 
our Indian relations must compel us always to 
maintain, and that these must come into direct 
collision with the extravagant vanity, preten- 
sions and ignorance of the Siamese, it appears 
to me that it might involve us in a political 
connection with that people tending to an ex- 
tension of authority and dominion incompatible 
with our ])rofessed policy. Concluding a com- 
mercial treaty with the Siamese, even, if 
this were easy, seems liable to the same ob- 
jections. 

113. 1 shoidd be inclined to prc-fer t<> 

the.se. did a fair opp«»rtunity otfiu'. the forma- 
tion of a commercial einporium in one of the 
i.slands of the (Julf of Siam, exactly on tlie 
same ])rinciples as our establi.shment at Sijiga- 
])ore. The uniidiabited group of the Si-Chang 
I.slands. which contains a tine harbour and lies 
in the direct route of the native commerce of 
the (ndf. offers a tuost advantageous situation 
for such an emporium. Were this or a similar 
position under the security and protection of 
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an European (ioverninent, 1 luiglit safely 
venture to predict that it would immediately 
become an entrepot for the principal portion of 
the trade whicli countries in the Gulf of Siam 
conduct with (!'ochin China and the western 
and southern parts of Asia, while it would 
create an extension of European commerce 
with those countries of which there has been 
hitherto no example. 

114. Of the Siamese trade our establish- 
ment at Singapore has indeed already attract- 
• [The, -e appears to The position of Singapore, however, 

i<.«n *«•«]. though in general so highly favourable as an 

emporium, is not calculated to secure those 
advantages which 1 have now speculated upon 
in an emporium formed within the (4ulf of Siam, 
for it lies far out of the direct route of that 
great intercourse which tlie countries on the 
Gulf maintain with China, a trade which in fact 
greatly exceeds that of Singapore, native and 
European put together. No part of this trade 
(!an ever centre in Singapore, and therefore 
this place is inadequate to .secure to our trade 
the advantages which I have contemplated as 
attainable in our emporium at the head of the 
Gulf of Siam. 

[I'aragraphs 11.') to 180 deal with Cochin 
China.] 


181. I shall conclude this report with a 
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t’e^" gerioral reflections upon tlu' a<haiitages 
which may result to our trade from an exlendcd 
commercial intercourse with 8iam and ('ochin 
China, the gi-eat object of the mission with 
which 1 had the honor to be entrusted. 
These two kingdoms between them certain! v 
contain not les, than *11,00,000 of inhabitants, 
who in point of civilization stand at least in 
the second rank of Asiatic Nations, and whose 
Governments, although arbitrary and despotic, 
still afford a certain protection *o the lives 
and properties of their subjects, and art* 
probably after all not worse than the ge- 
nerality of Eastern Governments, while for 
more security they are greatly superior to 
those of all the ))iinor nations and trilu's 
or Asia. 


182. No intercourse having taken place 
with these nations for upwards of a century 
should a conmu'rce be established with them it 
will not be too much to assert that *1 l.OD.OOU 
of consumers and producers will shortly be 
added to the mass of our Indian commerce. 
This population inhabits a fertile c( nntry. 
and chieflv lies upon the slnwes of the mo^^t 
frequented or accc.ssible portions of the Indian 
*Seas. H<»th nations are at the same time now 
in a state more favoiiral)l\ circnm.stanced for 
maintaining a foreign comm(‘r<-e than in any 
known jK'rio<l of their hi.story. Ilegular and 
c'ven strong (•lovernments ai\- estahlishe<i in 
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them, and they have now both been, for some 
years, recovered from a long period of anarchy 
and civil war. The Siamese it appears to me 
are likely to become the most extensive con- 
sumers of our Indian and hiuropean manufac- 
tured goods, particularly of our cottons. From 
the sketches I have given of their trade some 
opinion may be entertained of their taste and 
capacity for their consumption of these, and 
their ability to afford returns. The Cochin 
Chinese from their peculiarity of taste, and 
the state of society amongst them, are upon 
the whole not so likely to be such extensive 
consumers of our manufactured goods as the 
Siamese, with perhaps the exception of wool- 
lens, but they are more likely to occasion a 
demand, directly or indirectly, for the raw 
or unwrought productions of our Indian pos- 
sessions. 


183. I am inclined to hope that the trade 
of Siam and (^i)chin China will also afford an 
indirect channel for the emjdoyment of our 
capital, still more extensive and advantageous 
than the direct trade with those nations them- 
selves. I mean a trade with China. This is 
more particularly aj)pli(table to Cochin China 
than to Siam, because it lies more in the 
direct route of trade and Chinese vessels 
which fremient its ports stand more in need 
of return cargoes than they do in Siam, 
but it applies indeed to both, and embraces 
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an aii'ifrcirate trade ainountiiiii: to SdJKFO 
tons. 

****## 

I have &a. 

(Sjo-ned) J. {'kawkl'ki). 

Calcutta 

the .Hd April l.Si>3. 
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ractory Becords, FOET COE WALLIS the 7 August lSi3. 

Straits Settlements, 

vol. 90, — * 

pp. 688-90. 

Mr. Scy. Swinton, To, 

Fort Wiiliam, 

27 June Cracroft Esquire 

1823. 

Acting Secretary to Goveriuuent 
Prince of Wales Island. 


Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
•eoeering Utter <^f Jour dispatcli dated 21st February last,* 
nut cupUd. forwarding translation of a letter from the 
Siamese Minister called the Prah Klang to the 
address of the Honorable the Governor, and an 
original letter from the second Minister Paya 
Pipat Kosa to the address of the Persian Se- 
cretary, and to transmit for the information of 
the Governor in Council, copy of the reply 
which it has been determined to return to the 
latter, through the Resident at Singapore. 

2. The Governor General in I’ouncil is 
apprized that IVIr. Crawfurd has already com- 
municated personally to the Government of 
Prince of Wales Island the results of his Mis- 
sion to Siam as far. as its relations are imme- 
diately concerned. I am now instructed to 
transmit for the information and consideration 
of the Honorable the Governor in Council 
copies of the detailed Journals of Mr. Craw- 
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furd’s proceedings and negociations hotli in 
Siam and Cochin China, and of his report on 
the political state and commercial resourt;es of 
those countries, with copy of the instructions 
issued by this Government in reply. 

3. I am directed to take this opprtrtunity 
of repairing an accidental omission at the time 
by communicating to the Government of Prince 
of Wales Island Mr. Crawfurd’s app intment 
to the situation of Resident at Singapore. His 
instructions provide for his conducting, on 
the part of the Supreme (iovernmeut, any 
incidental political duties which may arise 
connected with Siam and Cochin ('liina, as 
well as with the neighbouring independent 
Malay States situated to the Eastward of tlie 
Straits of Malacca, and he has l)een directed 
to transmit both to this department aiid to 
Penang, any information of events and pro- 
ceedings in those countries of which it ma\ l)e 
useful for either Government to be a])prize(l. 

1 have &ca. 

( 8igne<l ) G k< > ; Sw i \ i o n 
S ecy, to (iovt. 


Fort William 
27 June 1823. 
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Fv. or.v R^;,.,ds. P( )KT (X>RN WALLIS the 7 August 1823. 

St mirs Setrli'iiiHatg. 

>ol. iwi. pp. H91-4. " ~ ■ 


KrP'losurf mie 
ill lottor frurti 
Mr. Sfttietary 
Swinloii lit 
CVi.-r William 
.la't^d 27 .lane. 


Draft of a letter to the Siamese Minister, 

I have received your Excellency’s letter 
and laid it before the Honble. the Governor 
General of India, who directs me to write a.s 
follows. The Governor General sent a Mission 
to His Majesty the King of Siam in the year 
1822 to request that a friendly intercourse 
might be opened between the Kingdom of Siam 
and the British jwssessions, and that free trade 
might be established on both sides. In ac- 
cordance with this proposition the merchants of 
•Siam were invited to frequent the ports of 
Western India on the terms of the most favour- 
ed nations, and the ports of Penang and Singa- 
}>ore were entirely thrown open to them. Mr. 
('rawfurd, the (rovernor General’s envoy, de- 
manded similar or equal advantages for the 
English in the ports of Siam, but the Govern- 
ment of Siam would make no changes, and the 
regulations of trade in regard to European na- 
tions are irksome and burdensome, and as lonsr as 
they continue in force the English cannot trade 
to Siam with advantage. This your Excellencv 
know's is the true cause why the attempt on 
our part to establish an intercourse of friend- 
ship and commerce was not altogether success- 
ful. Let the Siamese admit the English and 
American nations to trade on the .same terms 
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as the Chinese and friendship and commerce 
will prosper. The Siamese are admitted into 
our ports on the same terms as the Chinese 
or any other nation, and it would be fair and 
equitable that we should be admitted to trade 
in Siam on terms of reciprocal advantage. 

The Governor General in Council approves 
the conduct of Mr. Crawfimd. The letter of 
which he was the hearer referred to the per- 
sonal instructions which he received and he 
has done nothing contrary to them. He was 
not only the bearer of a letter like ordinary 
envoys, but also the Representative of tht* 
Governor General, and of this your Excellency 
was fully aware. The Siamese had permitted 
the Portuguese to establish a Commercial Agent 
at Siam, and they had promised the same thing 
to the Americans. There was therefore noth- 
ing unreasonable in Mr. Crawfurd’s requesting 
a similar advantage for the English, hut Hnding 
that the proposal was not agreeable to the 
Siame.se (xovernment he forehore to urge it. 

Re.specting the measuring of rivej’s. the 
<'onstructing of maps, and the counting of the 
population alluded to in y»>ur Excellency’s 
letter, and the pretended inteiition of the 
English to seize upon Siam, these your Excel - 
lencv cannot but be aware are the calumnies of 
idle or designing men, and are unworthy of 
the frankness and sinceritv of a friendlv nation. 
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The Governor General directs nie further 
to say that he feels regret for the miscundiud 
of private individuals of the English nation at 
Siam should such have taken place. Touch- 
ing the affair of Messrs Smith and Storm the 
(governor General wishes they had l)een better 
acquainted with th^ customs of Siam, but 
cannot think their ignorance or even indiscre- 
tion worthy of punishment by stripes or 
fetters or imprisonment. These persons com- 
plain that they were long detained ii* Siam 
and that they found the regulations of tratle 
oppressive. 

In token of the Governor General’s friend- 
ship and respect for His Majesty he begs to 
send with this letter a few trifling articles as 
presents. 


(A true Copy) 

(Signed) Gko. Swintox. 



Faclury liecom., COKN WALLIS thf 7 .VuoUSt 182;! 

Straits Settlementg, 

Tol. 90, pp. 695-707. — - — — 


'Jo 


J. Ceawfurd Esquire. 

Resident at Singapore. 


Sir, 


The Governor General in Council having 
had under deliberate consideration the Journal 
of jour proceedings in Siam and Cochin China, 
and jour general report on the state and re- 
sources of those countries. 1 am now directetl 
to communicate to jou his sentiments and ob- 
servations on such of the points comprised in 
the above interesting and valuable documejits 
as require official notice. 

iJ. .\ perus;d of the Journal ha.' served 
to confirm and augment the favourable opinion 
J)efore intimated of the zeal, judgment and 
di.scretion which cliaracterised tlie whole of 
jour proceedings in tlie e.\ecutit)n of the duties 
confided to JOU. and the (Governor (General in 
(amncil lias now further to record his high 
sense of the value and importance of tin* iiifor- 
mation contaiiu^l in vour nqiort, reganling the 
political and social comlition of the countries 
visited bv jou. tlu-ir commercial resource.' and 
the demands of their markets, the temper and 
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policy of the Court aad their relation! with 
other neighbouring or with European Powers. 
Your diligence and perseverance in collecting 
materials under all the disadvantages against 
which you had to contend, are no less striking 
and commendable than the ability and perspec- 
uity with which the residt of your researches 
has been exhibited in the paper before Govern- 
ment. The clear and distinct view indeed, 
which it affords of the actual state and existing 
resoiu’ces of those interesting regions might 
justly be considered no inadequate return for 
the cost of the Mission even had its direct and 
immediate objects failed altogether of accom- 
plishment. 

3. With respect to the })olitical result of 
your Mission, the Governor General in Council 
observes, that as far as regards Cochin China, 
the views and expectations of the Government 
in the deputation of an Envoy to that Court 
have been substantially realised. 


5. In Siam little or no positive advan- 
tage has been secured to our trade, and regret 
at the indifferent success of vour negotiations 
at that Court is enhanced by the informii- 
tion which you have afforded of the great 
commercial resources and capabilities of the 
country and the taste prevailing in the Siamese 
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markets for some of our staple manufaetures. 
The foundations however of a friendly inter- 
eourse with the Government have been laid b\ 
your visit there, and this circumstance, combined 
with the knowledge acquired of the characters 
of the principal persons of the Court and of the 
precise obstacles which oppose the accomplish- 
ment of our views, may be considered to have 
prepared the way for the futime admission of 
British commerce on an equitable and mutually 
advantageous footing, under a more wise and 
liberal administration than the present one. 
Whatever may be the real ground of tlie ob- 
jection of tile .Siamese to a fair and unres- 
tricted trade with European nations generall x . 
and witli the English in particular, the failure 
to remove these may doubtless, as you have 
observed, be in jiart a.scribed to accidental and 
temporary causes, and there would further 
ap|jear to be something in the character and 
disposition of the I’rah Klang i>r .Minister 
for Foreign .Vtfairs and his party ])eculiarly 
unfavourable to a more intimate connection 
and intercourse with British subjects, which 
reluctance, it is reasonable to hope, may exist 
in a less degree with others hereafter, more 
especially wh<*n exjierience shall have shown 
that by driving away the European trade alto- 
gether through tlie operation of their n*stric- 
tions they must necessarily ilestroy the sources 
of the profit whicli those restrictions are in- 
tended to secure. Any eventual change in the 



(Siamese Alinistry therefore, and the example 
of Cochin China, shouLi a free intercourse with 
that quarter be established, might be expecte<l 
to produce an alteration propitious to the ac- 
complishment of our views at some future 
period and this prospect deserves to be kept 
steadily in view. Your situation as Eesident 
at Singapore will enable you to procure infor- 
mation of all that passes at Siam, and to avail 
yoiu-self of any opening that may occur favour- 
able to the promotion of the views which 
suggested the deputation of an Envoy, and 
it is the desire of the Governor General in 
( 'ouncil, that you should endeavour to maintain 
a correspondence and communication with that 
Court, more especially with the Deputy Alinis- 
ter Pra Pipat Cosa, who seems to have been 
personally friendly and well disposed towards 
the Alission. 

d. It is of course of great importance, 
the Governor General in Council observ’es. to 
have learnt both the precise nature of the 
obstacles which exist to prevent an advan- 
tageous trade with Siam and also the means of 
obtaining a share of the valuable commerce 
which you consider the latter country capable 
of conducting with European nations, should 
the Government persist lin refusing to admit 
of dealings in their own ports free of the 
vexatious and ruinous restrictions which now 
])r(»vail. Your suggestions therefore regarding 
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the formation of a commercial establishment 
on the uninhabited group of the Si-C'hang 
Islands, is considered to merit every consi- 
deration, and will be borne in mind against 
the occurrence of any opportunity favourable 
for its execution hereafter. 

7. The (lovernor General in Goimcil has 
particularly adverte<l to the circumstance that 
the concession on our part of permission to the 
Siamese Government to purchase tire arms at 
Calcutta and other Presidencies would to all 
appearance have induced the King to grant 
the freedom of commerce in bis j)orts. wbicb 
it was a special object of your Missioji to 
obtain. It is not apparent that any very 
weighty reasons exist against granting the 
permission, and it is perhaps therefoic' to be 
regretted that you did not consider y(;ur in- 
structions to authorize your entering more 
decidedly int(» the views of the Siamese Court 
on this point. 

<S. The (iovernor (ieneral in Council has 
perused with considerable interest the sketch 
given by you of the political relations of the 
Siamese nation with the Purmese. the inter- 
minable war and irreconcileal)le enmity which 
prevail between them, the anxiety of the former 
for the recovery of their })orts and territories 
on the western side of the Peninsula, and the 
feelings which any extension of our connectioji 
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with the state of Siam would infallibly create 
at the Court of Ava. The estimate afforded 
hy you likewise of the military strength of the 
Siamese and your account of the vulnerable 
points in the situation of their territories, are 
extremely worthy of attention. 

9. As it appears that the information of 
a commercial natiue contained in your report 
should be made generally known, the Govern- 
ment has it in contemplation to print off a 
number of copies for distribution amongst the 
mercantile branches of the commnnity, omitt- 
ing such portions as it is obviously proper to 
confine to the records of Government. Copies 
likewise both of the report and Journal will be 
transmitted to the Government of Pinnce of 
Wales Island. 

10. You have been already apprized of 
the letters addressed by Phraya Pipat Kosa, the 
Second ^linister for Commercial Affairs, to 
the Persian Secretary, and by the Prah Klang 
to the Governor of Prince of Wales Island in 
explanation of the conduct of the Siamese 
( roverument towards the Mission, and also of 
their treatment of ^Ir. Storm and Captain 
Smith and had an opportunity of stating the 
observations which occurred to you on the 

• Jifnga! Pol. suljject ill your letter, dated the 3d April * last. 

Com Lnugr u3 admitted failure of the Mission to establish 

tvl. cd. 

friendly intercourse and connection is indirectly' 
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ascribed in those tortuous and uncandid pro- 
ductions partly to the circumstances of Em- 
bassies never having been customary between 
the two nations and partly to your conduct in 
the discharge of your public functions. The 
Governor General in Council is disposed to 
agree with you in ascribing the letters to fear 
and apprehension on the part of the Siamese 
Ministers for the consequences of their un- 
friendly and illiberal proceedings, and it can 
scarcely be necessary to add, considers that 
your explanations on the subject, together with 
the information afforded by the Journal, are 
quite conclusive as to the futility of the accusa- 
tions preferred against yourself personally. 

11. The sentiments of the Governor 
General in Council are suflBciently indicated 

^ in the accompanying draft* of the reply 

which it has been determined to return to the 
Minister’s Letter. The original is likewise 
enclosed, which you will be pleased to forvA'ard 
bv the first opportunity with a correct Malay 
translation prepared under your sujierintendence 
and the present therein referred to, or any 
other article which you may judge to be 
suitable and proper. 

12. Enclosed I have also the honor to 
transmit a copy of my letter to the Acting 

• &’>’ ante. Secretary to the Government * of Prince of 

S7 Jutte 1S2J, ^Yales Island, and I am directed to desire. 
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that conformably with what is therein stated, 
you will be pleased to furnish to that Govern- 
ment any information of the nature alluded to. 

I have &c. &c. 

(Signed) Gko : Swinton 
Secry. to the Govt. 

Fort William 
27 June 1823. 



Bengal Lerters 
Eeceive<l, 
Tol. 90. 


To the Honorable the Court of Directors for 
Affairs of the Honorable the United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England Trading 
to tlie East Indies. 


flonorable Sirs. 

Se-c '}nte,r(iisG our disiiiitch of the ii3d Aovember 

ef thit series. ^ _ 

we reported our resolution to depute a jMission 
to the Kingdoms of Siam and C'ochin China, 
for the acconrplishment of certain commercial 
objects ; and with our address of the 27tli 
December last we had the honor to transmit 
copies of such accounts of the proceedings of 
the (fovernor General’s Agent. ^Ir. Crawfurd. 
as had reached ns at that time. 

5?. We now beg leave to submit, for 
the consideration of your Honorable Court, 
the detailed Journal of the .Agent’s proceedings 
and negotiations, and his report on the political 
result of the Mission and the Countries visited 
by him 

o. The perusal of Mr. Crawfurd’s Jour- 
nal served to confirm and augment the favour- 
able opinion liefore intimated by us of the zeal, 
judgment and discretion which characterized 
the whole of his proceedings in the conduct of 
the duties conhded to him ; and we expressed 
a high sense of the value and importance of 
the information contained in his report, re- 
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gardiug the political and social condition of 
the countries of Siam and Cochin China, their 
commercial resources and the demands of their 
markets, the temper and policy of the Courts, 
and their relations with other neighbouring and 
with European Powers. We trust that your 
Honorable Court will see reason to concur in 
the above sentiments of approval and com- 
mendation. 

****** 


j. In Siam, it must be acknowledged, 
little or no positive advantage has been gained 
for our trade, and our regret at the failure of 
the Agent’s negociations at that Court is natu- 
rally enhanced by the information, now com- 
municated, of the great commercial resources 
and capabilities of the country, and the decided 
taste prevailing in its markets for several of 
the staple manufactures of Britain. Still, 
however, the Mission may be considered to 
have, in some measure, paved the way for the 
future admission of British commerce in the 
Ports of Siam on a liberal and mutually ad- 
vantageous footing, with the view to the fur- 
therance of which object we have desired Mr. 
Crawf urd, who has been appointed to the situa- 
tion of Resident at Singapore, to avail himself 
of every opportunity of maintaining a friendly 
correspondence with the Court of Bangkok, 
and e.stablishing a reciprocity of good offices. 
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6. Mr. Orawfurd’is suggestions relative 
to the formation of a commercial establishment 
on the uninhabited group of the Si-Chang 
Islands at the head of the Gulf of Siam, and 
the siu-vey of the Anambas and Natunas Islands 
with similar views, will doubtless attract the 
attention of your Honorable Court. Though 
they appear to us to merit consideration, we 
should not, under present circumstances, feel 
ourselves warranted in adopting such measures, 
more especially without the previous sanction 
of the authorities in England. 

#*#*## 

h. Shortly after the return of the Gover- 
nor General’s Agent to this Presidency, we 
received through the Government of Prince of 
Wales Island, a memorial from Mr. Storm, 
supercargo of the Brig Phoenix, complaining 
of an outrage committed on himself and the 
Commander of the vessel by the Siamese Gov- 
ernment. We communicated with Mr. Craw- 
f urd on the subject and came to the conclusion, 
that under all the circumstances of the case, 
the British Government would not be warranted 
in making the ill usage imdoubtedly sustained 
by the above individuals, matter of official re- 
monstrance with the King of Siam. 

10. A letter was .subsequently received 
from the Siamese Minister to the address of 
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the Persian Secretary, with translation of one 
from the same t|uarter to the address of the 
Governor in Council of Foit Cornwallis, which 
entered into explanations on the subject of the 
above occurrence, and further indirectly at- 
tempted to justify the refusal of the Siamese 
Court to accede to the views of o ir Envoy, by 
casting blame on his demeanour incl proce 'd 
ings. We, of cotu'se, called upon Mr. Cra \'furd 
to state any observations which might occur 
to him ou the letters, and his reply, t 0 3 ethe.- 
with the information contained in the Jaimii il, 
appeared to us quite conclusive as to the 
futility of the accusations advanced against 
him personally 

***••* 

13. We .submit likewise witli this dis- 
patch copies of the latest correspondence which 
has passed with the Government of Prince of 
Wales’s Island on the subject of the affairs of 
the Rajah of Quedah. 

14. From these documents your Honor- 
able Court will perceive that there is little or 
no prospect of that ill-fated Prince recovering 
his territories, either from the justice or cle- 
mency of his Liege Lord, the King of Siam, or 
through his own exertions, aided by any of the 
Malay Chiefs, and that he appears disposed 
to abide by the advice offered him by the 



Governor in Council of Prince of Wales’s Island 
and repeated by us, to remain quietly on the 
Island of Penang under the protection of the 
British Government, without involving himself 
in the hazard of attempts to regain his throne 
by force. 


VV'e liave &(•, 

Adam 

doHX Fkxdam. 

J, H. Hakixotkn 


Fort William 
l(Stb duly 


[Endorsed] 

1823 

Fort William 
Poll. Dept. 

Triplicate letter from the 
Hoiible. the Govr. General 
in Council Dated 18 July 

Xo. 1 

Kecd. 

Per Morley 

15 March 1824. 



FORT CORNWALLIS the 19 May 1825. 


yactory Records, 

Straits Settlements. 

Tol. 101, 
pp. 1499-1501. 

To GEORGE SWINTON Esquire 
Political Dep. Secretary to the Govt. 

Fort William. 


.^ir. 


Ill obedience to the instructions of the 
Government directing me to furnish from 
time to time such information respecting the 
Political interests of the Countries to the East- 
ward of the Straits of Malacca as it might be 
useful for the Government to he possessed 
of. I now respectfully submit the following 
notes. 


The commercial intercourse between Sing- 
apore and Siam continued to increase in value 
and amount ; Within the last six months 
twenty-one Junks have arrived it this place 
from the Port of Bangkok and a large ship of 
the King which was in the habit of formerly 
proceeding to Calcutta or Bombay stopped 
this year at Singapore where she disposed of a 
Cargo of considerable value consisting of tin, 
pepper and sugar. No European vessel how- 
ever has during the last year visited Siam and 
the Americans also appear for a time to have 
abandoned their intercourse with it. 



The entei'prizes which the Siamese seemeil 
at one period to have been meditating for the 
complete subjugation of the Malayan States 
on the Gulph of Siam have for the present 
been abandoned. 

Some fear is probably entertained by the 
Siamese Government on account of an appre- 
hended leao-ue a 2 :ainst them between the 

O C* 

Biu’mahs and Cochin Chinese. The Cochin 
Chinese Mission to Ava, which it is alleged had 
the object in view accompanied by a Burmah 
^fission, passed this place in the month of May 
on its return to Cochin China. 

1 have had hitherto no communication with 
tlie Siamese Government but propose to renew 
an intercourse with the Court on the first 
liavourable opportunity confining myself to 
matters purely of a local or commercial char- 
acter. 

I have &c. &c. See. 

(Signed) J. Cr.^wfvru 

Besident. 

Singapore 
M August lX2>:h 

\ True Copy 

(Signed) J. (’if.AWKi'Ki) 

Besident. 
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FOKT CORNWALLIS the 19 May 1825. 


The letter of Mr. Crawfurd, British Resi- 
dent of Singapore, to His Excellency the Chou 
Phia Prah Klang Siirivvongs Kosa. 

I have the honor to send by the hands of 
ilr. Gillies a letter from the Secretary to the 
Supreme Government, which is in answer to 
that of your Excellency dated the 11th day of 
the dark half of the Moon, and in the 1st Moon 
of the year 1,184 or the Horse, and along with 
it some glass w'are as a gift from the Governor 
General to His Majesty. 

The news of the treaty concluded at Siam 
ill the seventh month on the 2d day of the 
dark half of the moon, iu the year of the 
Horse, having been received by the English 
Merchants they have begun to avail themselves 
of it, and Mr. Gillies’s ship is the first vessel 
which has come direct from England hound 
for the ports of Siam. I beg your Excellency’s 
cordial attention and assistance to Mr. Gillies 
that the treatment which he receives may 
become an example and an encouragement to 
other English Merchants who may hereafter 
visit Siam. 


It gives me pleasure to inform your Ex- 
cellency that there exists now no objection to 
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tlie meivluints of f'ligland supplying the Siam- 
ese (Toveniinent with firearms. The cargo of 
Mr. Gillies’s ship indeed consists almost wholly 
of this article, a circumstance which I trust 
will be considered a convincing proof of esteem 
and confidence. 

The (iovernor General has been pleased 
to nominate nje Resident of Singapore. In 
this situation I shall have it in my power to 
give proofs of my esteem and respect for the 
Siamese Government in the assistance and 
jtrotection whi<-h I will make it my business to 
afford to the Merchants of Siam. 1 request on 
your Excellency’s part a similar attention to 
the interests of our traders who may visit Siam. 

In token of friendship T have to request 
your Excellency's acceptance of an Emerald 
ring. 

(Signed) J. Ckawfurd 
Resident. 

^ ? [9 Sej)temher IS:2X,] 


' 
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Menio. on Dr. Crs vvt'urd’.s Mission to Slaiir 
and Cochin C'liina, as reported in the Political 
Letters from Bengal of the 23d NOvendier 
1S21 and 27th December 1822. 


* Jif>nga] 

.Letter.^ llevolvpiK 
HH, sfi. 


In their Political Letter of the 2od. Nov- 
ember IS21,* the Supreme Government inform 
the Court that, taking into consideration the 
depressed state of Commerce in England and 
in India, they had resolved to send an Agent 
to Siam and Cochin China, for the purpose of 
establishing a commercial intercourse with 
those countries upon a surer footing than had 
hitherto exi.sted ; and that they had selected 
Dr. Crawfurd of the Bengal Medical Establish- 
ment for that service, on account of the diplo- 
matic e.xperience he had acquired at Java, and 
his peculiar knowledge of the languages, trade, 
institutions &c. of the Eastern Islands. 


As their principal inducements for this 
undertaking, they observed, that as the trade 
of Europeans with thovse countries formed an 
important and valuable branch of intercourse 
with Asia in the earlier and ruder period of 
-knglo Indian History, there was little doubt 
but that a considerable addition would be made 
to it, in the improved state of modern naviga- 
tion and the suj)erior intelligence and spirit of 
adventure wliich characterized British Mer- 
chants of the present day. That as those 
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Countries contained a population of at least 
thirty millions, possessed a soil of equal ferti- 
lity to that of any portion of the globe, were 
almost devoid of manufactures, and had afford- 
ed a ready market for the imperfect and high 
priced fabrics of India and China, it might be 
fairly presumed, from the success which had 
attended modern trade with Hnidostan, the 
Eastern Islands and China that, the groundless 
fears and jealousies which influenced those 
Covernments once removed, an extensive de- 
mand would be created for woollens, cotton 
goods, raw wrought iron, Bengal opium and 
various other minor articles. For these, it 
was observed, that Siam might make valuable 
returns to Europe and Western Asia of Sugar 
and Pepper, Salt for the Indian Islands, and 
Teak for the British Settlements, to which 
(’ochin China would add raw silk in such 
abundance (being the most productive country 
rn that article in Asia) as might place the 
English manufacturer, under an improved 
regulation of the trade, upon a footing with the 
Continental. 

Trade at Siam is at present carried on by 
certain Chinese residing there, who bring its 
produce to the European Ports in the Straits 
of Malacca and receive European and Indian 
goods in return ; and at Cochin China by 
Chinese junks and a few Colonial I'ortuguese 
ti’aders, who would speedily yield to the energy 
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of Europeans. Ev^en under existing disadvan- 
tages a considerable trade is maintained be- 
tween Siam and Prince of Wales Island and, 
for the last five years, with Americans and 
British Country Traders. 


* Sefi lit'itgiO 
Pohtimf CoKJt : 
Rtiuge 122 rol. 04. 


The opening of an intercourse with Cochin 
China, which has only been attempted twice 
since the seventeenth century, (once in 1773 
which failed in consequence of the distracted 
state of the Country and the imprudent con- 
duct of the Agent in involving himself in its 
hostilities, and 2dly in 1804 which was frus- 
trated by the French) would he more difficult : 
hut as the French are said to have succeeded 
in concluding a ti’eaty with that State and have 
some missionaries residing there ; as the Dutch 
succeeded in procuring a cargo so lately as 
1820 ; and the pecuniary advantages derived 
hv China from her intercourse with England 
and India must necessarily operate as a strong- 
temptation to a mercenary government like the 
one in question, they had few doubts but that 
temperance and perseverance woidd at length 
induce that government to put our trade with 
it upon, at all events, a footing with that car- 
ried on with China. Instructions to this effect 
were accordingly addressed to Dr. Crawfurd 
1)11 the 29th Septr. 1821,* accompanied by 
letters aiul presents to the Kings of Siam and 
Cochin China, the former of whom had already 
opened a (Correspondence upon Commercial 
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subjects with the Resident at Singapore. 

The political letter from Bengal of the 
*Xot copied. r<>peau 21^ Decr. 1822,* just received, reports the 
suhstanceoi letter j.ggy]t of ^his Mission. Fi’om tliis it apoear.s 

of 23 Kov. 1821. . 

that in consequence of the continued jirejiond- 
erance of the party which had occasioned tlie 
expidsion of the King of Queda from his domi- 
nions under the pretence of his having refuseil 
to cooperate with their forces against the 
Burmans, Dr. Crawfurd had failed in his at- 
tempt at procuring his restoration : hut that 
the right of the British Government to tin' 
sovereignty of P. of W. Island and the tlis- 
continuance of the p.aynient of the aimiial sum 
of 10,000 Dollars to the King of Queda (hy 
‘ whom the Island was ceded to the British) 
upon the death of the exiled sovereign, wliicli 
was inv'olved in that question, had not even 
been alluded to during the discussion. Dr. 
Crawfurd thinks too that the high tone assumed 
by him during the di.scussion is likely to pro- 
duce a more conciliatory line of conduct on 
the part of the Chief of Ligor than has been 
hitherto manifested by him towards tlie Penang 
Government ; and conceives that the approxi- 
mation of the Siamese to P. of W\ Island, by 
the conquest of Queda, is more likely to lead to 
a good understanding with that jjusillanimou.'s 
tho’ arrogant Government, than otherwi>('. 
Shoidd any occurrence lead to a rupture with 
it, one Gun Brig would he suHicieiit to j)ut a 
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stop to its trade, and another to destroy its 
capital. 

In regard to the main object of the 
Mission, the establishment of a commercial 
intercourse. Dr. Crawf ard reports that although 
he had at first succeeded in procuring the con- 
sent of the Government to the establishment 
of a "‘free and fair intercourse” between the 
t wo nations, he had the mortification of finding 
those words expunged and a pledge of assist- 
ance from the officers of Government .substi- 
tuted in the letters which were addressed to 
him and to the Supreme Government, ju-st 
before his departure. The only concession, 
too, which he was able to procure in regard to 
duties was their continuance on their present 
footing, a circumstance that may be attributed 
to the monopoly which the Government had 
e.xtended to almost every article pi’oduced in 
the counti’y. These Keports were dated on the 
• li nffai PoJ. j 822,* soon after which Dr. Crawfurd 

o;, lett the place for Cochin China, On the 19th 
( fetober of the same year the attention of the 
Government of P. of W. Island was drawn to 
an outrage committed by the vSiamese authori- 
ties on the Captain and Supra Cargo of a 
vessel called the Phoenix, of .so gross and 
apparently unprovoked a nature as cannot pos- 
sibly be overlooked by our Government. 
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Political 
(.’'nisulraiion«. 
Itan'^'e 123. toJ. 60. 


No. 5 Coritd. 


I Jan. or F^b. 
1824 ]. 


FORT WILLIAM 19th March 1824. 


Copy of a letter from the Siamese Minister 
to the Resident at Singapore. 

A letter from the Chao Phrayah Phra 
Klang of Siam, to John Crawfurd Esqr., 
Resident of Singapore. 

Having been informed bv the return of 
junks last year that you are appointed Resident 
of Singapore, and that you are making every 
effort to promote the trade of tliat port, I have 
ordered the Superintendent of His Majesty’s 
Customs to prepare the ship Hera, Khun 
Chamnan Wanit, Commander, and Khun 
Wichhit Supercargo of tlie said ship, who 
have the charge of His Majesty’s property, 
and are to proceed to Singapore with a view 
of trading there ; both the Commander and the 
Supercargo are ignorant of European manners 
and customs, and I beg you will allow them to 
trade peaceably. 

They have six pikals of tin, one pikal of 
elephants teeth, and two pikals of gamboge, 
which I hope you will do me the favour to 
accept. 
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Bengal Political FOET WILLIAM 12th March 1824. 

ConsuItatioTis, 

Range 123, vol. 60. _ ^ ^ 


Ko. 8. To J. Ckawi'urd Esqre. 

Eesident at Singapore. 

Sir. 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your several letters reporting the growing 
commercial intercourse of Singapore with Siam 
and other Imio-f’hinese nations ; also regard- 
ing the proceed'ugs of the Netherlandish Gov- 
ernment and it.-- officers in the Eastern Seas, 
and on other points connected with our political 
interests to the eastward of the Straits of 
Malacca. Tlie whole of these dispatches have 
been perused with great interest by the Eight 
Honorable the Governor General in Council, 
who tinds in them much to demand the serious 
consideration of the Supreme Government, 
and the Home xVuthorities, hut a few points 
only appear to call for any sjiecific orders or 
observations on the present occasion. 

2. The intelligence furnished by yoq of 
the increasing resort of junks from Siam, 
Camboja and Cochin China to the Port of 
Singapore is .satisfactory to Government, and 
His Lordship in Council desires me to express 
his entire approbation of your manner of re- 
ceiving and treating the deputation from the 
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latter country, as also of your forwarding 
letters with presents on their return to the 
principal Cochin Chinese Chiefs with whom 
you had previously held intercourse. 

3. The occasion taken by you of opening 
a correspondence with the Court of Siam, and 
of following up that already begun with Cochin 
China, by the Marianna was judiciously chosen, 
and the tenor of your letters appears entirely 
appropriate. The transmission of presents on 
such an occasion was, of course, indispensable, 
and the Governor General in Council will be 
prepared to sanction the expense incurred under 
that head on receiving the detailed account of 
it. Your manner of treating the question of 
supplying fire arms to the Siamese by British 
vessels was fully warranted by the circum- 
stances and considerations to which you refer. 
At the present moment, indeed, in our actual 
state of warfare with the Burman Empire it 
may be considered a decided object of policy 
to furnish the people of Siam with means of 
offence aorainst the common enemv to the ut- 
most practicable extent. 

4, The arrangements and proceedings of 
the Dutch Government, both political and a> 
affecting British commerce, reported in vour 
dispatches under acknowledgment, have not 
failed to attract the particular attention of the 
Supreme Government, and will be brought 
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specially to the notice of the flonie Authorities 
ill a reference now under preparation regarding 
the affairs of Singapore, and the British In- 
terests in the Eastern Seas. In the mean time 
I am directed to ob.serve that the ans.ver re- 
turned by you to the letter from the Raja of 
Siak, communicating the overtures made to 
him hy the Netherlandish Commissioners, was 
entirely correct and judicious. 

5. His Lordship in Council regrets to 
observe the increasing audacity of the Hlanoon 
pirates, as evinced by their recent capture of a 
second European vessel on the coast of Java. 
The steps taken by you for effecting the 
release of Mr. Robert Thornton are entirely 
approved, and it will be satisfactory to Gov- 
ernment to learn that the exertion of your 
good offices and humane interference on this 
occasion has been attended with success. 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) G. Swinton 

Secry. to the Govt. 

Fort William 
l‘2th March 1824. 
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B'li ral Secref FORT WILLIAM 19th November 1824. 

( '(,'i-.iilra.tioTis, 

v„l. 362. 


No. 33. 
Poll. Dept. 


To G. SwiNTON Esqre. 

Secretary to the Government 

Fort Waiiam. 


Sir, 

I have the honor to report for the infor- 
mation of the Governor General in Council 
that the English Brig Shannon sailed for Siam 
on the loth Inst., having on board, besides a 
valuable investment of British Manufactures, 
4.000 muskets and a considerable quantity of 
ammunition. I have taken this opportunity of 
addressing to the Siamese Minister the letter 
of which a copy is appen led to this dispatch. 
The first communication from Siam will [ ? not] 
take place earlier than the month of Dctober. 


• [sic. ? CrawEurd.] 


I have &ca. 

(Signed) J. Campbell* 
Resident. 


Singapore 

17th August 1824. 
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Bengal Secret 
Consnltations, 
vol. 362. 

No. 33 Contd. 


FOET WILLIAM 19th November 1824. 


The letter of J. Crawfurd, Esqre., Resi- 
dent of Singapore, to his Excellency the Chao- 
Phrayah Prah Klang Chao-Khun-Kosa. 

On former occasions I have had the honor 
to communicate to your Excellency the war 
which the English had undertaken against the 
Burmans and the provocations which led to it, 
and I have now the satisfaction to state that 
Rangoon, Cheduba and Negrais have been 
conquered. One large army is marching upon 
Ummerapura by the route of Rangoon, and 
another will invade xirracan from the frontiers 
of Bengal. Enclosed I send your Excellency 
a copy of the dispatch which announces the 
capture of Rangoon. The vessel which hears 
this letter conveys to the Court, cannon, mus- 
kets and ammunition, for which they have 
permission from the Governor General of 
India. I rely upon yoiu kindness and friendly 
disposition towards Mr. Hunter and Captain 
Norquoy and rest assured that their conduct 
will be such as to merit your protection. I 
again beg to know from you, how the English 
and Siamese can best assist each other in con- 
ducting the war against the Burmans. I shall 
soon address your Excellency again. 

(Signed) J. Crawfubd. 

Singapore 
13th August 1824. 
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Bengal Secret FOliJ WILLIAM 1 Otli November 1,S24. 

Consultations, 

Tol. 3H2, — — ^ — — — ^ — 

SingajMU’e. 2.Stli Auiiust 1X24. 

To (i. SwiNTox K.Mqre.. 

Secretary to (Joverument in tlie 
Political Department. 

Sir. 


I must respectfully l)eg leave to state for 
the information of the Right Honble. the 
Governor General in Council that Mr. Milton 
a missionary of this place, to whom I gave n 
letter to translate into Siamese to the address 
of Chow Phraya Praklang at Bangkok, a copy 
of which I have the honor to enclose, after 
keeping the same in his possession seven 
days, and after having given it to another 
translator, did hand the said letter to the 
Resident of this settlement in a manner that he 
conceives he is obliged to forward the same 
to the Right Honble. the Governor (General 
in Council. As this letter was never intended 
to be made public, and merely written in very 
plain language to suit the capacity of an 
ignorant translator. I most respectfully trust 
that you will make explanation to the Right 
Honble Board. 


1 am 


])erfectly aware that the Light 



Houble. the Governor General in Council, ii* 
reply to a dispatch o£ Mr. Crawfurd, the Eesi- 
dent, relative to the arms forwarded hv me in 
the Schooner Marianna last year, rather ap- 
proved of the measure of supply ina,' the Siamese 
with warlike stoi*es than otherwise, and for 
those sent on the Shannon I have theKesident’s 
express permission, and to convince the Right 
Honble. the Governor General in Council that 
I have done nothing secretly, I beg leave to 
transmit herewith copy of the usual report 
(of that vessel’s cargo) sent into the Master 
Attendant’s Office by those disjjatcbing a vessel 
and duly attested by that officer. With regard 
to the opinion I hazarded in stating that the- 
Biu-man King would be a prisoner in Calcutta 
in six months, I beg leave to state that I did 
so solely from the hatred I know that exists 
between the tw'o rival kingdoms, and to give 
the Minister (who is personally attached to me 
and with whom I liave been in constant cor- 
respondence since mv visit to Siam in 18^1) 
a high idea of the {wwer of the British arms. 

The guard I mentioned I bring with me 
when 1 visit Siam will be that of the Sultan 
of Tring'ano, who wishes me to arrange some 
di.spute about his tribute to the (’rown of Siam 
that has been going on for these three years 
])ast. 


It perhaps may not be considered as im- 



proper for me to communieate to you for the 
information of Government the latest intelli- 
gence 1 have had from Bangkok ; it is up to 
the end of June. The Minister then writes as 
follows : — 


( Kxtract.) 

•• Humours are ahroa<l that the English 
have taken the Burman Country. Can this l)e 
true, and what is the cause ? Do you believe 
that the new Kajah intends to take China ? 
I wish vou were here to remove the cloud that 
overspreads thes(‘ events.” 

( Extract.) 

And again from the Bundaharrah of Hatani 
July the 2oth. The forces of the Concjueror 
are let loose on the face of the earth and they 
will meet the Burmans in the Ti’ang and from 
the frontier of Laos.” 

It is my firm belief from the local know- 
ledge 1 obtained of the Siamese and them 
country while remaining in it. that they will 
merely station their armies on the frontier 
and send down an army or rabble to Tavoy 
stockade, themselves advancing as they know 
the Burmans are out of the way or beat by the 
British. 

It is my ijitention to proceed to Bangkok 
in all next month, when I trust I will he 
able to convince the Siamese that thev haAe 
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nothing to fear from the British, and that it 
will be well for them to send their best troops 
into the heart of the Burnian country. 1 have 
little doubt of success, bavin s: o-ained the 
confidence of that Government [and] having- 
carried on a most extensive trade for these last 
three years without the slightest dispute with 
that Government or populace, my orders having 
always been to conform to all the laws of the 
country, and I have found by observing a 
rigid adherence to these and honorable conduct 
being observed in all transactions with the 
Siamese, that the (Tovermnent of Siam cer- 
tainly cannot be reckoned as unfavourable or 
harsh towards the British ^lerchant, although 
I am the only one who has succeeded in estab- 
lishing and continues to prosecute a prosperous, 
extensive and increasing trade. 

In conclusion 1 beg leave to state for 
the information of the Bight Honorable the 
(Governor General in Council that on my ar- 
rival in Bangkok, should I find the ISiamese 
(jrovernment at all hostile to the British, which 
Itowever I have not the slightest apprehension 
of. that I will not deliver a further supply of 
10.000 stand of muskets 1 have here and 
intend taking for that Government, but shall 
immediately communicate the intelligence to 
the Supreme Government. 

1 have &:ca. 

(Signed) Johx Motjo.ax. 



FORT WILLIAM lOth X.)Von)l)er 1 ^ 24 . 


Bengal J'ecrer 
Consultations. 

Tol. 3(12. 

Xo. 12 . T(i Ili.'i L.\'( i:i,i.kxcv ( now Kiionx Kos.\. 

t'liow Phraya Praklanu' 

Minister for Fnreiiin Att’airs 
Bangkok. 

I had already the honor of addressing yonr 
Fixcellency for the Bonihay Brig Dotaboy and 
now again have that pleasure by my brother, 
to whom I beg yoiu* Flveellency will pay all 
attention and protect, as lie is a very young 
man and unacquainted with these countries. I 
have directed him to follow your F.xcellencv’s 
advice in all respects, and instructed him how 
to conduct himself in your country and which 
advice I will hear from your own mouth 
whether he has followed. 

It is needless for me to say more on this 
subject, and your Excellency I am sure will 
admit that since 1 was in Bangkok all the 
peojile that I sent there behaved themselves 
with all ])roprietyi 

My brother is at jiresent my sole repre- 
sentative and has all my ])apers to this effect, 
which will be shewn you' by him. (’aptain 
Thornton merely lielongs to the ship an<l has 
not jiower over the cargo. I have given ])arti- 
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filial’ direftions that nothing should be sold 
without consulting you. The Captain and 
officers may have in their cabins some small 
quantity of goods, hut of this I know nothing. 
There cannot he much however. 

I have sent for His Majesty the Ring . . 

Muskets .’lOO 

for the Prince Krom 

Miin Chiat .. loO 

for vour Excellency .. 100 

7.')0 

And all for His Majesty 20 Pieces of Artillery 
for the Fort at Pakuam : also a large curious 
bird that can eat iron and fight with dogs. I 
have also an animal of the kind as the drawing, 
hut this I intend to deliver His ^Majesty when 
1 visit him. 1 will leave this next month. 

I have the ]»leasure to send your Excel - 
lencv several news])apers which my brother 
will read relative to the war with the Burmans. 
and your Excellency may rely u])on what I 
sav. that in six months the Burman Kinsi’ 
will he a prisoner in Calcutta Fort. I have 
directeil my brother to make all the necessary 
presents and I beg you will give him a] list so 
as he may may do what is proper. 

1 have told him to build a Cadgan House 
down about the Portuguesi* Factory as I cannot 



live at your Palace. It interferes so nuicli with 
your family and J shall have upwards of 
twenty servants besides a guard along with me. 
You will therefore be pleased to order him all 
assistance so as he may get the house ready in 
time. 


\ou will also be pleased to order the 
Chinamen to pay into my brother's hands 
* xot copied. ' according to the accompanying* account and 
I hope also that you will puni.sh them for not 
coming here according to their agreement. 

1 am <Y'ca. 


(Signed) .). Moug.^n. 
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Bengal Secret 
Consultations. 
7ol, 


Xo. 34 Contd. 


FOET WILLIAM 19th November 1824. 


Memoranda for Mr. (xillies. 

The thoiisaiul muskets are intended for 
tlie Kino; of Siam — the o’old watch and coral 
for the Prince Kroma t’hiat, and the double 
])arrelled fowling piece and emerald ring for 
the Prah-Klang. You have a letter for the 
Prince and another for the Prah Klang. 

Should the Prince and Minister of their 
own accord, which is not improbable, introduce 
the subject of our hostilities with the Burmans. 
say that Mergui and Tavov have been occupied 
i)y our troojjs, and that as soon as the dry season 
sets in two great armies will march upon 
Amarapura, the Burman capital, and that we 
are determine<l not to lay down our arms until 
Ave shall have dictated a safe ))eace to the 
Burmans. Inform them that we haAe no in- 
tention of conquering or dismembering the 
Burman Em])ire, but that it is not unlikelv that 
we shall tind it necessary for the purpose of 
avoiding further aggression and insult to take 
up some strong positions upon their coast and 
frontier. Take occasion upon all opportunities 
that may offer to assure the Siamese of our 
friendship, and that they have nothing to ap- 
]4rehend but what is advantageous from the 
result of the ])resent contest. 
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Endeavour cautiously to ascertain what 
claims the Siamese still make to the provinces 
of Mergui and Tavoy, which were wrested 
from them hv the Burmans about 60 years 
ago, and whether they are anxious or otherwise 
to repossess them. Say to them if they are, 
that they ought t«) communicate their wishes 
to the (Tovernor (tenera! of India without loss 
of time. 

Ascertain whether nr not the Siamese are 
disposed to attack the Burmans on their nor. 
them frontier, in what manner and in what 
particular ([uarter. 

Should the Siamese he disposed to co- 
operate with us, and enter into a correspondence 
with our Commanders at Mergui, Tavoy, or 
elsewhere, you may offer yourself as the me- 
dium of explanation if they desire it, for which 
purpose I furnish you Avith a letter of intro 
duction to Sir A. Campbell, Major Canning 
and the Officer Commanding at Mergui or 
Tavoy. 

I’ray communicate Avith me by every op- 
portunity, or Avith the Governor of Prince of 
Wales Island, should a fit occasion offer, and 
in your narrative giAe as far as you can the 
literal dialogue Avhich takes place betw'eeu 
yourself and the person you ai-e conversing 
Avith, this being the most satisfactory and an- 
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thentic form in vvhicli any statements can be 
rendered. 


(Sifi'iied) J. Craatfckt). 


Singapore 

5th October 1H24. 
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Bengal Secret FORT WILLIAM 19tli November 1824. 

Consultations, 

vol. 302. 


Ko. 3.' 


Pell. Dept. 


To O. SwiXToN’ Es([re. 

Secrv. to the Oovenimeiit 
Fort William. 


Sir. 


1 have the honor to rejiort for the infor- 
mation of the Honble. the (Jovernor (leneral 
in Council that an Arab vessel, which arrived 
last night from one of the Malay States on 
the contines of Siam, reports the death of 
the King of that country, and in a manner 
so circumstantial as to entitle the account 
to some credit. It is attirmed that Prince 
Krom C'hiat, the eldest illegitimate son of 
the King, has been enabled by the strength 
of the faction of which he is at the head 
to seize upon the Crown, in opposition to the 
rights of the young Prince Chao Fa, the King’s 
eldest son by the favourite Queen, and who 
appears to have been destined by bis father 
for the throne. 

The Prince Krom Chiat is the same 
individual who has l)een long at the head 
of the Foreign Department of the Siamese 
(Jovernment. I ha<l several interviews with 
him while in that country, and from what 
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I had an opportunity of observing, he a]>- 
])eared a person of much intelligence and 
energy. 


1 have &c. 

(Signed) J. Crawfukd 

Resident. 


Siiigapore 

7th October 1824. 
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Bengmi Secret FORT WILLIAM 19th November 1824. 

Consultations, 

voL 362. — 


No. 36. To G. SwiNTON Esqre. 

Secretary in the Secret 

and Political Department &ca. &ca. &ca. 
Calcutta. 


Sir, 


• «***« 


. . . The Mayhoon of Tavoy now in 
office there on hearing that the Governor of 
Mergui intended defence, sent to Lt. Col. Miles 
to say that he was ready and willing to aid 
him, if required, by 500 Tavoyans, and that he 
would proceed with them by a back water, 
while the British troops went by sea : his offer 
was of course rejected but he sent his son wdth 
the Lt. Col. to be of any service to him he 
could. 

All accounts agree in stating those pro- 
vinces to be superior to any thing we have as 
yet seen. The Harbour of Mergui is excel- 
lent, grain at Tavoy and cattle of Mergui in 
abundance. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) A. C.amfbel . 

Brigr. General. 

Head Quarters, Rangoon 
the 23rd October 1824. 
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P.S. Of the Siamese I know nothing to 
be depended on. The Prince Sewarrady, 
( ? Swetrachatr) in his instructions to the 
Governors of the maritime towns, tells them 
to be on their guard as he understands four 
thousand of the Siamese are on the march in 
hostility against the Burmese. I also under- 
stand that since the fall of Tavoy a recon- 
noitring party of that nation appeared in the 
vicinity of the three Pagodas (Gibson’s map) 
and on seeing a British Jack (given for that 
purpose) flying within the Burmese boundary, 
instantly retired. 


(Signed) A. C. 
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Bengal Secret FORT WILLIAM 19th November 1824. 

Consultations, 

Tol. 362. 


To the Resident at Singapore. 
Sir, 


****** 

In dispatches this day addressed to the 

. „ . , Governor of Prince of Wales Island and Br. 

• See copies from 

Straits Settlements, Genl. Sir A. Campbell* the Governor General 
col. 99. in Council has had occasion to state at some 
length his present views and impressions re- 
garding the disposal of Tavoy and Mergui ; 
and the agreements and exchanges which it 
might be desirable to effect with the Siamese. 
Copies of the above are herewith transmitted 
for your information and little remains to be 
stated to yourself personally beyond the ex- 
pression of the high sense entertained by 
Government of the value of the communications 
contained in your letters now under consi- 
deration and an acknowledgement of the very 
material assistance which they have afforded 
to its late deliberations. 

The tenor of your official communications 
to the Siamese Ministers and your instructions 
to Mr. Gillies on his proceeding to Bangkok in 
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a commercial character are considered to be 
very judicious and appropriate. His Lordship 
in Council approves also the encouragement 
afforded by you to the conveyance of arms 
and military stores to Siam, in the course 
of commercial transactions, and sanctions the 
present which you recently made to the King 
in the name of the Governor General of 1,000 
stand of muskets. It had been in the con- 
templation of Government to transmit to you 
a quantity of arms to be so used, and the step 
which you have taken therefore is merely a 
judicious anticipation of the wishes and inten- 
tions of the Governor General in Council. 

The report of the death of the King of 
Siam, and the accession of Kroma Chiat, com- 
municated- by your last dispatch, has been 
noticed with much interest, and Government 
will look forward with anxiety for further more 
authentic intelligence. 


I have &ca. 

(Signed) G. Swinton 

Secy, to Govt. 


Fort William 
19th Novr. 1824. 
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Bengal DespatoliPs. 
Yol. y!l. 
pp. 4.'>:{-472. 


Ik'iiual 

Political Dcpartnioiit. 


(H R (iOVEKXOR (JEXERAL IX (orX(’lL 
at FORT W ILLIAM 

ill P.EXtJAL. 


See Jieui/iil Let- 
ters Heceiretl. 

nil. se. 

See ditto, rol. S7. 
.Vrf copied — eo»- 
faiim HU Hew 
matter. 


Answec to 2(1 Letter dated 2;ld Xoveniber 1S21A 
Letter dated 26tli Jamiarv - i 


Letter dated 27tlt December'^ 1 


'1822 


Para. 1(14. These Letters, to which we 
shall reply in conjunction with your Letter in 
4 . See Bmgai Let- this Department dated the 18th of July 1823,'* 
relate chiefly to the Mission of Mr, Crawfurd 
of your Medical Establishment to the Kingdoms 
of Siam and Cochin China, on which subject 
we have received several Letters from the 
Government of Prince of AVales Island. 


tert Beceiced, 
rol. 90. 


107). The principal object of this Mission 
appears to have been to establish an improved 
commercial intercourse with these Kingdoms, 
by obtaining the removal of the vexatious im- 
posts and inquisitions to which the trade has 
hitherto been subjected, and thus eventually to 
benefit the inainifactiiring and ti'ading interests 
of (Jreat Britain. 



10(). Ill addition to tliis ])i'i!narv oliject 
of tile ilission. voii considered that a good 
opportuiiitv would tlieriOiy lie afforded for tin' 
friendly interference of the British (Jovern- 
ment. with the Court of Siam, in favour of its 
feudatory, our Ally, the Bajali of Queda, from 
whom we ohtaineil l^rince of Wales Island 
and the Ti-rritorv we possess on the ^lalayan 
Beninsula. 


107. When in the year 1S:^0. yon acijui- 
esced in the projiosal of the (iovermnent of 
Prince of Wales’ Island to depute a Commer- 
cial Agent to the Court of Siam, you very 
properly directed that the utmost caution should 
be used, in order that the jealousy and mistrust- 
of the Siamese Court might not be excited, 
and that (Tovernment. in deference to your 
( ounsel, instead of deputing a Public ( Itficer. 
emploved a Merchant ( Mr. Morgan ). then 
about to ])rocee<l to Siam, to obtain intelligence 
resjiecting the Court, the manners of tin* 
Peojile. and the Commerce of the Country. 

lUS. We were, therefore, not pre]):r‘d 
to hear that, without awaiting the return of 
^Ir. iMorgau. Mr. CrawFurd. a Medical Servant 
of the Comjiany. had been dejnited in the 
character of an accredited Agent of the 
(Governor (Jeneral to Siam and Cochin China, 
accomjianied by a Surveyor, Natunlist and 
Sepoy-( biard. in short with a retinue, which it 



* See Bentjul Pol. 
CoTVS. Hantje V2d 
xol 


1^1 y 


n])])ear^ to us wa> cak-ulattHl to ai'ou>e the 
jealousv which you had before stated you W(‘re 
so very anxious to avoid excitiiiii'. 

l(iy. .Vt tlie Court of Siaui ^Ir. Crawfurd 
a]){)ears to liave totally failed in all the objects 
of his Mission ; which, in his l{e[)ort of the 
3rd A]iril 1(S:?3. * lie attributes chiefly to the 
supposed interests of the (iovernment. and the 
uiujuestionable interests of the Public ( )ttlcers 
of the State in upholding.' the present system of 
Commerce : partly to the occurrences in (^ueda. 
and the refusal of the (iovernment of Prince 
of Wales Island to surrender the Pajah. and 
])artly to the circumstance of the Siauu>se 
(iovernment haviiiir been refused ])(*rmission 
to purchase Pirc'-Arms at Hritish Settlements 
])ending the war between the Siani(‘se and 
Ihirnu'se. 

lib. We doul>t not that these causes may 
have contribut(‘d in a yreat degree to the ill 
success of the Mission, and we think it not 
iiuprobalile that their operation was aided by 
the enquiries instituted by Mr. Crawfurd re- 
irardinsi’ the political condition and n'sources of 
the Nation, and the Sui-veys which were exe- 
cuted during his stay in Siam. 

111. Mr. Crawfurd has proposed, as a 
sid)stitute for a direct trade with that Countr\ . 
the establishment of a Commercial Knqiorium 



on the Si-Chanji’ Islands at the liead of the 
Gulph of Siam ; but we do not consider it ex- 
pedient to entertain this ])roposition at present. 

Hi. At the Court of Cochin China ^Ir. 
Crawfurd appears to have been more suc- 
cessful. having obtained permission for the 
unrestricted resort of British vessels to most 
of the Ports of the Empire (which it seems 
however would not have been denied had no 
Mission taken place) and ascertained that com- 
merce may be there carried on without any 
vexatious interference on the part of the 
Sovereign or his Officers, and without being 
subjected to oppressive or unreasonable duties. 

1 CC I ]X)n the whole we concur with 
von in the commendation wliich you have 
])assed upon the zeal and talents e.xhibited bv 
^Ir. Crawfimi in the execution of the duties 
which you assigned to him. and we consider 
the rejwrt which he has furnished respecting 
the commercial resources and political condi- 
tion of the countries which he visited as 
constituting a valuable addition to the infor- 
mation whicli we ])reviouslv possessed upon 
those interesting subjects. We are also not 
without hojH? that the knowledge which he 
accjuired of the state of parties at Siam, of the 
disposition of the (’ourt, and of the habits and 
customs of the people, may, in his present 
situation of Besident at Singajmre. enable him 
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to improve any favourable opportunities wliicli 
may arise for procuring the extension to British 
traders of the facilities which are now enjoyed 
by the Chinese. 

114. We approve the publication of such 
portion of Mr. Cravvfurd’s Report as relates to 
the Commerce of Cochin China, and the Tariif 
of duties w'hich was furnished to that gentle- 
man, for the information of the Mercantile 
Community. 

115. We have learned with regret that 
the Rajah of Queda has been driven from his 
dominions by the Siamese Authorities, and had 
taken refuge at Penang, where he was very 
properly afforde<l an asylum, and a suitable 
allowance for his maintenance. The Govern- 
ment of Penang acting under your instructions, 
very properly avoided giving any cause of 
offence on this wcasion to the Siamese Gov- 
ernment. 

***««* 

We are 

Your affectionate Friends, 
(Signed) W. Astei.i. 


London 

the G April 1S25. 


&c. &c. Arc. 







Bengal Political 
Consultations, 
JBange 123, toI. 29. 


FORT WILLIAM 7th February 1X23. 


No. 6. 


To G. SwiNTON E.sqre. 

Secretary to tlie Government, 
FORT WILLIAM. 


Sir 




Mr. Storm the Supra Cargo of the Brig 
Phoeni.x having submittetl to the Government 
a complaint of ill u.sage by the Siamese Gov- 
ernment, sustained by himself and the Com- 
mander of that vessel, I am directed by the 
Honble. the Governor in Council to transmit 
copies of the documents relative thereto for 
the information of the Most Noble the Governor 
General in Council, to wliich Authority Mr. 
Storm has been referred, as he is about to 
proceed to Bengal and this (Jovernment does 
not under existing circumstances consider itself 
at liberty to call on the Siamese Court for any 
explanation on the subject. 

I have &ca. 

(.Signed) W. S. (’racroft 
Actg. Secy, to Govt. 


Fort Cornwallis 

the .oth December 1 S22. 
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opneal Political FORT WILLIAM 15th January 1823. 

Coiisiiltation?-. 

Range 12H. vol. 27. ■ 


To Mr. Crawfukd. 

To J. Crawfuro Esqre. 
&ca. &ca. &ca. 


Sir. 


I am directed to transmit to you the en- 
i.'losed original dispatches received from Sir 
Thomas Stamford Raffles, and the Secretary 
to the Government of Prince of Wales’s Island 
relative to the complaints of ill usage expe- 
rienced by Mr. Storm, the Suprra Cargo, and 
Captain Smith Commander of the Brig Phoenix 
at the hands of the Government of Siam, and 
to desire that you will be pleased to submit 
any further information on the subject, and 
any observations which your experience of the 
character and conduct of the Siamese autho- 
rities and usages of the country may enable 
you to state in elucidation of the transaction 
in question. 

I have &ca. 

(Sd.) G. SwiNTON 
Secretary to the Government, 

Council Chamber 
loth January 1823. 



Bengal Political 
Consnltationa. 
Range 133, toI. 29. 

No. 6. 


Poll. Dept. 
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FORT WILLIAM 7th Februaiv 1S23. 


Mr. Crawfurd 

(Service) 

To George Swinton Esqre. 

Secretary to the Government. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 15th instant trans- 
mitting original despatches from Sir T. S. 
Raffles and the Secretary to the Government 
of Prince of Wales’s Island, relating to a com- 
plaint of ill usage e.vperienced by Mr. Storm, 
the Supra Cargo, and Cajitain Smith, Com- 
mander of the Brig Phoenix, and directing me 
to submit such further explanation respecting 
the transaction in question as it was in my 
power to give. 

2. In regard to specific information re- 
specting the circum.stances of the tramsactiou 
itself, I have nothing to add, my knowledge 
having indeed been derived from the same 
source as the Statements laid before Govern- 
ment. I have no doubt however judging from 
the well known character of the Siamese in 
general, and in particular of the individuals v. ho 
were guilty of the outrage on the persons 
of these gentlemen, that the written account of 



Mr. Storm, is essentially correct and candid^ 
While I admit however the unjustifiable and 
utimanly character of the outrage committed 
by the Siamese, it is not to be denied but 
that the conduct of Messrs. Storm and Smith 
in destroying a horse in the vicinity of the 
palace, an action however seemingly unim- 
])ortant in itself, was indiscreet or inconsiderate, 
and could not but be looked upon by the 
Siamese, if not as an insult to their Sovereign, 
at least as a Signal one to their religion. To 
render this intelligible I must observe that the 
Siamese are strict followers of the worship of 
Buddha and of the doctrines of the metempsy- 
chosis, and that consequently their religion 
strictly inhibits the destruction of the lives of 
all animals and especially of the larger animals. 
This is carried so rigidly into practice that in 
the river Me-nam within a certain distance 
of the palace, it is even held unlawful to fish. 
While I make this Statement I feel perfectly 
assured than the act of Messrs. Storm and 
Smith, whose conduct during the whole of my 
experience of them at Siam, was marked by 
great temperance and forbearance in their inter- 
course with the natives, arose from momentary 
inadvertence and was altogether impremeditat- 
ed. 1 am not even prepared to deny but that 
the Siamese may have been less anxious upon 
this occasion to vindicate their religion than to 
make use of the aflEront ofEered to it as a pretext 
for the outrage which they committed. I am 
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fullv convinced at the same time from all the 
circumstances of the case, that no intention 
existed of offering any affront to our Govern- 
ment, as had this been the case, many more 
obvious and decided means of marking their 
intention lay in their power. 

3. I am prepared to vouch for the ac- 
curacy of the statement made by Mr. Storm 
in his letter to the Resident of Singapore, 
respecting the conduct pursued towards himself 
and Captain Smith in their commercial trans- 
actions by the Officers of the Siamese Court. 
Nothing indeed could be more unfair or more 
illiberal. It was the very conduct pursued 
towards these gentlemen which put me upon 
my guard in my negociations with the Court 
against the promises of liberal conduct in their 
future commercial intercourse with us, W’hich 
its Officers were but too ready to make. 

4. In the same letter of Mr. Storm to the 
Resident of Singapore, there are two Charges 
made against the Siamese Government, one 
for Kidnapping Slaves from the Port of 
Calcutta, — and the others for the maltreatment 
of lascars taken away by a Ship of the King of 
Siam from the same place. I have the best 
reasons for believing that these Statements are 
perfectly accurate. The slaves alluded to were 
seen almost daily by every individual belong- 
ing to the Mission, and there are, I believe, 
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now in Calcutta, persons who sailed in the 
King of Siam’s ship, who can depose as to the 
manner in which the slaves alluded to were 
kidnapped. From the enquiries which I made 
while at Siam the practice of Kidnapping slaves 
does not seem to be confined to the instances 
now brought forward. The Siamese Govern- 
ment, while it strictly prohibits its own Subjects 
from leaving the country even for legitimate 
purposes, encourages the importation of Slaves 
from every quarter. The Foreign Minister 
has now a number of Slaves who were kid- 
napped from the island of Java. These persons 
were Subjects of the Netherlands Government, 
and their seizure was made a Subject of re- 
monstrance by the Dutch Commissioner who 
went to Siam in 1819. 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) J. Ckawfurd. 


Calcutta 

29th January 1823. 
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Factory Records, FORT CORNWALLIS the 28 November 1822. 

Straits Settlements, 

vol. 87, pp. 241-2. — — 


Mr. W. Stoim 
14 Not. 1822. 


To W. A. Cldbley Esquire, 

Secretary to Government at P. W. Island, 


Sir. 


The uncertainty of my touching at your 
Island induces me to forward the enclosed 
letters, and as I only arrived this morning, 
I am unable to send a copy [of] the outrage 
committed by the Siamese Government upon 
Captain Smith and me, but as Mr. Thomson, a 
passenger for Bengal by the Wellington, has a 
copy I hope he will have the kindness to 
forward it to you. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) W. Stobm. 


Singapore 
14 November 1822. 
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Factory Becord*. FQRT CORNWALLIS the 12 December 1822. 

Straits Settlements. 

Tol. 87, pp. 293-307. — — 


Me. W. storm. 


Mr. Storm 
1 Deer. 1822. 


To W. A. Cdubley Esquire 

Secretary to Government 

•/ 

Prince of Wales Island. 


Sir, 

I beg leave to make known to you, for 
the information of the Honble. the Governor, 
the barbarous treatment which Captain Smith 
and I experienced in Siam. 

The enclosed will convey but a faint idea 
of our suft'erings, but it may be sufficient to 
deter others from placing themselves in the 
power of so deceitful a race. 

We sailed from Bengal in the Brig Phoenix 
in Feliraary last, and arrived at Bangkok in 
early part of May. 

As the Mission of the Governor General 
was there at the time we hoped to derive some 
advantage from tliat circumstance, but unfor- 
tunately we did not find it the case, notwith- 
standing Mr. Crawfurd’s exertions in our favor, 
for the Court seemed to take a pleasure in 
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throwing obstructions in the way of the dispo- 
sal of our cargo, and we were in consequence 
obliged to bring back a considerable quantity 
of sroods which remained unsold. 

The advantages we might however have 
ultimately overcome, but Captain McDonnell 
had unwarrantabh' and contrary to his Charter 
Party introduced a cargo of upwards of 60,000 
Dollars worth of goods in the Embassy Ship 
John Adam, and as they were not subject to 
the usual charges of freight and other expenses, 
the Company paying all these, and as the 
principal part of his cargo was on commission 
and received at Penang and Singapore, he was 
enabled to sell at prices which could never pay 
the merchant though it might answer his pur- 
pose at the time. 

1 havo &ca. 

(Signed) W. Storm. 


Ship John Adam 
1 Deer. 1822. 
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Eticlosufe 1. 


An Account of an Outrage which took place 
in Siam in 1822. 

In consequence of a message received 
from the (1) Prince Kroma Miin Chiat, we 
proceeded about 1 o’clock p.m. on Saturday, 
19 October 1822, to his Palace, where on our 
arrival we were treated with more than usual 
attention. 

After waiting a considerable time, a con- 
versation took place respecting our having lire 
arms, when we assured them we had none. 
They, however, were not satisfied, and insisted 
upon searching us when we rose to go away (2). 

The court yard had been gradually filled 
and now seemed crowded with people (3), and 
our getting up seemed to be the signal for a 
general attack, for numbers immediately rushed 
forward and struck at and separated us in an 
instant. 


(1) . The eldest, but uatucal son of the King’s. 
He is at the head of the Ooiumercial and some other 
Departments. 

(2) We had been twice in the Palace before, and 
knew it never had been required of either European 
or American. We were therefore sureh' not wrong in 
saying “ we would not be searched ” — and they never 
attempted it by force. 

(3) . About 5 or 600 soldiers were said to have 
been inside the wails on this occasion. 
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Captain Smith was cai’ried into the court 
yard, where he defended himself for some time, 
but it was impossible to contend long with such 
fearful odds, for they soon overpowered him, 
and pulling him to the ground, kicked him 
backwards and forwards until he became in- 
sensible. 

When the attack first conomenced, I was 
unwilling to believe it intended, and fell back 
into the place where we had just been sitting, 
but it was no longer sacred, for they followed 
till I reached the wall, when placing myself on 
the defensive, I kept the crowd for some time 
at bay. It was however impossible to resist 
such an attack for any length of time, when 
seizing my legs and arms they dragged me to 
the ground and in this manner carried me 
backwards and forwards. 

I was now unable to oft’er any further 
resistance and they availed themselves of it, 
for hands, feet and elbows came upon me 
in every direction, while my hands and feet 
were pulled and twisted so painfully as to 
leave no hope of getting out of their hands 
alive. 

Finding however that 1 did not fall under 
this barbarous treatment, they attempted once 
or twdce by placing their knees in my back 
to break it, but not succeeding they seized 
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luy neckcloth, and pulling it with all their 
might nearly strangled me. 

Early in the attack the bridge of my nose 
had been broken, and so rapidly did the blood 
accumulate in my throat that while they were 
dragging me backwards and forwards I was 
often nearly choked. 

During the whole of this time the Prince, 
the (4) Prah Klang, the Rajah of Ligor and 
man}" others of the first rank stood looking on, 
enjoying the scene, but at length being satiated, 
and seeing probably that I must soon sink 
under their cruelty if pushed much further, 
I was placed on the floor, and pulling or 
rather wrenching my arms back, they placed 
on my ankles two pair of irons weighing about 
2t) lbs. 

I now for the first time recognized Captain 
Smith at some distance, having irons put upon 
him also. He appeared to have suffered as 
much as I had. We were both bleeding pro- 
fusely and so beaten and bruised as to be 
hardly able to move. 

The Prah Klang, accompanied by several 
Rajahs of high rank, then made his appearance, 


(4). A relation of the King’s and has the imme- 
diate management of the shipping nnder the Prince. - 
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and exulting seemingly in our sufferings told 
us “that we had now seen what the Siamese 
Tomasha was” — while the Talow [ta’alluk] 
sent a message to Captain Smith to say “That 
“ he understood the English thought the Siamese 
“ were afraid of them but he hoped we were 
“ now convinced that they were not.” 


^^'e were then asked some questions re- 
specting a (5) horse which the King was said 
to have returned to us after keeping him six 
months, and which from our having neither 
room nor provisions for, we were under the 


(o) We had brought as a present to the King 
a white horse. He was much pleased with him, and 
a few days before he was returned had been placed 
next to himself but one in his annual procession roujid 
his Palace. He had been in his possession for nearly 
six months, yet notwithstanding he was returned 
within three or four days of our intended departuie. 
This measure we conceived unknown to the King, 
and done with the view of the Prah Klang and some 
of the others putting the present usually given in 
return into their own pockets. They expected us no 
doubt to go upon all fours to entreat them to take him 
back. This we were not exactly disposed to do and 
having neither room nor provisions of any kind for 
the poor animal we were under the painful uecessiiy 
of ordering him to b« killed. Their returning him 
was an insult but we had the countenance of the other 
Europeans in Bangkok at the time and even the 
Knockiedhars p^akhoda] justified our conduct to the 
Prah Klang. indeed one of them spoke so boldly on 
the occasion that he answered to a question who he 
was and what territory iiis Master (the Imaum of 
Mascat) had, that he is a friend of the English, 
that he is what he is, and such as he is 1 am his 
servant. 



necessity of killing, and as he then became our 
own property again we thought we had a right 
to do with him w'hat we pleased. We then 
complained of their conduct to us — that we 
had been in their country for six months, and 
during the whole of the time they knew that 
we had not only alwavs conducted ourselves 
without blame, but even to their satisfaction ; 
that we had paid them upwards of 10,00U (b) 
Ticals in duties and charges which they had 
admitted was niore than any other Ship had 
ever paid them and it was cruel after such 
general good conduct on our part to have been 
so barbarously used. 

? To this appeal we got no satisfactory reply, 
and soon after were told to retire to a place 
which had been prepared for us. Here we 
found only a straw mat spread upon the ground 
and a leather pillow, but fortunately they after- 
wards allowed us to add to it the bedding front 
mv sampan. The place was only about 15 feet 
long by 10 broad, and our guard, consisting of 
10 or 12 men, remained constantly with us. 

The foiu’ Ijuscars who had accompanied us 
into the Palace were also severely beaten and 
two of them who happened to have their usual 
J.,ascar knives had besides the two pair of irons, 


(6) t),154 Spanish Pollara. 
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an iron collar put round their necks and then 
chained to the wall. 

The whole business appears to have been 
previously arranged, for immediately after we 
had left the brig, two armed junks dropped 
down alongside of her, while several boats 
having each a gun mounted and carrying a 
number of armed soldiers continued to row 
night and day alongside of our and Captain 
McDonnell’s brig. Several houses also near 
the shipping were filled with soldiers. 

vSeveral Rajahs came to us on the follow- 
ing afternoon (Sunday) to tell us, as they said, 
our faults, and that they would write to the 
Rajah of Penang on the subject. They then 
proceeded to read — “ That we had killed a 
horse in the King’s boat — that we had said 
“• that we would have killed it before the Prah- 
“ Ivlang — that two of the Lascars (7) had 
•‘knives when they entered the Palace which 
“ was contrary to the custom of Siam — that we 
“ were indebted to the Prah-Klang for not 
“ having been beaten to death — that we had 
“ refused to be searched, and that and killing 
“ the horse were two great faults in Siam — 
“ that if a Siamese had done it he would have 
“ been put to death, but that the Prince out 


(7) They had done so twice before at least. 
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of his great friendship for the Rajahs of 
“ Bengal and Penang had forgiven us — ^that 
our brig (8) must immediately proceed to 
“ Paknam (9) — that our guns could not be 
“ returned to us for fear we should attack some 
of their vessels outside, but that they would 
‘‘ be sent after us, and that we should be sent 
“ down to Paknam in one of the King’s boats.” 

Here we ventured to make a few remarks 
in our own favor, and to request some altera- 
tions in their plans, but were told the case had 
already been decided on by these great men of 
the Empire, that no alteration whatever could 
take place afterwards — so that we were punish- 
ed first and afterwards tried and found guilty 
without being allowed to make any defence or 
even be present. 

It was then asserted that I had been the 
first aggressor in striking the head Chokidar, 
[watchman] but after waiting upwards of half 
an hour they were content to abandon it — a 
most convincing proof of their own guilt. 

We had been advised on Saturday night 
• See infra. to Write 3 letter (No. 1*) to the Prince, but 
so afraid do they appear to have been at what 


(8) Tiie Phoenix of Calcutta. 

(9) A village near the month of the river. 
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they had done that we were forgiven before 
they knew the contents of it. On Tuesday it 
was returned to us and they then dictated 
*8e» infra. No. 2* in which they allow us [to] retain the 
same paragraph stating our good conduct diu-ing 
the six months we had been in their country. 
With such a testimony as this, and at a time 
when we were their prisoners, and in irons, 
surely we need no other to prove we could have 
done no wrong, and that it was for no act of 
our own that we had been subjected to such 
barbarous usage. 

Our brig was unable to proceed down the 
river on Tuesday, and I take this opportunity 
of saying that we are much indebted to Captain 
McDonnell for the assistance he gave both in 
men and boats. 

The following day having been fixed for 
our liberation we looked forward to it with the 
utmost anxiety. In the early part of it the 
Mussulman whom we had carried with us from 
Bengal and through whom the principal part 
of our cargo had been sold made his appearance, 
accompanied by two of the crannies, or Court 
Writers, who told us that he would not be 
permitted to return with us, as he was required 
for the King’s ship. As the man himself was 
unwilling to remain, and his services almost 
absolutely necessary to us, we remonstrated 
strongly against this arbitrary act, but all in vain. 
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Tlie whole of oiir accounts were now to 
settle with him, but they himried us in the 
most shameful manner, and would not allow 
us to speak one word to him but in their 
hearing, and from the shortness of the period 
having been unable to collect the whole of our 
debts, we were compelled to leave a consider- 
able sum to be recovered by him. 

The irons of the Lascars had already been 
knocked off, and they now proceeded to remove 
ours, which from the hardness of the iron or 
their awkwardness was effected with difficulty 
and pain. 

After visiting the Prah Klang, who was 
in the Palace, we were permitted to depart 
after having been four days in confinement 
without advice or assistance, though suffering 
severely from the bruises and wounds we had 
received. 

It would however be the height of ingra- 
titude if I omitted to mention the extraordinary 
kindness of Chow Crom, a nobleman in the 
Prince’s swvice, with whom I was on terms 
of the greatest intimacy. His influence in 
the Palace procured the admission of articles 
which were prohibited, and that respect from 
our guards which saved us from insult. He 
strained every nerve to obtain our release, and 
besides visiting us often himself, he sent his 
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young son who was much attached to me to 
remain with us, while two of his servants 
were in constant attendance. 

As a contrast to this, I regret to say that 
Senr. Carlos Ml. de Silveiro, a Brazilian by 
birth, and assuming the title of Portuguese 
Consul at Siam, acted very differently. His 
favors we did not want, but it appears he was 
consulted previous to the outrage upon us, 
when he declared that the British Government 
would never take any notice of whatever acts 
of violence or injustice they might think proper 
to commit upon us. 

It was night when we reached Paknam, 
and here we were told that if we would leave 
our long boat, our guns would be sent out to 
us after we got over the bar. But our men we 
could not spare, and our boat was absolutely 
necessary to enable us to get out. We how- 
ever offered to pay any sum they pleased if 
they would send them to us, but with this 
they would not comply. 

Our linguist left us on Thursday morning, 
when we got under weigh, promising to return 
with a pilot, but as he never came back and 
had told our gunner in Bangkok that we should 
neither get our guns nor a pilot, it would seem 
as if the Siamese were desirous in addition to 
their ill usage that we shoidd lose our vessel. 
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Feeling however that we were not safe while 
within reach of such a treacherous race, we 
endeavoured to make the best of our way hut 
unfortunately on Friday morning 25 October 
we took the ground, and owing to the spring 
tide not rising sufficiently we did not get over 
the bar till the 1st of November when we pro- 
ceeded on our voyage. 


(Signed) W. Storm. 
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Factory Becoids, 
Etraita Settlementg, 
Tol. 87, p. 307. 


FORT CORNWALLIS the 12 Dec. 1822. 


(No. 1 — Copy.) 

To the PfiiNCE Krom Mun Chet. 

May it please your Royal Highness 

We are strangers, and came to your coim- 
try for the purpose of trade, and during the 
six months we have now been here, there is no 
man who can find fault with us. 

If we have done wrong now, it is from 
ignorance of your customs, and as we are sorry 
for it we hope you will allow us [to] go on 
board of [our] ship, as we are very ill and 
must certainly die if kept here any longer. 

We are &c. 

(Signed) W. Storm 

Chas. E. Smith. 


Bangkok 
19 October 1822. 
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Factory Becords. FORT CORNWALLIS the 12 Dec. 1822. 

Straits Settlements, 

Tol. 87, pp. 308-9. 


(No. 2 Copy.) 

To His Royal Highness 

The Prince Kroma Mdn Chet. 

May it please your Royal Highness 

We are strangers and came to your coun- 
try for the purpose of trade, and during the 
six months we have now been here, there is no 
man who can find fault with us. 

We brought a horse as a present to the 
King, which we understood from the (1) horse 
keeper was to be returned, and we told him 
“to do so” and when it came alongside of 
the ship we were angry and ordered it to be 
killed in the boat in the presence of the horse 
keeper, but we since understand it is a crime 
according to the laws of your country, and are 
therefore sorry for it. 

That when you sent for us, the ChoTeeedars 
were afraid we had arms, and wished to search 


1) It was the writers who have the settlement 
of all the duties, charges &c. on the ship who told us, 
but the horse keeper whom we had not seen appears to 
have been brought forward to screen them. 

(Sd.) W. S. 
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us, which we objected to, and wished to go 
away, upon which a quarrel ensued, and upon 
trying to force our way, they beat us. That 
if we have therefore not obeyed your laws we 
hope you will forgive us for both these faults, 
and allow us [to] go on board ship again, as 
we are so very ill that we must die if kept any 
longer in confinement. 


W e are &ca. 

(Signed) W. Storm 

Chas. E. Smith. 

Bangkok 
19 October 1822. 

As Mr. Storm was about to proceed to 
Bengal THE SECRETARY reports that he 
was referred to the Most Noble the Governor 
General in Coimcil as the Supreme Authority 
in matters of a political nature, and that 
copies of the above documents were forwarded. 
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Bengal Political FORT WILLIAM 7th February 1823. 

Consultations, 

Bange 123, vol. 29. — 


No. 9. To The Honorable 

Sib T. S. Raffles Kt. 

Lieutenant Governor. 

Honble. Sir, 

I herewith beg leave to transmit for your 
•See infra, information a letter of yesterday’s date* ad- 
dressed to me by Mr. Storm Supercargo of 
the Brig Phoenix with enclosures relative to 
the very shameful and most barbarous usage 
himself and Captain Smith, Commander of the 
Vessel, appear to have experienced at the hands 
of the Siamese Government. 

It will of course be for yourself and the 
higher authorities to judge of the measures 
which may be deemed most expedient to pursue 
on this occasion, it appears to me however, 
that the insult was intended to be ofEered more 
to the British Government than to the unfor- 
tunate sufferers themselves. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) Wm. Fabquhab 
Resident. 

Singapore^ 

15th November 1822. 



Bengal Political 
Consultations. 
Range 123. vol. 29. 
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FORT WILLIAM 7th Febniarv lSi>3. 

No. i*. Coniei. 

To (’oLoXKI, Farquhar 

Resident &ca. Sino-apore. 

Sir. 

1. It heeonies my painful duty to make 
knmvn to you the harharous treatment Captain 
Smith and I e.xperieneed in Siam in the liope 
that its pulilielty may at lea.st deter others from 
jnittino' themselves in the ])o\ver of a Oovern- 
ment .so truly infamous as their .conduet to u> 
must always rank them. 

AVe arrived in Siam in May last with 
a earijo well suited to the market and consisting 
of such a variety of gooils as had never been 
taken there before. 

o. On our arrival we had a great many 
fair promises, made us by the C'ourt but 
unfortunately all their favors ended tliere. 

• Indeed thev seemed to take a pleasure in 

throwing ob.staeles in the wav of the sale of 
our goods for thev would neither buy them- 
selves not let any liody else. In this state 
they continued so long that we had serious 
intentions of leaving the Fort when they then 
canu' forward and jniridiased a few articles 



some of which we w'ere afterwards obliged 
to let them have at a less price than they 
bought them for, and others they only 
took away a week or so before our depar- 
ture. 


4. (.)ur samples they also kept an un- 

reasonable length of time and would neither 
return them nor buy them, though we could 
have repeatedly sold them to others, by which 
means when we did get them back the sale 
was gone by and they were thrown upon our 
bands. Again when they gave us liberty to 
sell they gave orders at the same time to the 
( hokeedars not to permit any body to purchase. 
Tliis we detected but complaint was useless, 
for no man in Siam dare tell his superior anv 
thing which is disagreeable nor one servant of 
the Court complain against another. Even when 
we did sell we were not then certain we were 
doing right, for if an article reached the Court 
through the bazaar and happened to be liked 
all the buyers were called upon to give u]) their 
]>urchases. and if this was imj)racticable thev 
were fined or flogged and imprisoned. .Such 
unjust and arbitrary conduct as this rendered 
it impossible to dispose in a reasonable tinu* 
of a cargo of any amount and as (hptain 
McDonnell had most unjustifiably brought in 
the Einbassy Ship goods to the amount of 
upwards of 60,000 Dollars worth we were 
compelled to sell at very lf)w prices. 



o. Tlie King of fSiam has a sliip which 
was sent last year to Calcutta and carried back 
five slaves purchased there and a number of 
Lascars, British Subjects. All British ships 
are obliged to enter into a bond to return such 
Lascars as they take away, and it seems strange 
that a foreign Power should have advantages 
in our ports whi(‘h we have not ourselves. 

(). The slaves couhl not have been taken 
away with the knowledge of Government but 
the Lascars were obtained through the Registrv' 
office, for we are in possession of their tickets. 

7. This ship returned to Siam while we 
were there and all the Lascars were turned 
adrift and with difficultv obtained their wages. 
Some of them entered with us — a few with 
Captain McDonnell and others w'ere taken by the 
Ivnockeedhar [Nakhoda] of a shij) belonging to 
the Imaum of Muscat. This w'as all very well 
ns long as the King of Siam did not want them, 
l)ut just before we came away they had come to 
the determination of .sending their ship to (,'evlon 
and Bondiay. Accordingly a demand was made 
to deliver them up. or have them taken bv force, 
while the Arab Kiiockeedhar was threatened 
if he did not comply to be put in irons. 

(S. These threats had not however the 
desired effect, but our refusal to deliver them 
u]) enraged the Prah-Klang beyond all hounds. 
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and he gave orders that we should not ha^e a 
passport till we complied. 

I have also to complain that several letters 
for me, having I believe enclosures for the 
Government put under charge of one of the 
lino;uists bv Mr. Crawfurd and the other 
gentlemen of the Mission, were detaine<l and 
opened by the Prah-Klang and by his orders 
translated hy a Portuguese priest. This 
flagrant act is so Avell known in feiam that 
latterly no person pretended even to say that it 
was not the case. 

The enclosures contain some account of 
their treatment of Captain Smith and myself. 
You will see how infamously we have been 
used, and how near we were of falling a sacri- 
fice to their harbarity. The effects of it 1 
shall probably never get over, for I have been 
exceedingly ill ever since. 

1 know not what view the (Government of 
India mav be disposed to take of the subject, 
but as the Court of Siam charge British ships 
hiiiher duties and port charges (!) than they 


(1) The Port charges amoimted to 1,499 ticals 
3 miaiiis [salting] 1 prang [fuang]. but they refused to 
give, as is customary, the particulars. A Brig pays 
only half Port charges and the usual sum is 1.000 or 
1,050 ticals or 500 Dollars, while we paid 749|^ Dollars ; 
a charge so unreasonable that it can only be attributed 
to a desire to avoid any commerce \\ith the Briti.sh. 
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do any otlier Power and shew less favor to 
them in their dealings it seems hut fair that 
some measure of retaliation at least should be 
adopted with regard to their ships and junks 
frequenting our ports. 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) Wm. Storm. 


Brig Phcenix 
Singapore Roads 
14th Novr. 1822. 

P.S. The detention against his own will 
of our Mussulman Mollim is an act of the 
greatest injustice. He had been employed by 
us in the sale of the principal part of our cargo 
and independent of the risk we run of never 
getting the money left with him to collect, we 
were deprived of his services at a time when 
we needed them most. 
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Bengal Pditfcal 
Consultations, 
Range 123, toI. 29. 

Xo 9 Contd. 


FORT WILLIAM 7th February 1823. 


AX ACCOUNT of an outragre which took 
place in Siam in 1822. 


About I o’clock p.m. on Saturday the 19th 
October 1822 the Christian Captain of the 
Port (1) came on board the Brig Phoenix of 
Calcutta and told us that the Prince Krom 
Miin Chet (2) wished to see us, immediately 
upon which we hurried away in my sampan 
accompanied by our Mussulman linguist and 
the Port Captain following in his own boat. 

The part of the palace in which the Prince 
resides is situated on the right bank of the 
river Me-nam, about 2 miles above the ship- 
ping. The entrance is filthy and through a 
bazar. It is a square building surrounded with 
high walls and has two gates. Adjoining to 
the Audience Hall there is a place open in front 
where all visitors are obliged to wait till it is 
the pleasure of his Royal Highness to see them. 
Here we had remained some time when we 
expressed to our linguist, and particularly 


(1) A native Portuguese. 

(2) A son of the King’s, who has charge of the- 
Commercial Department, &ca. 
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mentioned to him then as well as formerly in 
the boat, that we had hurried away upon the 
assurance of not being detained when our 
dinner was almost ready to be placed upon the 
table, and that we should not wait too long 
but go away and return some other time. To 
this he did not tell us we could not go away 
nor make anv observation which could lead 
us to form any idea of our being under 
restraint. 

The Court yard now seemed to he rapidly 
filling with people, but as our linguist stated it 
was usual, it did away with our suspicions 
for the moment ; but observing the crowd still 
increasing, the strictness of the door-keepers 
in preventing any person going out and a 
sword or two occasionally carried into the 
Palace, I became uneasy and said, if the Prince 
was not likely to come out soon we must go 
away. Upon which we were told he had come 
out and would see us in a few minutes. A 
conversation then took place between Captain 
Smith and the Port Captain respecting our 
having fire arms, when we assured him we had 
no such thing, and indeed he must have known 
it himself, for we came away from the Brig so 
hurriedly as not to have allowed ourselves 
sufficient time to make any change in our 
dress or even to go into our cabins. We then 
said we had been twice there before without 
any search having been required and it seemed 
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strange they should now wish to adopt a 
measure so obnoxious. Captain Smith then 
said they insisted upon searching us and there- 
fore we had better go away, upon which we 
both got up. This moment appeared to be the 
signal of attack for we were immediately struck 
and surrounded by such numbers as to preclude 
any hope of escape, or of resistance being of 
the slightest use ; but the human mind is not 
easily subdued and in the midst of the greatest 
dangers it resists insult and oppression. Ac- 
cordingly Captain Smith defended himself for 
some time in the Court Yard where he had 
been carried, while I retreated with my back 
to the wall to the same place where we had 
been sitting only a moment before. Here I 
defended myself for some time against their 
brutal attack, but at length was overpowered, 
when seizing my legs and arms they twisted 
them in the most painful manner, at the same 
time carrying me backwards and forwards, 
sometime with my face down, at others up. 
During the whole of the time they continued 
to beat me with both hands and feet in the 
most inhuman manner, and once or twice at- 
temptetl to break my back by placing their 
knees in it. They then seized my neckcloth 
which they twisted in such a manner as to 
induce me to believe they intended to strangle 
me, and afterwards to leave so much pain as 
to render me unable to eat with comfort for 
some time. 



Ill the early part of the scuffle 1 received 
a lilow on the nose which broke the bridge, 
and from the position I was in when they were 
carrying me tlie blood collected so fast in my 
throat that I was often nearly choked, for 1 
could neither swallow nor throw it out. 

Having at length satisfied themselves in 
their brutal attack they placed me on the floor 
and jiulling or rather wrencliing my arms hack 
they put two pair of irons on mv ancles weigh- 
ing alxmt twentv pounds. 

^Mlile this operation was going on 1 ob- 
served Captain Smith for the first time in the 
same situation, after having suffered severely, 
and been thrown down and kicked forwards and 
backwards till he was for some time insensilile. 
It was however difficult to say which had 
suffered most, hut our eyes seemed to have 
been their princijial aim for we were both 
maoh disfigured then and Captain Smith had a 
cut on the forehead. Both our watches and 
caps had been torn from us. but Captain Smith 
recovered his almost immediately while I did 
not get my watch for o davs afterwards 
and my cap and knife were never returned. 
iSothing could exceed the harharity with which 
we were used. Hands, feets and elbows were 
all emploved without mercy. Death would 
have l)een preferable to what we suffered, and 
no entreaties could move them to desist. 



The Prah Klaug now made his appearance 
accompanied by several Kajahs of high rank 
and told us while bruised and bleeding and 
loaded with irons that we had “ now seen what 
“ a Siamese Tomasha was.” This man’s con- 
duct had always been bad but upon the present 
occasion it was brutal in the extreme for he 
seemed to exult in our distress. 

The Taloon (4) also sent a message to 
Captain Smith that he understood the Englisli 
“ thought the Siamjse were afraid of them but 
“ he hoped we were now convinced they wei-e 
“ not.” Pretty convincing proof indeed when 
about 500 or 600 men were thought necessary 
to attack tw'o defenceless men who had neither 
means of escape nor resistance against such an 
overwhelming forci*. 

They then ])roceeded to enquire into the 
cause of our killins: a horse which the Kinw 

' r* 

had returned to us, when we answered that it 
was our own property and we thought we had 
a right to do with it as we liked. We then 
complained of their outrage upon us and stated 
that we had been in their country for six 
months, that we had paid them upwards of 
ten thousand ticals in duties and charges, which 
was more than any one ship had done before, 


( t) An officer conjected with the shipping-. 
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and that it was hard within a few days of our 
intended departure to be so ill used. We how- 
over got no satisfactory answer and were told 
afterwards thatRaasday, the Mussuhuan (Van- 
ni, who was the interpreter, did not conununi- 
cate all we said. 

We were then desired to withdraw to a 
.shade near the gate, which had been ])re))ared 
for us, but our bones would have suffered 
more than they did, and they suffered enough, 
if the bedding of iny sampan hafi not been 
fortunately brought unto iis. 

The four Lascars who had in the absence 
of my boatmen accompanied us were also 
severely beaten and two of them who had their 
usual knives with them had, in addition to the 
two pair of irons on their legs, a collar round 
their necks and were fastenened to the wall 
with a chain. 

The whole business appears to have been 
previously arranged, for immediately after we 
left the brig two armed junks dropped down 
alongside of us and several gun boats, having 
each a gun mounted and carrying a number of 
armed soldiers, continued to row alongside of 
and Captain McDonnell’s brig,* for Portu- 

bf an omUUm here.) i- • ^ t i c i i 

guese linguist were also put on board who 
were obliged to answer the boats as thev hailed 
while the houses in front of the Prah-Klang 
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and bis brother were filled with armed men. 
A messaare was also sent on board that if thev 
kept quiet and no body left the vessel no harm 
would be done to them. 

We were also told that Senhor Carlos Ml. 
de Silveiro. who assumes the title of Portu- 
l^uese Consul, had been consulted by the Prah 
Klang and that he gave it as his opinion [that 
thev] might proceed to these extremities with 
us in perfect safety, for that our (rovernment 
would never take any notice of it. 

About two hours after we had been put in 
continement we were visited by my friend 
Chou Croom, a Sianu'se of rank, and fi’om his 
being at the head of the Establishment of the 
Prince, we were supplied with comfort and 
treated with attention by our guards, which we 
could not have expected otherwise, lie re- 
gretted mucli having been absent at the time 
of our arrival, as he could have ])revented the 
unfortunate occurrence which had taken })lace. 
and would now endeavour to do all in his 
power to obtain our release, but as a preliini- 
narv step it would be necessaiy for us to say 
everv thing they wished. 

yVe were guarded most strictly, having 
S or 10 men constentlv with us in a place 
about lo feet long by 10 broad and others 
during the night camt* round frecjuentlv with 



torches to see that all was riglit, while the 
courtyard was filled with armed soldiers. 

( )ii Sunday afternoon the brother of the 
Frah Klang with 3 or 4 other Rajahs came 
into our prison to tell us as they said our faults, 
and that they would write to the Rajah of 
Penang- on the subject. 

They then proceeded to read — that we had 
killed a horse in the King’s boat — that we had 
.said we would have killed it before the Pi’ah- 
Klang — that two of the Lascars had knives 
when they entered the palace which was con- 
trar\' to the custom of Siam — that we were 
indebted to the Prah Klang for not being beaten 
to death — that we had refused to be searched 
and that and killing the horse were two great 
faults in Siam, and that if done by a native it 
would have been death : but that the Prince out 
of his great friend.ship for the Rajahs of Bengal 
and Penang had forgiven us — that the brig must 
immediately proceed to Paknaui. Here we 
ventured to make a few remarks in our own 
defence and as we were very unwell ofFei-ed 
to deliver up all our muskets, pistols and 
swords if they would only allow us to go t)n 
board then, promising at the .same time if we 
moved out of the vessel, that they might cut 
our heads off. But we wei'e stopped and told 
that the case had already been decided ivpon 
by the.se great men of the Kingdom and no 



alteration whatever could possibly take place 
after their decision. They then said that our 
Mussulman Malun [mate] could remain and 
settle our accounts and afterwards join us 
either at Paknam or outside of the Bar, 

It was here insinuated that I had been the 
Hrst transgressor in striking one of the Choki- 
dhars, but I dared them to the proof, but so 
confident were they that they waited half an 
hour at least, but afterwards abandoned it — a 
most convincing proof that the}' were the 
aggressors. 


The}' then returned us the first letter 
which we had written to the Prince and dic- 
• Sst Utter (j/ tated another No. 2.* from which it will appear 

19 Oat. 1822 copied ... ,.1 

/ram s. s. ml. 87. **1^^*= even in their own eyes our faults were 
not very great, and as they admitted we had 
conducted ourselves for six months without 
fault, surely their treatment was most unjusti- 
fiable — for what had we done ? We brought 
a liorse as a jiresent to the King. He had 
cost us some money and a great deal of trouble. 
He was accepted and much liked and taken 
away without askiirg our leavi; — and but a few 
days before had been in sucli high favor as t<» 
]>e placed next but one to the King in his 
annual procession, but it had been thought 
jiroper after keeping him for six months to 
return him. for what reason we are ignorant. 
We had no accommodation nor jirovision for 



him. He was again our owu property. They 
had used him ill and insulted us and unjustly 
thought the first los.s the best — accordingly 
when he came alongside we ordered him to he 
killed. We also said we would not be search- 
ed — hut did they ever attempt it ? No. thev 
knocked us down first, and searched us afte!-- 
wards. Good God 1 siu*ely this was not treat- 
ment which any body living for six months in 
a (country without blame or reproach could 
have expected. If any fault could have been 
found with us it was an opportunity well cal- 
culated for bringing any body into favor, but 
though 1 believe all the population of Bangkok 
came to see us, yet not one had a smile on 
their countenance nor an ill word to give xis. 
Even the (5) Pia Chulah, (6) Raasday. and 
(7) Luang 8awat. our great enemies dare not 
say a word and when they and the Prah Klaug 
were silent all men must be content to hold 
their tongues, for there are not four greater 
villains unhung. 


(5) . A Mussulman and the King's interpreter. 
He and a Siamese Pia Siphiphat value the kincaubs 
and other valuable articles for the Court. He lias 
always shown himself decidedly hostile to the British. 

(6) . The son of the Pia Chutalah and one ot the 
principal Crannies — the accounts of duties .and charges 
are made up by him and a great part of the cargo 
wanted for the Court is valued bj' him. 

(7) The son of the Pia Siphipat and coadjutor of 
Raasday and as a great a villain, but not so much 
duplicity. 
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( MH mmitt'mn 
ti.pparei^lg 
itftvrt hert.) 


Through the favor of C’hou Crooni we 
obtained leave to have one pair of our irons 
removed which affoided us great relief, hut we 
coidd not procure the same indulgence for the 
poor Lascars as it was a special favour granted 
to fis only. 

On Tuesday the brig moved down the 
river, and 1 take this o{>portunitv of saying 
that we are much indebted to Captain McDon- 
nell for the assi.stance he srave of men and 
boats, and without which it coukl not have 
been accomplished so soon. 

On Wednesday the 2;>rd ( )ctober some 
of the same great men who had visited us 
formerly came for the purpose of Captain 
McDonnell’s* to the Prince and fortunately it 
agi'eed with the translation in their possession. 

Our Mussulman was intriMluced. but ac- 
companied by the Crannies Kaasday and Luang 
Sawat. and such was tlie strictness exercised, 
that though we had the Avhole of our accounts 
to settle, it was obliged to be done publicly, 
nor was any private conversation whatever 
allowed. We were obliged to leave a large 
.sum of money to be collected by him. and as 
the Prah Rlang. much to our loss and against 
both his and our inclination, kept him to go 
in the King’s ship, it is doubtful if we shall 
ever receive the amount left with him. 



The irons of the Lascars had already been 
taken off and they now proceeded to remove 
ours, when packing up everything w’e w'ere 
ready to go, but a message was brought us 
tliat the Prah Klang expected a visit and we 
Avere obliged to submit. 

W'e then proceeded about o o’clock to the 
(ihaut [landing place,] accom])anied by my 
never to be forgotten friend ChoAV Crom and 
his affectionate son .Vam, and embarking to mv 
great joy in my own sampan, instead of a King's 
boat, proceeded down the river, accompanied l)v 
a Siamese of rank and the Captain of the Port 
in their own boats and a linguist with us to 
I’aknam. where the I’rah Klang’s brother was. 
and returning on board the brig, enjoyed the 
luxury of being ojice more at liberty. 

Here it was proposed to ns that if we 
would leave our long boat, she should be s(‘nt 
after us with our guns. aftc‘r we had crossed 
the bar. l)ut compliajice was (|uit(* out of the 
question, for we could neither spare the boat 
nor Lascars. We however offered to pav a 
boat if they would send them out to us. We 
then asked for a pilot and they promised one 
till the vei’y last, for on Thursday morning one 
of the linguists came on board, and taking the 
other tA>'o away said that one of them would 
return with the pilot, but he never came, and 
it is evident it was never intended, for the 



same linguist told our gunner in Bangkok that 
we should neither get our guns nor a pilot. 

AN'e took the grouncl in euining out on 
Friday, 2oth ( )ctober, and remained till Friday 
the 1st November, when we fortunately floated 
over the bar, and in the evening made all sail 
on our voyage. 

Two days after joining the brig I was 
taken dangerously ill and did not recover for 
some time afterwards 


(Signed) Storm. 

(A tru<‘ co]n ) 

(Signed) T. S. R.tfFLEs. 
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Praklang of Siam. PRAKLAXd «)f SIAM. 


Translation of a letter from the Fraklanu’, 
Minister at Siam, to the Honhle. the Governor. 

This letter from Tan Chao I’hraya Phra 
Klang at the Empire of the great Xakhon Sri 
.Vyuddhya (or Siam) eomes to the Honorable 
Mdlliam Edward Phillips trovernor of Pulo 
Penang. In the year 1184 of tlie Horse, the 
< Governor General of Bengal sent C'rawfurd 
the ('hief and Dangerfield the second, and tin* 
Doctor the third, and the < Ifficer to the Escort ^ 
the fourth, with a letter and presents which we 
respectfullv conveyeil to the King in order to 
introduce a mode of advantageous correspon- 
dence. and ojHMi the channels ef commerce so 
that the Engli.sh merchants might frequent the 
Empire of Siam, and those of the latter country 
the Dependencies of the English, so that their 
mutual intercourse might be increased. For 
the last thirty years it never has been custo- 
marv for an ambassador to be sent from 
Bengal to the Emjiire. The Chief of the 
^iarine received the letter and Crawfurd the 
Ambassador from Bengal according to the 
cu.stoms obs(‘rved with regard to Ambassadors 



of great countries, who had not l)een accustom- 
ed to come to Siam, but whose having begun 
to do so was a proof of an inclination for 
an advantageous intercourse. P'irst the King 
was graciously pleased to admit C’rawfurd and 
his Ministers to approach his presence, bowing 
down according to former customs, and also 
gave directions to a chief man to prepare a 
house for the Ambassador Crawfurd to live in. 
and entertained him there for a month, so that 
Crawfurd and the Ministers presiding over that 
Department might deliberate on commercial 
matters, but their discussion was not successful, 
for the customs of the English did not agree 
with those of the Empire of Siam, wiiich had 
been established from formerly. Furtherniore 
Crawfurd requested that the English might 
be allowed to have resident merchants at Siam, 
but the letter which he lu'onght expressly stated 
that no place to I’eside in was recpiested where 
such merchants might be placed, from which 
it appears that what Crawfurd said did not 
agree with the sentiments of the (lovernor 
Ceneral which gave no ground for hearing him 
with confidence. From foriner times the 
English were never accustomed to place resi- 
dent merchants in Siam, but the English knew 
hot the peculiar customs of the countrv 
even at the time of Crawford’s comin<»' theia*. 
Crawfunl stayed three months and upwards, 
and had ample time for represent! ntj‘ everv 
thing he desired, and he a]>pointed a writer t<» 
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take account of tlie arrivals and departures of 
prows, intending to observe the place and its 
population, and he also drew majis of all the 
rivers, sounding their depth, and measuring 
the extent of the islands without the river’s 
mouth, which were many in number. AVheii 
Crawfurd had departed from the Empire Nai 
Tongrat and Nai Buntong, who were his 
interpreters, stayed at the Empire of Siam in 
the ship, and the}' acquainted the Chiefs of the 
Country that Crawfurd had brought a letter 
from the Governor General ostensibly to open 
channels of commerce and advantageous inter- 
course, but that he and the militarv officers 
w’ould not communicate to them, Tongrat and 
Buntong, the real reasons of their coming, 
saving moreover that this Crawfurd was a verv 
clever and investigating man, and had come in 
order to view the Empire of Siam previous to 
the English fitting out an expedition with shi])s 
of war to come and compier and seize on the 
Empire. And it was for this reason that 
Crawfurd, Dangerfield, the Doctor and the 
military officer sounded the rivers and measured 
the size of the Islands, small and great, and 
reckoned the population, and took counsel to do 
many other things to give cause of offence, 
which were sujjererogatory to the letter of the 
Governor General of Bengal thinking to trans- 
gress against the customs of the former princes 
which were that the bearers of letters should 
•do every thing tending to a prolongation of 
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advantageous intercourse. Fiirtliennore Cap- 
tain Smith and Storm came to trade in Siam, 
and presented respectfully a horse which 
w’as not acceptable to the King and the Chief 
Ministers acquainted Ca]^)tain Storm with this, 
and that the horse was not liandsorae and 
valuable enough, nor indeed like the horses of 
the Governor General, and naoreover that bv 
astrology it was discovered to be an unlucky 
horse, and for those reasons directed by His 
^lajesty to be returned to the Caj)tain of the 
.ship, who was to take the horse away with 
him. Captain Storm said it was not agreeable 
to him to take the horse away, and when he 
had sold his cloths, and prepared liis return 
cargo and his ship for sea, be demanded the 
horse, aitti on the Chief Ministers sending it 
down to the ship, the Captain woidd not re- 
ceive it, but ordered a white man to kill it and 
throw it into tlie prow in the presence of the 
n\en of rank who had brought it, and he 
ended with much insolence and sneerinsr with 
coarse language by no means suitable to tbe 
respect due to one sending a present to His 
ilajesty, nor even to a casual compliment paid 
to a man of rank in case of which being imac- 
ceptable, of an inferim* description, and being 
returned as such, it is never customary to be 
in a ]>assion and destroy the article so as to* 
irritate the Chiefs of the place. But Captain 
Smith and Storm were so oflEensive in their 
diwespect to the King of Siam, that if they had 
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Ijeen treated according to the custom of Siam, 
they would have been put to death. The 
Government servants however were much 
angered and annoyed by Captain Smith and 
Storm’s conduct, and even the very common 
people of the country were irritated at their 
having come as merchants to buv and sell and 
having behaved in so disrespectful and offen- 
sive a manner. The Chief Ministers having 
reported this matter to the King, he commanded 
Captain Smith and Storm to be seized and ex- 
amined, on which they came with some of their 
Kalassies armed, and the Chiefs became sus- 
picious, the more so Captain Smith and Storm 
having come to the presence uftder accusation, 
on which account they proceeded to disarm the 
Kalassies, and to investigate the matter accord- 
ing to the customary forms, which Captain 
Smith and Storm would not allow but pro- 
ceeded to strike and resist them ; on which 
the Tamriiet seized and flogged them according 
to the custom of the country. Captain Storm 
waxs very self ignorant to come with four or 
five people when the authorities of the place 
had more than a hundred present, but he was 
resolved to try a riot and actually pushed and 
.struck the serv'ants of Government, on whix h 
an order was given to biiul him and that he 
should be examined and informed that his 
horse, being an unlucky one, was not found 
acceptable by His Majesty, and being returned 
by the Chief Ministei’s in a jxroper manner, he 
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had thought proj>er to kill it, and be guilty of 
offensive disrespect which subjected him by 
the laws of Siam to death. Captain Storm 
then wrote a letter confessing his fault in 
humble terms, and requesting that the Chief 
Ministers would intercede with the King for 
his pardon, saying that he was a trader who 
had come from far, and did not know the 
laws and customs of Siam, on which ground 
he requested pardon this month. The guns 
and arms of the ship, which were many in 
number, were taken on shore and kept lest 
Captain Smith and Storm should shoot at or 
attack the people and thus occasion a rupture 
of the commercial intercourse, but the Chief 
Officers had orders to give them up, of which 
the Cai>tain was informed that when he went 
down the river, and jxissed the p)art of the 
country which was inhabited, he should send 
a boat to take away his guns and a pilot, but 
as Captain Storm did not choose to do this, his 
arms were left behind, and he went away 
without a pilot by following a Chinese junk 
through the shallow parts of the river. Captain 
Smith and Storm were both foolish and mali- 
(dous doing this, with intent to slander the 
Siamese to other traders, by charging them 
Avith seizing their arms, so that the merchants 
who knew not the true state of the case misht 
become suspicious of such treatment. The 
guns and muskets left behind by Captain Storm 
being 4 in number will be now sent by the 
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ship of Captain McDonnell, to whom they have 
been delivered, and he has taken a written ac- 
count of them, and a:iv'en it to the Chief Minister. 

Furthermore Captain McDonnell accom- 
panied the Ambassador Crawfurd to Siam but 
he quarrelled with him, and Crawfurd left him 
behind. Captain McDonnell did not accompany 
him, but landed all his goods and placed them 
in the warehouse of the Portuguese merchants 
t)f Goa, the Governor of which had requested 
of the King of Siam to allow them to stay at 
Siam and build ships. Captain McDonnell 
bought a merchant Portuguese ship from Macao 
of Pua Kalalut [Carlos] and afterwards he and 
Pua Carlos had a disagreement and applied for 
investigation, in the course of wdiich Captain 
McDonnell said Carlos had cheated him both 
in silver and cloths and argued litigiously on 
many points. The Minister who received the 
Custom Duties mi^ht have been witness in the 
case, but they had secretly traded and bought 
and sold without giving notice to the proper 
authorities which was a fault against the laws 
of Siam, and the case could not therefore be 
decided but left for McDonnell to go and make 
complaint to the Governor General of Bengal, 
on which the Governor General of Bengal 
might write to that of Goa, desiring this Carlos 
might be seized and the cause be investigated 
and decided b\ the Governor General of Bengal 
according to the customs of Europeans. This 
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has been the consequence of Carlos conspiring 
with merchants to defraud the Collectors of 
the Eevenue which is a high crime. Carlos 
on the other hand, accused McDonnell of adul- 
tery with his wife, to whom he had secretly 
given hair pins, and he laid an ambush of 
Kalassies armed with swords and pistols wrapt 
up with cloth to seize McDonnell and punish 
him. On this the Minister w^ho investigated it 
decided that as Carlos had been guiltv of a 
great fault in conspiring to defraud the Reve- 
nue, he would give him no redress, but that 
he might go and represent the matter to the 
Governor General of Bengal. But Captain 
McDonnell has also been guilty of several 
offences, for when Captain Smith and Storm 
killed the horse, and was apprehended, orders 
were given to guaid and take care of their 
ship while they were in confinement, in order 
that she might not be plundered by the Kalas- 
sies, and to obviate litigation on that account 
McDonnell went and reported to four ships that 
had come to trade, that the Siamese Govern- 
ment intended to seize Captain Smith and 
Storm’s ship. There are a great number of 
merchants in Siam who come there to trade 
without intermission, and are all kindly treated 
and protected by the Government even to the 
Nakhodas and lowest of the crew of every prow 
and junk whoever they may be. And even if 
these commit any fault the goods of the mer- 
chants on board the vessels are taken care of so 



as to avoid disputes. But McDonnell having 
committed this slander the crews assembled and 
hoisted their flasrs and armed themselves with 
loaded muskets, and if any man had been killed- 
in consequence McDonnell would assuredly have 
been seized and put to death according to law. 

McDonnell further told the interpreter 
Plianakngan that the English intended to 
attack the Empire, and that it was resolved 
upon, that if the vessels of the King of Siam 
did not go to trade at the English ports ofEence 
would be taken, and they would be seized, hut 
he was told by a Chief of the Empire who 
enquired into this, that the Governor General 
of Bengal had sent a letter to desire that the 
trade might be laid entirely open on both sides, 
>0 that English merchants should come to 
Slam and not be allowed to transgress, but 
directed to adhere to the old laws agreeably to 
the custom of great countries. This plan of 
the Governor General of Bengal had gained 
him a highly favourable report among the 
merchants of the Empire for wisdom and 
prudence, and they said he was the fittest person 
to hold a high station over the English posses- 
sions all over the world, only Crawfurd having 
come and made additions to what the Governor 
General said, and done what was improper, 
and Captain Smith and Storm and Captain 
McDonnell having conducted themselves with 
disrespect, and behaved insolently to the 
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Government, was not in accordance with the 
Governor General’s sentiments. Now it is 
considered that what Crawfurd has done su- 
pererogatory to the orders he had received 
from the Governor General of Bengal, and 
Captain Smith and Storm’s and Captain 
McDonnell’s reporting so in opposition to the 
sentiments expressed in the letter, the plan 
of prolonging the friendly intercourse between 
the Siamese and English has not sufficiently 
succeeded, nor the business of uniting these 
large countries bv embassies bv commercial 
intercourse, and all on both sides in conformity 
to the established laws of each countrv, and 
the protection and kindness to be afforded and 
prolonged as long as the sun and moon should 
last. His Maje.stv the King lof Siam has 
now directed this letter to be written to the 
Governor of Penang, to acquaint him with all 
these things in Duplicate, both Siamese and 
Malayan, and also another letter to Mr. Prinsep 
who transacts the business of Government under 
the Governor General of Bengal to the same 
purport, which it is solicited may be conveyed 
to Bengal. The Portuguese Interpreter who has 
translated this into Malay has done it but imper- 
fectly. Written on the 1st day of the Moon’s 
decrease, 1st month, year 1184 of the Horse. 

(A true translation) 

(Signed) W. S. Ceacboft 
Malay Transr. to Govt. 
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To the I'lirakhmsi’ of Siam. 


1. the (lovernor of Rriiiee of Wales Island, 
have received a letter from the Fhraklany, 
appprizing me of the oecurrenees which have 
taken place at the C'ourt of Siam during and 
after Mr. Crawfurd’s Mission from the Most 
Noble the Governor General of Bengal. I have 
carefully [lerused my friend’s letter, and fidly 
understand its contents. 

The Brail Klang must he aware that Mr. 
('rawfurd and the Most Noble the (iovernor 
(Jeneral. by whom he was dejnited to Siam, 
are the best judges of the conduct he pursued 
at Siam, and how far it was I’egulated by 
the instructions which he had received. Mr. 
Crawfurd’s ^fission was for the jmrjiose of 
encouraging and extending the commerce 
between the British and Siamese Empire, and 
if that object is fulfilled in any way it will 
redound to his credit and to the great advantage 
of the two countries. I can at all events assure 
my friend that the British Government are 
still anxious only to promote the hap))iness and 
welfare of the numerous inhabitants jilaced 
uinh'r its care, and to this end it still looks 
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forward to the day when the feelings and 
opinions of the Court of Siam in regard to a 
free, unrestricted and peaceful commerce will 
he the same as those which actuate on all 
occasions the conduct of the British (Jovern- 
ment. 

With regard to Storm’s affair, I must 
assure mv friend that his account fullv coin- 
cides with that fairly given by that gentleman 
himself, and which had formerly been suli- 
mittc'd to the Most Xoble the (iovernor (feneral. 
Let me advise my friend however that it would 
be much better, whenever a British subject 
commits any transgression against the laws 
of Siam and not of an atrocious nature, if he 
woidd order the person so transgressing to 
leave the country, and transmit a complaint 
against him to the (iovernor (ieneral of Bengal. 

There is one subji'ct more on which I wish 
to address my friend. A man named Tongrat 
attended Mr. Crawfurd as an interpreter and 
remained behind at Siam. He is a subject of 
this (Tovernment and has a family residing at 
this Settlement, and who being verv anxious 
for his return. 1 recjuest my friend will do me 
the favour to send him to ITince of Wales 
Island by the very first o])))ortunitv after the 
receipt of this letter. If my fibrnd does this 
it will be (amsidered as a proof of his dispo- 
sition to be on the same amicable b-rnis with 



tills Goverumeiit as it will be and bas been on 
all occasions the policy and happiness of this 
tdovernment to presei’ve towards Siam. 


(Sig-ned) W. K. Fhillti’s 


( iovenior. 
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To 


Mr. S(‘cy. Swinton, 
Fort Wiiiiuiii. 

7 Feb. 


W. S. CkackoI'T Ivsquire. 

Aetiiiu' StM-retarv to the Oovornmeiit 
of Princo of Wales Island. 


Sir, 


I am direeted to acknowledne the receiiit 

* hf o iJec. \ 

JX22. See copy of vour dispatcdi of tlio .0 idtiiiu),* eiiclos- 
from Jicnijul Pol. Jug copv of the comjilaiiit submitted by 
^ Storm, the Supra (’argo of the Brig 
Pluenix, of the ill treatment he and Cajitain 
Smith had e.xperieneed from the Siamese 
(iovernment. 

2. The repre-sentation by Mr. Storm 
having lieen eommunieated to Mr. Crawfurd? 
late agent to the Governor (teneral on a 
Mission to the Eastward, for the purpose of 
his stating any information or observations 
he might wish to offer on the subject, 1 am 
direeted tit transmit to you the enclosed copv 

• Pttcr of 20 »^f Mr. ( 'rawfurd’s reply,* and to intimate to 

Jan. 1 S 23 . ante, you, for the information of the Honorable the 

Governor in C’oimcil, that the Ilonoraltle the 
Governor General in Council its of opinion, 
that under all the circumstances of the ca.se. 
the British Government would not be warranted 
in making the ill u.sage sustained bv ^Ir. Storm 
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and Captain Smith a subject of remonstrance 
with the Government of Siam. 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) G. Swinton. 

Secry. to the Govt. 

Fort William 
7 February 1823 



Political 
Consultations. 
Kiuige 123. vol. 29. 

No. 10. 


* See ante. 
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FORT WILLIAM 7th Fehruan- 1823, 


To ,1. (’rawfcri) Esqre. 
Aca. &ca. &ca. 


Sir, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 29th ultimo* and to desire 
that you will state the circumstances of the 
alKluction from the port of Calcutta of the 
slaves alluded to in the 4th paragraph as far as 
may be consistent with your own knowledge. 
You are also desired to endeavour to obtain 
further particulars from the persons who it is 
believed can depose to the manner in which 
the Slaves were kidnapped. 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) Geo. Swixton 
Secy, to Govt. 

Council Chamber 
7th February 1823. 
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I'oiincai YORT william 28th February 1823. 

Lonsultations. 

Kari'je 123. vol, 31. — — — 


poll. l>t*pt. 


Si<. 23. 


Mr. Cra\vfli!d — 

Service 

To (1. SwiXTox Esqr. 

Secretary to the Government. 
Foil. Dej)t. 


Sir, 


1 have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your letter of the 7th instant, directing 
luv attention to the circumstances attending 
the abduction from our possessions of certain 
slaves by a ship belonging to the King of Siam. 
The facts connected with these slaves which 
1 can state upon my own personal knowledge 
are verv few. Two out of the number were 
brought to the house of the Prah Elang shortly 
after the arrival of the Siamese ship, and these 
individuals were almost daily seen by us from 
this period down to that of our own departure. 
They appeared to be lads of twelve or fourteen 
vears of age and African negroes. I spoke to 
them hoping to get some part of their history 
from themselves, but they did not seem to 
understand anv Indian lanaua^e, a fact that 
certainly showed that they had not lived long 
in our possessions. When the Commander 
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and Pilot of the Siamese ship waited upon me 
after their return from Bengal, I charged 
them with what they had done and reminded 
them that the abduction of slares was consi- 
dered amongst us a capital offence. They 
rather evaded than denied what they had done. 
I have reason to believe that the Commander 
had a commission to bring a certain number of 
nesfro slaves, and that he was not unaware that 
in takiuo; them he had committed an offence 
against our laws. 


The most circumstantial information which 
I have been able to obtain respecting the slaves 
in question has been derived from personal 
communication both before and since I had the 
honor to receive your letter, with John da 
Silva, a native Portuguese, who went to Siam 
as a Sea-Cunny or Quarter Master in the King 
of Siam’s ship and returned in the Mission ship 
in the same capacity. This person states that 
the slav'es taken from British ports were five 
in number, three of whom were purchased at 
Calcutta, and two at Prince of Wales Island. 
They were all lads and African negroes, four 
of them were from 12 to 14 years of age, but 
one had attained the age of sixteen and he 
alone spoke the Hindustani language. Upon 
their arrival in Siam, two of them were sent to 
the house of the Prah-Klang and three to 
the Palace for the King. Of the individuals 
from whom the slaves were bouirht mv infer- 
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mant has not been able to afford me any 
information. 

I beg respectfully to state that on this and 
other points connected with the abduction of 
the slaves, it is probable that more particulars 
than I have been able to submit may be obtain- 
ed upon tbe return to Calcutta of the Lascars 
that navigated the Siamese ship to Siam, which 
carried off the slaves. A mimber of these 
people are daily expected in the English brig 
Plnenix and the Portuguese brig Santa Anna. 

I have &ca. 

(Signed) J. Crawfukd. 


Calcutta 

2()th Febv. 1823. 



/ 

* 












